
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
 

Paul: The Convert Apostle 
 
“When Saul got to Jerusalem”. With these words at the start 
of today’s First Reading, St Paul enters the history of the first 
years of the Church. Before this recorded moment, Saul is 
mentioned as the ruthless persecutor of those first Jewish 
Christians. His conversion had been direct and dramatic, 
and now he has become a Christian preacher of the word, a 
divinely appointed Apostle. 
 
As Saul, Paul had not known Jesus, as the other apostles 
had. According to his own account, after his baptism, he 
spent a long period in retreat. (Some scholars suggest that 
may have been a 40 day retreat on Mount Sinai) It was there 
that God revealed to him an understanding of what he would 
term the theology of the Incarnation and the Paschal 
Mystery. 
 
He was to be the Apostle to the Gentiles, and so we think of 
him as the first great Christian missionary, establishing 
Christian communities throughout parts of Asia Minor, 
Greece and Cyprus. 
 
There is no doubt that he had been well-educated, both as a 
Jew and in Greek philosophy. Clearly, he was an 
aggressive, fearless preacher, consistently getting into 
arguments with educated Jews. So much so, that in 
Jerusalem he became an embarrassment to the infant 
church, and its leaders had to smuggle him out of the city.  
 
We know Paul, mainly, from his letters that are included in 
the New Testament. Through the three-year cycle they are 
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02 MAY 2021 
Readings: 

Acts 9:26-31; 1John 3:18-24; Gospel 15:1-8 



Responsorial Psalm 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please remember these and other sick 
people of the Parish in your prayers. 

 

Lena Barnao, Brother James, Pat Lee,  
Joan Hall, Michael & Anne Wheeler, 

Rosa Marie Santos, Lie Perez,  
Margaret Tinney, Helapia Teofilo,  

Tim Heath, Helen Thomson,  
Margaret Smith, Monty Garrick,  
Eileen Dellabarca, Mary Fagan,  

Niamh Quinn, Niko Perez,  
Valelia Lafaele, Etuale Perez,  

Bill S, Matalena Lemoto,  
Cathy & Joe Richardson, 

Zmerid Bakhos, Julie Soane, Fetu Perez, 
Hililo Savelio, Ana Pereira, Kathy Gill, 

Jo Ji Noche, Robert Nankivell,  
Kathy van Dyn.  

 
If you know of anyone who is confined 
to their home or who needs a visit with 

Holy Communion, 
please advise the Parish Office 

(971.7885) 

 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember in your prayers the 

soul of our recently deceased. 
Aniello La Via 

May he rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember and pray at all Masses for 
our loved family members, friends and 
parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

about this time. 
 

Andree Pascal, Margaret Theresa Berg, 
Hugh Vincent Dawson,  
Jean Leanne O’Connor, 
Graham Edmond Ryan,  

Paul John Daleszak, Marcelle Shermod. 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

In Our Prayers 

presented to us as Sundays’ Second Reading. Because they are 
letters, we only hear his side of the conversations, so we have to work 
out the questions he must be answering. As well as that, because of 
the depth of much of his thinking, we have to think through what he 
tells us. More than other readings they need to be well-prepared by 
the Reader, and, if we are wise, the rest of us will have prepared 
ourselves by reading and thinking through what Paul is telling us. 
Sometimes, too, we need to read the whole letter because of the 
context of which the Reading is a part. 
 
To do this will prove fruitful for us in times of prayer, and in the grasp 
we have of the tenets of our faith. 
 
Charles Cooper.   



BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be held in the Petone 
Presbytery Meeting Room, 41 Britannia St. Petone (back of Sacred 
Heart Church) on Thursday 6th May 2021 (1st Thursday of the month) 
7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to 
attend.  
 

If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 
971 7885. 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: 25 April 2021 - $2,665.80 
Thank you for your support. This does not include Automatic Payments.  
 

EMAILING PARISHIONERS:  
***Yes*** We can email all our parishioners now!!  
 

Don’t miss out...If you would like to receive important updates and other Parish 
information by email, e.g. when COVID levels change and we can’t celebrate Mass 
as usual, please send your Full Name and email address to the Parish Office at 
holyspiritparish41@gmail.com. You will be able to opt out at any time and we 
will not send unnecessary emails to you. 
 

Thank you to all parishioners who have provided their email addresses. 
Please be aware that we must have your permission to add you to our list to 
receive parish information by email.   
 

WELCOM:  Is the official monthly newspaper of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Wellington and the Diocese of Palmerston North and is free in all parish churches 
and schools in the two dioceses. 
As well as reporting on activities that occur in the two dioceses, WelCom aims to 
present educative and thought-provoking articles about the Church in the world. 
The May issue is available this weekend, don’t forget to pick up your ‘free’ 
copy. 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL: We ask God ’s blessings on all the teachers, children/students 
and staff of our four parish primary schools and also St Bernard’s College and 
Sacred Heart College as they begin the new school term.  
 
TAX RECEIPTS 2020-2021: 
Tax receipts should be available for collection in all parish communities next 
weekend, 8th/9th of May. 
 
PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2021: Is ready to begin this month. 
If your child does not attend our Catholic schools and would like to join the 
programme please contact the parish office - 971 7885 - for further information.  

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

“Each of us is a branch of the one vine; and all of us 
together are called to bear the fruits of this 

common membership in Christ and in the Church. 

 

Parish Notices 



SACRED HEART, PETONE 
SENIORS MASS: will be celebrated on Wednesday, 5th May at 10:00am. 
Everyone welcome. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
FUNDRAISING CONCERT: 
St Patrick’s Fundraising Committee invite you to a Winters afternoon of Song/Music 
with the renowned and loved Wellington Choir of St Mary of the Angels, bringing 
their amazing voices and musicians for you to enjoy.  
When: Sunday 20th June 2021 
Time: 2:30pm 
Where: St Patrick’s Church, Stanley Street, Wainuiomata 
Tickets: $20.00 each 

There will be spot prizes for you to win (why shouldn’t it be you!!) 
 

Proceeds in Aid of the Stage 3 Building Project. 
 

Contact: Alan  04 5646904 Mata   027 5361897 
 Nora  04 5647303 Annie  04 586 3056 

Readings 
DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
May 
 
3  1Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-9 
4  Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31 
5  Acts 15: 1-6; Acts 17:1-15; Jn 15:1-8 
6  Acts 15:7-21; 17:16-34; Jn 15:9-11 
7  Acts 1:15-17,20-26; Jn 15:9-17 
8  Acts 16:1-10, 18:24-19:7; Jn 15:18-21 
9  Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48; 

 1Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
6th Sunday of Easter 
 

First reading: .Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48 
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon the gentiles also. 
 

Second reading: .1John 4:7-10 
God is Love 
 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 
No one can have greater love than to lay 
down his life for his friends.  

Archdiocesan Events 
 

DAY OF REFLECTION FOR MOTHERS: It’s not too late to sign up for the “Come away 
with me” Reflection Day - Saturday 8th May. This Mother’s Day weekend, give 
yourself the gift of time to find rest in the presence of the Lord. 10am-3:30pm at Our 
Lady’s Home of Compassion, Island Bay.  
Contact:  Lucienne Hensel at Family Ministry: Email l.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz  
Phone 04 496 1715 or 021 164 5800 
 

WELCOME TO NEW CATHOLICS MASS: The annual Mass on Pentecost Sunday 
(23 May) to welcome new Catholics will be held this year at 5:00pm at St Mary of the 
Angels Church. This is always a wonderful occasion for RCIA teams and those 
baptized and received at Easter.  Please encourage all those who have been received 
into the Church in the last two years.  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS - Alfred, Matthew, Kinh, 
Emilio, and Gerson and for all those discerning the call to priesthood.  
Could someone you know become tomorrow’s priest? - Encourage him to be open 
to the possibility of priesthood. Contact Fr Andrew Kim, Vocations Director: 
andlekis@hotmail.com or 022 102 2011. Visit www.wellingtonpriests.org Follow us on 
Facebook: Wellington Priests. 

mailto:l.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz

