
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

3rd Sunday of Lent - Year B 
 

 

JESUS THE NEW TEMPLE BUILT WITH HIS BLOOD 
 

Having consolidated his power and established Israel as a nation, 
king David wanted to build ‘a house for the Lord’. “You may not 
build a house for my name, for you are a man of war and have 
shed blood” (1chro 28:3). God rejected David’s request. But David 
did take years preparing materials and craftsmen for the temple 
eventually built by his son, king Solomon. 
 

It is not God’s need to have a temple built for himself, because 
everything belongs to Him. He is the creator of all. The land that 
the Israelites possessed was obtained for them by God who 
helped them fight and drive out their enemies. In return, God 
asked of them their obedience and worship of him alone. But, the 
history of Israel is riddled with their disobedience. They 
persistently turned away from God by adopting and worshipping 
pagan gods of the land God gave them. 
 

God allowed the temple to be built, not because God needed it, 
but the temple together with the law would help the Israelites to 
focus their mind and heart on God alone, lest they turn away and 
worship foreign idols. “Fear the Lord your God and serve Him 
only... Don’t go after other gods, don’t serve any of the gods of the 
nations around you.” (Deut 6:13-14) 
 

We, like the Israelites of old, are prone to turning ourselves away 
from God to worship ‘pagan gods’ of the new day, the gods of new 
ideologies, consumerism, individualism… all are well disguised in 
sound argument. Alas, that’s the downfall of humanity when God 
is no longer in our midst. 
 

By cleansing the temple from those ungodly activities, Jesus 
foretold a new temple, built not by human blood and sweat, but by 
his own blood. The Lenten season is a time of renewal so that we 
can turn to God with heart and mind in conversion. We are so 
precious because we are ransomed by his priceless blood. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please remember these and other sick 
people of the Parish in your prayers. 

 
 

Lena Barnao, Brother James, Pat Lee, 
Noeleen Marshall, Joan Hall,  

Michael & Anne Wheeler, 
Rosa Marie Santos, Lie Perez,  

Margaret Tinney, Helapia Teofilo,  
Tim Heath, Helen Thomson,  

Margaret Smith, Monty Garrick,  
Eileen Dellabarca, Mary Fagan,  

Niamh Quinn, Niko Perez,  
Valelia Lafaele, Etuale Perez,  

Bill S, Matalena Lemoto,  
Cathy & Joe Richardson, 

Zmerid Bakhos, Julie Soane, Fetu Perez, 
Hililo Savelio, Ana Pereira, Rosa Alona, 

Kathy Gill.  
 

If you know of anyone who is confined to 
their home or who needs a visit with 

Holy Communion, 
please advise the Parish Office 

(971.7885) 
 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember in your prayers the 

souls of our recently deceased. 
Helen Wilson, David Allen.  

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember and pray at all Masses for 
our loved family members, friends and 
parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

about this time. 
Constance Peterson, Bob Okeby, 

Bernard Foulquies, Patrick (Pat) Healy. 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.  

In Our Prayers 

Parish Notices 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Every Friday during Lent at 7:00pm.  
 
PARISH LENT RECONCILIATION: 
7:00 pm - 23

rd
 March (St. Patrick Church, Wainuiomata)  

7:00 pm - 24
th

 March (Sacred Heart Church, Petone) 

 
CARITAS LENT 2021 APPEAL: 
Lenten giving packs are available at the back of our  
churches. Envelopes for single donation are also available.  
You may either return your donation envelopes during the parish offertory collection or 
send them to Caritas directly.  Donations received by Caritas in these envelopes by 31 
March 2021 will be sent receipts for the 2020/2021 tax year.  Donations received by 
Caritas after April 1st will be sent receipts for the 2021/2022 tax year.   
Thank you for your generous support. 
 
REMINDER: KEEPING RECORDS  
Everyone is encouraged, for the purpose of contact tracing, to fill out the forms  
provided or SCAN the NZ COVID TRACER APP In our church foyers.  

 

Please don’t be complacent,  
make sure that our churches are a safe place for us all.  



 
 
 
 
To Ian Carter (Eastbourne) who has been appointed a District Court Judge and will 
be based in Whanganui. 
 
To Peter and Helen Drake (Petone) who celebrated their Golden (50th) Wedding 
Anniversary last Sunday at a beautiful service presided by Fr Marlon.  

------------------------ 
 

PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by Automatic 
Payment. 
 

Automatic Payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities and to 
budget for expenses more accurately. Many banks are beginning to discontinue 
cheques as a form of payment so this is a good opportunity for current and 
prospective planned givers to consider Automatic Payment.  
 

For those who are already in our planned giving using envelopes, we encourage 
you to go on Automatic Payment.  Our bank account number is BNZ 02 0544 
0049224 00 and put your name and PG number as reference.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme, please contact the 
parish office on (04) 971 7885 for more information.  
Your financial contributions are very much appreciated. 
 

HEALING SERVICE: Fr John Rea SM will conduct a Healing Service at Sacred Heart 
Church 41 Britannia St Petone on Tuesday 16 March beginning at 7.30 pm. Please 
bring those who need Jesus` healing. This event will go ahead providing we are in Alert 
Level 1. 
 

PARISH WEBSITE: We invite you to visit our new website: holyspirit.nz 
 
WEL-COM: The March issue of Welcom is being distributed to parishes and schools 
this week for Sunday, 7 March. - Pick up your free copy. 
 

MEETING: There will be a meeting on Tuesday, 9th March at 7:00pm facilitated by Fr 
Brian Cummings, SM at Ss Peter & Paul Church for the Parish Pastoral Councils of Te 
Wairua Tapu and Te Awakairangi parishes to further discuss the property reviews as 
requested by Cardinal John. Please continue to pray for this ongoing discernment 
process. 

Readings 
DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
March 
 

8  2 Kg 5: 1-15; Lk 4: 24-30  
9  Dan 3: 25, 34-43; Mt 18: 21-34  
10 Deut 4: 1, 5-9; Mt 5: 17-19  
11 Jer 7: 23-28; Lk 11: 14-23  
12 Hosea 14: 2-10; Mk 12: 28-34  
13 Hosea 5: 15-6:6; Lk 18: 9-14  
14 2 Chr 36: 14-16, 19-23; Eph 2: 4-10;  
 Jn 3: 14-21 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
4th Sunday of Lent 
 

First reading: Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23 
They ridiculed the prophets of God, until at 
last his wrath rose so high, there was no 
remedy. 
Second reading: Ephesians 2: 4-10 
When we were dead through sins, he 
brought us to life. 
Gospel: John 3: 14-21 God loved the world 
so much that he gave his only Son. 

http://teawakairangi.nz/sspeterandpaul/


OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
CARITAS LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAMME 2021 
OLR parishioners are invited to join us in the Caritas Lenten Reflection Programme over 
the next 4 weeks, The group will gather in the church foyer at 7:00pm. Would anyone 
who would like to join us please contact:  
Frances at franknoef@orcon.net.nz (or on 027 348 2345) or  
Gavan at gavan.ofarrell1@gmail.com (or on 027 477 1777). 
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
LITURGY TEAM Meeting – Wednesday, 10 March, 7:00pm, Church Foyer 
 

SINGING PRACTICES FOR EASTER Mondays, 15 and 22 March, 7:00pm, in Church  
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2021 
Children interested in joining the Sacramental Programme from either Sacred Heart or 
San Antonio Church communities are asked to collect the Introductory Letter and  
Registration Form from the Parish Office and return it as soon as possible. A further  
letter with the programmes session dates will be given to all those who have registered, 
as soon as the Confirmation date has been set. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
There will be a Mass in the Samoan language in our church on Sunday, 
21st March 2021 at 11:00am.  
All welcome. 
 

 

SAN ANTONIO, EASTBOURNE 
The Parish congratulates San Antonio School for their Welcoming Mass last Saturday 
evening for the new school year 2021. The children took part in all the ministries of the 
Mass during a very joyful celebration.  

Archdiocesan Events 

ADW VACANCY: The Archdiocese is seeking applications for the Safeguarding Advi-
sor role. This is a permanent, part time role focusing on Safeguarding in the Archdiocese. 
Please refer to this month’s edition of Welcom or the ADW website for further information. 
 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER: There is still time to register to attend an Engaged  
Encounter weekend to build a solid foundation for your marriage. The next available weekend 
is on 20 and 21 March. There are other weekends in July and October 2021 (see our 
website (www.cee-wellington.co.nz) For information or to register ring Simon & Kate 027 486 
0700 

40 Days for Life happening NOW in a  
record 567 cities: 17 February until March 
28. 118 babies saved since 17 February at 
40 Days for Life vigils around the world! 
 

In Wellington, last week a woman passing by the vigil outside Te Mahoe in Wellington  
Hospital thanked us for our prayers and told us we were a help to her last year when she 
was having a baby. This is one of the many positive affirmations received so far this year. 
Please help us to continue this peaceful prayerful witness by signing up for an hour or 
more. Visit fli.org.nz/40daysforlife/or call 021 231 7954. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD in the Archdiocese of  
Wellington:  Our seminarians are Alfred Tong, Matthew White, Kinh Nguyen and Emilio 
Capin.  Gerson Badayos is preparing to enter Holy Cross Seminary in February 2021.  Visit 
the website wellingtonpriests.org to see a video of some of our seminarians and priests 
speaking about their call to priesthood. 

mailto:franknoef@orcon.net.nz
mailto:gavan.ofarrell1@gmail.com
http://www.cee-wellington.co.nz/
http://fli.org.nz/40daysforlife/

