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Kia tau te rangimarie kia koutou 

E hoa mā, New Year greetings and blessings to you all. My last newsletter to you was on 17 December 
2020. I began that newsletter by saying “There is no doubt that 2020 will go down as a difficult year,” 
and then went on to speak of the challenges of Covid-19. I am not sure what this year is going to be, 
what challenges there will be, what will happen in the Church and around the world. Whatever hap-
pens, there will be blessings.  

On the 2 January I was able to share with you the news that Bishop Paul Martin SM has been appoint-
ed by Pope Francis as the Coadjutor Archbishop of Wellington. That is a great blessing. While serving 
as Coadjutor Archbishop of Wellington, Archbishop Paul will also act as the Administrator of the Dio-
cese of Christchurch. He and I will be having discussions tomorrow to finalise plans for his coming to 
Wellington and how we will share responsibilities. I will also share with you as soon as possible a date 
for a liturgical reception for Archbishop Paul. I extend a very warm welcome to him. 

On 8 December last year Pope Francis issued a letter on St Joseph called Patris corde (“With a  
Father’s Heart”) in which he declared a “Year of St Joseph”. That is a blessing for all of us. The Pope 
reminds us that special prayers are offered to St Joseph every Wednesday. I suggest to all parishes that 
when possible (when it is not another Feastday) that Masses on Wednesdays should be celebrated as a 
Votive Mass of St Joseph. That will be a blessing for us. 

On 15 January Pope Francis issued a Motu Proprio Spiritus Domini in which he modifies Canon 230 § 
1 regarding the access of women to the ministries of Lector and Acolyte. Some people may think that 
this is not a big deal, but in actual fact it is highly symbolic and should be seen as a very welcome  
development in liturgical ministries. Spiritus Domini is the latest movement in a long-term process to 
enable the whole People of God to have ownership of the liturgy, to take part in the liturgy as their  
vocation and to see themselves as ministers with the Church. This too is a great blessing because it en-
ables us to see that these ministries are now mandated in canon law. 

There will continue to be challenges and difficulties this year. The on-going threat of the spread of 
Covid-19 is still there, but there are blessings in that too as we saw last year when people went out of 
their way to assist others, to put others first. We will need to keep doing that, Covid-19 or not; that is 
what our lives as Catholics is all about. As the Church’s Catechism reminds us “every baptised person 
is called to be a blessing and to bless.” CCC 1669 

With abundant blessings for the year ahead. 

Nāku noa,    + John 

NOTICES: 

Please contine to pray for the sick and frail clergy especially, Frs Maurice Carmody, Don Morrison and 

Colin Durning. 

Now that Archbishop Paul Martin SM has been appointed Coadjutor Archbishop of Wellington, even 

though he has not yet moved to Wellington, his name should be included in the Eucharistic Prayer. I  can 

assure you that I am very much aware and very appreciative of the fact that I am prayed for by name in 

every Mass celebrated in the Archdiocese. I know that Archbishop Paul will appreciate this too.  Please 

also remember that we pray for you. 

Date Savers February 2021 

You are all most welcome to attend the following Masses in February. 

6  Waitangi Day Mass - 9am St Mary of the Angels  Nau mai, haere mai. 

Teachers Commission Mass 

9 North Island - 5.30pm St Mary of the Angels 

12  South Island - 5.30pm Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Richmond    pto 



Anniversaries of Death  -  
January 

 
We remeber those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time.  May they rest in 
peace. 

8  Dennis King (1994) 

13  Paul Darroch (2015) 

14  Peter Breen (1973) 

16  Warren Fowler (2005) 

17  John Murphy (2003) 

19  Matthew Griffin (1984) 
 J Austin Sweeney (1980) 

20  Thomas Dwyer (1974) 

22  Ioane Vito (2010) 

28  James Austin (2005) 
 John Mutch (1999) 

29  Cardinal Reginal Delargey (1979) 

 
Anniversaries of Ordination - 

January 

19  Mons Gerard Burns (1985) 

26 Peter O’Connell (1985) 

How wonderful would it be, while we discover far-away planets, to rediscover the needs of the sisters 

and brothers orbiting around us. 

Pope Francis  

Fratelli Tutti [31]   

Valentines Day Mass 

14  A celebration of married love - 5.00pm St Joseph’s Church Mt Victoria 

Prayer Resource of Evangelii Gaudium 

The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council sponsored the development of a Prayer Resource based on 

Evangelii Gaudium. This Prayer Resource invites us to reflect on the wisdom of EG and explore 

ways to translate its message to revitalise our parishes and communities. The prayer is designed 

in a way that once the user/s have finished the Prayer Modules, they have effectively an idea of 

the insight of Evangelii Gaudium. It is designed to be simple, understandable, and easier to be 

translated into other languages. Users can start with any module or use different parts of any 

module to create new prayers.  Downloaded from ADW website: 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_resource/praying-with-joy-of-the-gospel-adw/ 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_resource/praying-with-joy-of-the-gospel-adw/

