
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

5th Sunday of Lent (Year C) 
 

A MODERN AGE WITH A STONE AGE MENTALITY 
 

I guess humanity will be remembered by future generations (if they have 
the chance to exist) for how we mark the beginning of this millennium with 
pandemics and wars, man-made-disasters. We have well moved into the so
-called age of modernism and enlightenment, yet that unevolved animal 
instinct remains strong and well disguised in the human wicked heart. 
Humanity is still so prone to resolving human conflicts through brutal 
means like our stone age ancestors. Had Jesus been with us today, perhaps 
he might sigh “This is a wicked generation”. 
REPENTENCE NEEDED: From a Christian perspective, where can we start 
when looking at this messy world riddled with conflicts and hatred? The 
seemingly old message of Jesus remains ever relevant, “Repent for the 
kingdom of Heaven is now close at hand”. Whether we repent or not, the 
kingdom of God is still at hand, but repentance is an act of awakening in 
responding to the godly reality: God’s Kingdom among us.  
Lenten calls us to heighten again that spirit of repentance that we have 
been practicing throughout our lives. Repentance or conversion is a radical 
change of the mind/heart, so that from there our words and actions will be 
patterned accordingly to this radically changed mind/heart.  
NOT A FULL BUT OPEN MIND: A full mind is often a closed one. The 
Pharisees and their crowds came to Jesus with a woman caught red handed 
in an act of adultery. This woman has no excusable defence against their 
charge. When looking for a violent execution of the law which is lawfully 
justified, their minds are closed because they did not see the alternative. 
When we are not open to better and more humane alternatives, our minds 
are stuck and closed. 
Jesus saw the alternative because his mind is open. “Go and sin no more” 
he told the woman. He did not condone her act by telling her to sin no 
more. He called her to repentance with that command of ‘sin no more’. By 
setting her free, he opened an alternative to her, being a renewed person. 
Open mind sees alternative, full mind sees dead-end.  
The stone age mentality must be converted to the open mind of God that 
nothing is impossible.  
    John Quang, SVD
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Isaiah 43: 16-21; Philippians 3:8-14 Gospel John 8:1-11 



PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please remember these and other 
sick people of the Parish in your 

prayers. 

Lena Barnao, Brother James,  
Joan Hall, Michael & Anne Wheeler, 

Rosa Marie Santos, Lie Perez,  
Margaret Tinney,  

Tim Heath, Helen Thomson,  
Margaret Smith, Monty Garrick,  
Eileen Dellabarca, Mary Fagan,  

Niamh Quinn, Niko Perez,  
Valelia Lafaele, Etuale Perez, Bill S, 

Matalena Lemoto,  
Cathy & Joe Richardson, 

Zmerid Bakhos, Julie Soane, Fetu Perez, 
Hililo Savelio, Ana Pereira, 

Nathan Lysaght, Owen Hessian,  
Leota Toluao Osa Faamao, 

Anau Patemus Sialau (Samoa), 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, 

Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson 
 

We also continue to pray for those 
who are in isolation, sick or unwell 

because of  Covid. 

If you know of anyone who is confined to 
their home or needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please advise the Parish 

Office 971 7885 
 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember in your prayers the souls 

of our recently deceased. 
This week we remember  Lin Saines 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember and pray at all Masses for 
our loved family members, friends and 
parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

about this time. 
Margaret Barrance, Fr Brian Sherry, 

Myrna Garcia, Jean Lawson, David Statham, 
Noel Satherley, Leone (Maria) Pasene,  

Irene Angus.  
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

 
 

  

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.  

In Our Prayers 

Parish Notices 
REMINDERS WHEN ATTENDING MASS 

 

Mass Registration is no longer required. 
Masks to be worn at all times. 

No singing. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!! 
 

COVID PRESENCE 
We were advised by the Health Board that someone with the Covid virus was present at 

the following Masses: 
 Our Lady of the Rosary Waiwhetu   Sunday 27 March   10:00-11:00am 
 Sacred Heart Petone                   Sunday 20 March     9:30-11:00am 
 

If anyone who attended Mass at the above times have experienced some symptoms, 
please have yourself tested. THANK YOU 



BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
The next Baptism Preparation session will be Thursday, 7th April 2022 (first 
Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church 41 
Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized 
are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by 
contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 
CARITAS LENTEN GIVING ENVELOPE PACKS: 
The Lenten giving packs are available at the back of our churches. You can either use 
the weekly donation envelopes or use a single donation envelope. You may either return 
your donation envelopes in the offertory basket at Mass or send them to Caritas directly. 
A freepost envelope is available for this option. NZ Post specifies that cash must not be 
sent through the post. 
 

Donations received by Caritas in these 
envelopes by 31 March 2022 will be sent 
receipts for the 2021/2022 tax year,  
Donations received by Caritas after April 1st 
will be sent receipts for the 2022/2023 tax 
year.  
 

Thank you for your generous support. 
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by automatic payment. 
Automatic payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities and to 
budget for expenses more accurately. If you would like to sign up to our planned giving 
programme, please contact the parish office at (04) 971 7885 for more information.  
 

For those who are already in our planned giving using envelopes, we encourage you to 
go on Automatic Payment.  Our bank account number is:  
BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and put your name and PG number as a reference. 
 

Please note:  
For parishioners who are still giving by weekly envelope, your envelopes for the 
new financial year 2022/23 will be available for collection next weekend.  
   

Your financial contributions are greatly appreciated. - Thank you. 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS: 
13th March   $1171.70 
20th March  $1022.60 
27th March  $1413.40 
These totals do not include Automatic payments.  
 
WEL-COM: The April 2022 edition is being distributed this weekend. Plenty of 
interesting reading.  Don’t forget to pick up your ‘free’ copy. If you are visiting someone 
unable to attend Mass, please take them a copy of WelCom. 
 

PALM SUNDAY - April 10th, 2022 
 

For this year, as per ADW instruction, there will be no procession of palms into the 
Church, rather parishioners go directly to their places in the 
Church. 
 

The Palms are blessed in baskets and taken to the church doors at 
an appropriate time. 
 

Following the dismissal rite, the palms can be collected by the 
faithful as they depart the church.   

 



WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

“If we want the world to change,  
then first our hearts must change. 

 

Homily, Celebration of the Sacrament of Penance with the Act of Consecration to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 25 March 2022 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00pm in the church every Friday during Lent. 
 

ROSARY: Every Wednesday after the 6.30pm Mass. 
 

SYNOD MEETING: 
There will be a Synod discernment after the 9am Mass today, Sunday, 3rd April in the 
Church. Please come along if you would like to contribute to the Church’s  
Synod’s Questions. Thank you. 
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00pm every Friday during Lent.  
 

AVAILABLE HELP DURING COVID: 
Are you isolating because there's Covid in your household?  Or are you a more vulnera-
ble member of our community who would prefer to keep close to home and avoid super-
markets at the moment? There are parishioners who can help. We can collect groceries 
and other supplies, or are available if you're feeling isolated and would appreciate a 
friendly chat on the phone. Please call Cath Fitzgerald on 586 7598 or 021 1733 629. 
 

JOB VACANCY: SACRED HEART SCHOOL 
Our caretaker Des Jago is retiring at the end of this term after 17 years at our school. 
We have begun our search for someone to be our new caretaker. If you know anyone 
who might be interested in this position the details are below. 
School Caretaker Part-time 10 hours per week. Job description available from the school 
office. Start date is negotiable. 
Please contact the school for further details. 
liz@sacredheartpetone.school.nz or admin@sacredheartpetone.school.nz  

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

April 
4  Dan 13: 1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 8:1-11 
5  Num 21: 4-9; Jn 8:21-30 
6  Dan 3: 14-20,24-25,28; Jn 8: 31-42 
7  Gen 17: 3-9; Jn 8: 51-59 
8  Jer 20: 10-13; Jn 10: 31-42 
9  Ezek 37: 21-29; Jn 11: 45-56 
10 Is 50: 4-7; Phil 2: 6-11; Lk 22: 

 14-23:56 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS  
Palm Sunday 
 

First reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7 
I did not cover my face against insult and I 
know I will not be ashamed.  
Second reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
He humbled himself to become like us and God 
raised him on high. 
Gospel: Luke 22: 14-23:56 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Luke. 

READINGS 

How the consultation should be carried out: 
Honestly: the people of God are truly consulted. 
As broadly as possible: everyone participates, including those on the 
margins.  
Practical: provide concrete help for the mission to evangelize. 


