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Kia tau te rangimarie kia koutou 

Two weeks ago, at his usual Wednesday Audience Pope Francis said, "Mass cannot simply be “listened 

to”: it is also an incorrect expression, “I am going to listen to Mass”. Mass cannot merely be listened to, 

as if we were just spectators of something that slips away without our involvement. Mass is always cele-

brated, and not only by the priest who presides it, but by all Christians who experience it. And the centre 

is Christ!" 

This week as we have gone into Alert Level Two through most of the country many questions have again 

been raised about Ash Wednesday celebrations, Sunday Masses and how we participate and celebrate 

when we are limited to 100 people gathering. Sadly, some people have protested that the Government can-

not legislate or tell us whether or not we can have gatherings for Mass. I wish to make the point very clear 

that any of the actions put in place are about keeping everyone safe, about protecting everyone from the 

virus and making sure that we all do the things which are going to prevent the spread of this virus and its 

deadly effects. 

It is natural that people are disappointed that we have not been able to gather for Ash Wednesday ceremo-

nies. Lent is a very significant time of the year. Even if it is a Season of Penance, we appreciate acts of 

penance, deeper prayer, paying close attention to the Word of God and growing in goodness and holiness. 

We know that we need these times. Just because we cannot gather does not prevent us from praying as 

individuals and families, from taking new initiatives and recognizing that as Pope Francis has said “And 

the centre is Christ!" Lent is about doing things differently in order to make Christ the centre of our lives. 

We did not get the chance to make alternative arrangements for Ash Wednesday as the Alert Levels 

changed very suddenly, but that should not prevent us from doing something a little bit different through-

out the rest of Lent. We can take this challenge and turn it into an opportunity to pray creatively, listen 

more attentively to the Scriptures (in families, bubbles or just two or three gathering together, Christ will 

always be with us.  

Whatever happens over the next few days or weeks please remember that we have a responsibility to keep 

one another safe, and that however we look to be renewed in our hearts and minds, Christ is always with 

us.  

Nāku noa,    + John 

 

 

From “Patris Corde” Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis on St Joseph.  

A creatively courageous father 

If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal history and embrace even the things in 

life that we did not choose, we must now add another important element: creative courage. This emerges 

especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk 

away, or somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did not even think we had. 

As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear 

way. Yet God acts through events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the beginnings 

of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle” by which God saves the child and his mother. God 

acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage.  



Anniversaries of Death  -  
February 

 
We remeber those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time.  
May they rest in peace. 

1  James McNeill (1994) 
 Kevin Hyland (1998)  

8  Raymund Stachurski (2017)
  

16  Stanley Lorrigan (2001)  

19  Edmond Phelan (1969) 
 Clement Evans(1971) 
 Geoff Broad (2012) 

20  Fergus Reeves (2020) 

21  Barry Edwards (2014) 

NOTICES: 

Please contine to pray for the sick and frail clergy especially, Frs Maurice Carmody, Don Morrison and Colin 

Durning. 

Clergy Assembly 

Please fill in and return the Registration Forms for the upcoming Clergy Assembly which were sent earlier this week. 

Confirmations 2021 

Last year I gave the Parish Priests of the Archdiocese the delegation to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

This year I will be available again for the Confirmation ceremonies, Archbishop Paul will also be available when he 

come to the diocese after Easter. I ask you to please make contact with my office to book in a Confirmation date for 

this year.  

Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Presentation Sisters   

It is 70 years this weekend since the first Presentation Sisters arrived in the Archdiocese of Wellington. They took up 

residence in Taita and taught in the school there, within two years 14 more Sisters had arrived here from Ireland. We 

give thanks for the presence of the Sisters here and in other parts of New Zealand over those 70 years, pray for them 

and assure them of our gratitude for their contribution to the Church in New Zealand. 

Chrism Masses 

Everyone is invited to attend the Chrism Mass held during Holy Week.  Please note the dates in your diary now. 

Palmerston North, midday on Monday 29th March at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 

Wellington, South Island, 11.40am 30th March at Garin College 

Wellington, North Island, 7pm at St Teresa’s Pro-Cathedral, Karori 

We can never underestimate this truth: No matter who you are, the biggest thing you do in any day is most  

often going to be a small act of kindness, decency, or love.  

Cory Booker 


