
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

WERE YOU THERE? 
 

Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem where he knew well in 
advance that his opponents had been planning his arrest. Jesus also 
knew that he was going to die by their hands too. He could have 
easily got away from his opponents as he did many times before. 
Yet, he deliberately didn’t. “It was for this very reason that I have 
come to this hour.” (Jn 12). Was Jesus a fatalistic hero (or nut) like 
those Shakespearean characters whose lives ended so tragically as 
if their fates were so predetermined?    
 
The answer is in the way how we enter Jesus’ fateful journey of 
the cross, either as bystanders like the multitudes of his day or as a 
handful like Mary, Mary Magdalene and John at the foot of the 
cross. Many times, even as believers, we look on the crucified 
Jesus on the cross with human eyes instead of with the eyes of 
faith. It is not that we question the truth and belief behind Jesus’ 
death, but his death just doesn’t click or waken the faith in us that 
God in Jesus dies for us, because he simply loves. 
 
It is easy to say that. Everyone knows that. But, do I experience 
that Jesus died for me personally? In mystic spirituality (St. John 
of the Cross, Terese of Avila…), the way to understand all is not to 
understand, the way to have all is not to have. Meaning I have to 
empty myself of all that is of myself, so that I can see, understand 
and believe with the mind the heart of God alone. Like Christ, 
though he is God but in order to become a human completely like 
us, he emptied himself. (Phil 2:7)   
 
We enter Holy Week, journeying the path of the suffering and 
death of Christ. His death seems to be tragic and fatalistic in the 
eye of the world. But only if we were there, at the foot of the cross 
with the loving heart of God, only then we truly know. Were you 
there when they crucified my Lord? What a quantum leap of faith! 
 
John Quang svd. 
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28 MARCH 2021 
Readings: 

Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11; Gospel Mark 14: 1-15:47 



Responsorial Psalm 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

In Our Prayers 

Parish Notices 
BAPTISMS: 
We warmly welcome Ivy Addison Martin who is to receive the sacra-
ment of Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu 
(Sacred Heart Church Petone) this weekend, and her family.   
May all of you always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be held on Thursday 8

th
 

April 2021 (second Thursday of the month) in the Petone Presbytery Meeting 
Room, 41 Britannia St. Petone (back of Sacred Heart Church) 7:00pm. Parents 
wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend.  
 

If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 
971 7885. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please remember these and other sick 
people of the Parish in your prayers. 

 

Lena Barnao, Brother James, Pat Lee, 
Joan Hall,  

Michael & Anne Wheeler, 
Rosa Marie Santos, Lie Perez,  

Margaret Tinney, Helapia Teofilo,  
Tim Heath, Helen Thomson,  

Margaret Smith, Monty Garrick,  
Eileen Dellabarca, Mary Fagan,  

Niamh Quinn, Niko Perez,  
Valelia Lafaele, Etuale Perez,  

Bill S, Matalena Lemoto,  
Cathy & Joe Richardson, 

Zmerid Bakhos, Julie Soane, Fetu Perez, 
Hililo Savelio, Ana Pereira, Rosa Alona, 

Kathy Gill.  
If you know of anyone who is 

confined to 
their home or who needs a visit with 

Holy Communion, 
please advise the Parish Office 

(971.7885) 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember in your prayers the 

souls of our recently deceased. 
Salvador Macaranas, Mary Duignan, 

Gerard Perk (brother of Linnie Schomaker), 
Irene Angus. 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember and pray at all Masses for 
our loved family members, friends and 
parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

about this time. 
 

Margaret Barrance, Joan Clarke Irvine,  
Fr Brian Sherry, Myrna Garcia,  
Jean Lawson, Bernard Kearns. 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
 



 

 

 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES – 2021-2022 
Envelopes for 2021-2022 are now available at the back of the church of all 
communities.  Please collect your envelopes as it will save us the cost of postage. 
 

For those on automatic payment please collect your special offering envelopes 
which are also there.  In some cases they are unnumbered, so please ensure you 
put your PG number on the envelope so your donation can be properly recorded. 
 

For Petone parishioners, your Building Maintenance envelopes will come with your 
tax receipts. 
 

We are truly aware of the current circumstances, but we hope you will generously 
give for which we are very grateful. 
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by Automatic 
Payment. 
 

Automatic Payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities and to 
budget for expenses more accurately. Many banks are beginning to discontinue 
cheques as a form of payment so this is a good opportunity for current and 
prospective planned givers to consider Automatic Payment.  
 

For those who are already in our planned giving using envelopes, we encourage 
you to go on Automatic Payment.  Our bank account number is BNZ 02 0544 
0049224 00 and put your name and PG number as reference.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme, please contact the 
parish office on (04) 971 7885 for more information.  
Your financial contributions are very much appreciated. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: - 21 March 2021 - $2,517.80 
Thank you for your support. This does not include Automatic Payments.  
 
PARISH WEBSITE: We invite you to visit our new website: holyspirit.nz 
regularly. It is here that you can be updated with parish activities and information. 
 
WANTED/PERSON REQUIRED: 
A person with computer and computer skills who is willing to master the  
“One License” website for the recording of all the hymns used each week in our 
parish (all four churches). Email Nilda or Maria at holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or 
phone (04) 971 7885. 
 
LENT 2021 APPEAL: 
There are still envelopes available at the back of the Church for those who 
wish to be part of this appeal.  Envelopes for single donation are also 
available. You may either return your donation envelopes during the parish 
offertory collection or send them to Caritas directly.   
 

Donations received by Caritas in these envelopes by 31 March 2021 will be sent 
receipts for the 2020/2021 tax year.   
Donations received by Caritas after April 1

st
 will be sent 

receipts for the 2021/2022 tax year.   
 

Thank you for your generous support. 

mailto:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com


Readings 
DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
March 
29 Is 42: 1-7; Jn 12: 1-11 
30 Is 49: 1-6; Jn 13: 21-33, 36-38 
31 Is 50: 4-9; Mt 26: 14-25  
 
April  
1  (Lord’s Supper)  Ex 12: 1-8, 11-14;  
 1 Cor 11: 23-26; Jn 13: 1-15 
2  (Good Friday)  Is 52: 13-53:12; Heb 4 
 14-16, 5: 7-9; Jn 18: 1-19: 42 
3  (Holy Saturday)  Gen 1:1 – 2:2; Gen 

 22: 1-18; Ex 14: 15-15:1; Is 54: 5-14; 
 Is 55: 1-11; Baruch 3: 9-15, 32-4:4; 

 Ezek 36: 16-28 Rom 6: 3-11; Mk 16: 
 1-7 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of 
the Lord. 
 
First reading: Acts 10: 34, 37-43 
We have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead. 
 

Second reading: Colossians 3: 1-4 
Look for the things that are in heaven, 
where Christ is. 
 
Gospel: John 20: 1-9 
The teaching of scripture is  
that he must rise from the  
dead. 

Parish of the Holy Spirit - Te Wairua Tapu - 2021 Holy Week and Easter  
Timetable is inserted with this weeks newsletter. It is also included on our 
website - www.holyspirit.nz 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
SPIRITED:  Youth Music Jam, begins again today, Sunday 28th March from 11:15-
1pm. Intermediate age and up.  All music levels and instruments most welcome. 
Please join us at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.  
Bring a koha toward lunch. Contact Lucy Ryan 0226539525 for more info. 
 

A REFLECTION FOR GOOD FRIDAY: An invitation to join with the other Waiwhetu 
Churches on Good Friday. At the Uniting Church corner of Grenville St & Trafalgar St on 
Friday morning at 10 am. All welcome. 

 
SAN ANTONIO, EASTBOURNE 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE WITH ST RONANS:  Our community at Eastbourne has 
been invited along with the Anglican community to join with our friends at St. Ronans 
Presbyterian Church to their Good Friday service at 9.30am. We have been asked to 
partake in the readings.  Good support for this service is recommended. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

For your information we have included Te Awakairangi’s schedule as below: 
 

TE AWAKAIRANGI LENT/EASTER TIMETABLE 
 

HOLY THURSDAY     GOOD FRIDAY              EASTER SUNDAY 

St. Bernadette 7pm             3pm     7pm (Vigil) & 10am 

St. Martin de Porres 6pm                       3pm                           8.30am 

St. Michael                      7.30pm                  3pm                            8pm (Vigil) &  
     10.30am 

SS. Peter & Paul           7.30pm                  3pm                             7.30pm (Vigil), 
       9am & 5.30pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will also be held on St. Michael Church grounds at 
11am on Good Friday. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


