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Kia tau te rangimarie kia koutou 

In this first week of December, and the first 
week of Advent, we have begun to hear in the 
liturgy the promises that the Messiah will come. 
Two days ago at Mass we heard powerful 
words from Isaiah. 11:6-8 (a longer version was 
heard at Mass):  

“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,  
and the leopard shall lie down with the 

young goat,  
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 

together;  
and a little child shall lead them.  

 The cow and the bear shall graze;  
their young shall lie down together;  
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

 The nursing child shall play over the hole of 
the cobra,  

and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the adder’s den.”  

 
That reading promised that God, the Saviour, 
will come, and that there will be a return to the 
peace of the Garden of Eden (even wild animals 
living in peace with one another). This year 
may not have felt anything like the Garden of 
Eden. Covid 19 has changed the world and our 
lives. There is still the promise of peace. 
 
This week has been hard for us as Catholics 
with the Royal Commission of Inquiry into 
Abuse in Care holding public hearings at which 
some survivors of abuse in faith-based care are 
giving evidence. This week’s focus has been on 
cases involving the Catholic Church. It has been 
very hard for all of us to hear the survivor’s ac-
counts. Prayer has been my only response this 
week.  
 
Almost two years ago the Bishops and Leaders 
of religious orders asked to be part of the Royal 
Commission process. We saw that this was a 
necessary step in the process of justice, an op-
portunity to acknowledge our past, examine our 
failings and to listen to those who have been 
harmed.  
In order to help prepare for the work of the 
Royal Commission we set up a Group called Te 
Rōpū Tautoko to help us prepare for this im-
portant work. The Key Principles guiding the 
Church’s involvement with the Royal Commis-
sion are as follows: 

 The Bishops and Congregational Leaders be-
lieve that every person has an innate human 
dignity (te tapu o te tangata), therefore we:   

regard all forms of abuse as unacceptable 
and indefensible 

 accept the responsibility to continue to act to stop 
abuse in the Church  

listen to, learn from, and support survivors 

act swiftly on complaints and follow them through 

ensure action on accountability is followed through 
for those who are proven responsible for abuse 

support the need for the Inquiry and actively coop-
erate with the Commission  

commit to ensuring transparency  

These are not easy times for any of us. I do believe that 
even though this is very hard that we shall come out of 
this a better Church, a Church where people will be 
safe and the dignity of all will be protected.  

I ask that you please pray for all who are involved, es-
pecially those whose lives have been severely damaged 
by the harm done to them. Please pray too for all those 
who are helping us prepare the information needed by 
the Royal Commission.    

I have had some wonderful messages of support and 
the promise of prayer over the last few days. I am very 
grateful for that and once again ask that you continue to 
pray over the weeks and months ahead.  

With every blessing 

Naku Noa  

John 

Below are some prayers which you may find helpful 
in these days of Royal Commission Hearings.  

God of Compassion, we pray for survivors of abuse. 
May you continue to give them strength and courage to 

seek justice and reconciliation and share their story.  

God of Justice, we pray for those involved in the pro-
cess of justice, healing, accountability and reconcilia-
tion for survivors and offenders. Keep them renewed in 
energy and in their sense of purpose and mission. May 
they continue to keep survivors and the principle of 

justice at the heart of this process.  

God of Mercy, we pray for communities who feel the 
ripple affects of the abuse and wrongdoings by those 
with pastoral responsibilities. Guide them in seeking to 
make change for the future and acknowledging the fail-

ures of the past.  

God of Love, keep all of us inspired to be guided by 
love for one another in our mission to engage and sup-
port the justice process including the Royal Commis-
sion and to seek to protect people from all forms of 

abuse or injustice.  

God of Courage, give courage and protection to survi-
vors as they seek to share their story in whatever fo-
rum, strengthen their resolve and comfort them as they 

bring these traumatic experiences into the light.  

God who takes care of our burdens, give strength and 
courage to those who will come forward to disclose the 
abuse they have suffered for the first time. May they 
feel supported and encouraged in their vulnerability as 
they share their experiences.  



An Advent Prayer 

We live always under the light of the great star, but we rarely know it.  Let today be a day when I 

remember to look up to see the many points of light that dot the night sky. Let me be lit by an 

affirming light as I make my way through breakfast, lunch and dinner, going out and coming in.  Let 

me be someone who understands what Advent means and how it paces itself, internally and eternally.  

Amen 

Times of scarcity need to be met iwth generosity,m times of fear with comfort, times of uncertainty with 

presence. When we care for those around we, we create a field of love. 
Thomas Hübb 

Anniversaries of Death  -  
December 

 
We remeber those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time.  May they rest in 
peace. 

1  Brian Carruthers (1990) 

3  Msgr Patrick O’Connor (2014) 

5  Thomas Henebery (1991) 
 Joachim Murphy (2009) 

12  Bernard McGettigan (1995) 

13  John Joseph Kavanagh (1980) 

15  Patrick (Bob) Snowden 

16  Edmund Lynch (1972) 

17  Thomas (Paddy) Griffin (1992) 
 Jim Sorahan (2016) 

21  John Dunn (1973) 

26  Gerard Dorgan (2014) 

31  Maurice Linehan(2009) 

Anniversaries of Ordination - December 

2 Maleko Api-Tufuga (1989)  22 Bill Warwick (1985) 
 Tony Kearns  (2000) 

5  Penehe Patelehio (1987) 

14 David Gruschow (1985) 

15 Kevin Connors (1985) 

19 Kevin Purcell (1998) 

NOTICES: 

 

• Fr Jim Kershaw died on Sunday 29 November.  

Please remember Jim and his family in your 

prayers at this time.  May he rest in peace. 

• Please contine to pray for the sick and frail 

clergy. 

• The annual Mass for the Archdiocesan Feast 

Day will be celebrated next Tuesday 8 

December at the Pro-Cathedral St Teresa’s 

Karori at7pm.  As is the custom the Archdiocese 

will again be re-concescrated to Mary, under the 

title of the Immaculate Conception. You are 

most welcome to join us. 

• An invitation is extended to all to attend 

Simbang Gabi a Filipino Christmas traditional 

devotion of a nine day series of Masses in 

preparation for Christmas. 

15-23 December 7pm 

St Martin de Porres, Avalon 

Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa 

St Anne’s Newtown 

St Patrick’s Church, Wainuiomata 

16-24 December 6am 

St Joseph’s Church, Levin 

24 December 7pm 

Vigil Mass for Chrismas Day, Pro-Cathedral, St 

Teresa’s Church Karori. 

 


