CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

A

29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year A

MISSION SUNDAY - 18th October 2020

Today we celebrate World Mission Sunday, a time to highlight the
importance of sharing the Good News. We could have as our
theme this year “Abundant Life” a phrase which brings to mind a
fullness of life and a spirit of joy. [Is this how we go about our
mission?

Pope Francis speaks of the joy of being a missionary in his
Encyclical — The Joy of the Gospel — He says that all Christians
by virtue of their Baptism are missionary disciples: “All the
baptised, whatever their position in the Church or their level
of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelisation. Every
Christian is challenged here and now to be actively engaged
in evangelisation”.

Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has
encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus. So what are we
waiting for?

The disciples of Jesus certainly have missionary zeal, but at times
they get their focus wrong — they are thinking of themselves and
their status, rather than the task they have been given. Let us all
bear that in mind.

Jesus teaches us a lesson in discipleship — our task is to serve.
Something we must think about as we reflect on our mission
today.

Te Wairua Tapu

In our Mass today we especially pray for all missionaries who
minister in difficult situations. May they never lose heart.

Fr Michael miSSionZ.

believe.live.give.

18 OCTOBER 2020
Isaiah 45:1,4-6; 1 Thess.1:1-5; Gospel Matthew 22:15-21 /
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Responsorial Psalm

Give the Lord glory and honour.
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Dear MISSIO-NZ, Friend,

This Sunday is Mission Sun-
day. Please ‘?wd timee to pray

N at least a decade of the
(\ Rosary for Pope Francis and
the missionary work of the
new zealand Shtereh.
Fr Bernard SvD
Today- many- people,- especially- children,- are- victims- of-
poverty.- This- not- only- affect- their- health- conditions,- but-

”Heye ' am’seVLd me!” also-theireducation,-s'oci-aI-integration,-andeven-their:faith-

development.- The- missionary- work- of- the- Church- is- an-
Isaiah6:87 effort-to-make-human-life-regain-value-and-dignity.--4]

Poverty-in-a-developing-country-shortens-the-lives-of-many.-Today,-in-our-

MISSIO-NZ-Newsletter,-you-will-read-the-story-of-children:like-Zyrhrie-who-
| is- affected: by- malnutrition- but- are- assisted- by- missionaries,- lay- and-
religious.-You-can-support-the-missionary-work-of the-Church-in-more-needy-
places-outside-New-Zealand.-Your-gift-of-prayers-and-financial-help-will-fund-
community-and-child-focused-programs-run-by-the-Church-in-countries-like-
the-Philippines.-Your-one-off-gift: TODAY-or-your-regular-monthly-gift-made-
through- MISSIO-NZ- is- very- much- appreciated- and- will- make-: a- great-
difference-to-those-in-need-in-the-Philippines-and-around-the-world.q

www.missio.nz/donate]
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