
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

1st Sunday of Lent (Year C)  
 

Jesus Temptation! 
 

Why temptation? Why did Jesus need to go through these 
temptations? 
How did Jesus’ deal with His temptation?! 
How do we deal with our temptation?! 

 

All these questions come to my mind when I start doing reflection for 
this Gospel. Jesus is the Son of God; how can He be tested? James tells 
us, “God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone” (James 
1:13) Yet the Incarnation (coming in flesh) required the Son of God to 
empty himself of His divine prerogatives (Philippians 2:7) and 
become one of us. In other words, Jesus is not only “Son of God” but 
also “Son of Man”. Apart from His divine nature, He also possesses 
human nature like us. He also has the free will to choose right or wrong 
like us.  
 

The temptation of Jesus in the desert tells us that temptations induce us 
to sin. Sin is to say “No” to God and His ways. The Gospel reading 
today provides us with more effective methods as we face temptation 
every day. We can learn from Jesus as He carried his mission. The offers 
of Satan are conditional. Jesus answered the devil with an emphatic 
“NO”. 
 

The three traditional Lenten practices address each of the three 
temptations. When our desire for possessions is strong, we are to 
practice almsgiving, freely donating our material goods to the needy.  If 
the desire for prestige rules our lives, we will engage in fasting to 
conquer this form of selfishness. When we want power and control, we 
must spend time in prayer, surrendering our lives to God’s will, 
allowing Him to rule our lives.  The season of Lent is precious 
opportunity to journey with Jesus. This involves struggling (as Jesus did) 
with the forces of evil, the demons of possessions, prestige/pride, and 
power. A forty-day season of grace now begins.  Don’t lose one day!  
God is calling! Listen to His voice today! Move from selfishness to 
generosity. 
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Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Romans 10: 8-13; Gospel  Luke 4:1-13 



PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please remember these and other 
sick people of the Parish in your 

prayers. 

Lena Barnao, Brother James,  
Joan Hall, Michael & Anne Wheeler, 

Rosa Marie Santos, Lie Perez,  
Margaret Tinney,  

Tim Heath, Helen Thomson,  
Margaret Smith, Monty Garrick,  
Eileen Dellabarca, Mary Fagan,  

Niamh Quinn, Niko Perez,  
Valelia Lafaele, Etuale Perez, Bill S, 

Matalena Lemoto,  
Cathy & Joe Richardson, 

Zmerid Bakhos, Julie Soane, Fetu Perez, 
Hililo Savelio, Ana Pereira, 

Nathan Lysaght, Owen Hessian,  
Leota Toluao Osa Faamao, 

Anau Patemus Sialau (Samoa), 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, 

Kalolo Misa, Joe Wesselingh. 
If you know of anyone who is 

confined to their home or who 
needs a visit with 
Holy Communion, 

please advise the Parish Office 
(971.7885) 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember in your prayers the soul 

of our recently deceased. 
Olivia Marchent 

May she rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember and pray at all Masses for 
our loved family members, friends and 
parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

about this time. 
Fairlie Sim, Bob OIkeby, Bernard Foulquies, 

Laurie Durney, Olive Johnson, 
Maurine Myers, Murphy Ioane. 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace 
 

Almighty Father, source of forgiveness 
and salvation, grant that our relatives and 

friends who have passed from this life may, 
through the intercession of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and of all the saints, come to 
share your Eternal happiness through Christ 

our Lord. Amen 
 

Eternal Rest, grant to them, O Lord. And 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble 

In Our Prayers 

Parish Notices 

REMINDERS WHEN ATTENDING MASS 
 

 Vaccine Pass sighted and/or verified on entry to church. 
 Please keep to your bubbles. 
 Masks to be worn at all times. 
 No singing. 
 Limit of 100 in Church.  Need to book online (holyspirit.nz) or 

phone parish office 971 7885 no later than midday Friday. 
 Please observe distances when going to communion. 



BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
The next Baptism Preparation session will be Thursday, 7th April 2022 (first Thursday 
of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 
7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish 
to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 

CARITAS LENTEN GIVING ENVELOPE PACKS: 
Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving in preparation for Easter. Each year the 
Lent Appeal is run by Caritas, on behalf of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops' 
Conference (NZCBC), to support our work of charity and justice for the poorest and most 
vulnerable around the world, including New Zealand.  
During Lent, New Zealand's Catholic Bishops invite us to 
provide for the needs of the poor through the work of 
Caritas. Money raised through the Bishops' Lent Appeal 
helps us to fund both development and emergency relief 
work around the world.  
 

The Lenten giving packs were distributed last weekend, and they should also be 
available at the back of our churches. You can either use the weekly donation envelopes 
in the offertory basket or send them to Caritas directly.  A freepost envelope is available 
for this option. NZ Post specifies that cash must not be sent through the post. 

 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by automatic payment. 
Automatic payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities and to 
budget for expenses more accurately. If you would like to sign up to our planned giving 
programme, please contact the parish office at (04) 971 7885 for more information.  
 

For those who are already in our planned giving using envelopes, we encourage you to 
go on Automatic Payment.  Our bank account number is:  
BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and put your name and PG number as a reference.  
Your financial contributions are greatly appreciated. - Thank you. 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS:  27th February 2022 $1,544.60 
Thank you for your support. This total does not include Automatic Payments. 
 
WELCOM: The March edition of Welcom is available this weekend.  
As well as reporting on activities from the two dioceses, Welcom aims to present 
educative and thought-provoking articles about the church from around the world.  
Pick up your ’free’ copy.   

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

“Lent is a favourable time for personal and community 
renewal, as it leads us to the paschal mystery of the death 

and resurrection  of Jesus Christ.”  
 

 
Key Convictions  

For a Synodal Church 
 

 
Listen to one another in order to listen to the Holy Spirit 
In a spirit of prayer, grounded in the liturgy and the Word of God 
An experience shared with one another, not just filling out a questionnaire 
A process, not a one-time event 
Discerning together so that the decisions made are for the good of all. 



Archdiocesan Events 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00pm in the church every Friday during Lent. 
 

ROSARY: Every Wednesday after the 6.30pm Mass. 
 

ST VINNIES WAINUIOMATA: we are now open every Saturday 9:00am to 11:00am. 
Great bargains for all.  See you there. 
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00pm every Friday during Lent.  
 

JOB VACANCY: SACRED HEART SCHOOL 
Our caretaker Des Jago is retiring at the end of this term after 17 years at our school. 
We have begun our search for someone to be our new caretaker. If you know anyone 
who might be interested in this position the details are below. 
 

School Caretaker Part-time 10 hours per week. Job description available from the school 
office. Applications close 18th March 2022. Start date negotiable. 
Please contact the school for further details: liz@sacredheartpetone.school.nz or  
admin@sacredheartpetone.school.nz or Phone 5686711 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

March 
7  Lev 19:1-2,11-18; Mt 25:31-46 

8  Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 

9  Jonah 3: 1-10; Lk 11: 29-32 

10 Esther 14: 1,3-5,12-14; Mt 7: 7-12 

11 Ezek 18: 21-28; Mt 5: 20-26 

12 Deut 26: 16-19; Mt 5: 43-48 

13 Gen 15: 5-12,17-18; Phil 3:17-4:1; 

 Lk 9: 28-36 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS  
Second Sunday of Lent 
 

First reading: Genesis 15: 5-12,17-18 
God made a covenant with Abraham, his faith-
ful servant. 
Second reading: Philippians  3:17-4:1 
Christ will transfigure these bodies of ours into 
copies of his glorious body. 
Gospel: Luke 9:28-36  
As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his 
face was changed, and his clothing 
became brilliant as lightning. 

READINGS 

 

ONLINE SEMINAR: LIVING LAUDATO SI’ IN LENT 2022: Thursday 10 March, 7.30-8.30pm 
The Wellington EJP Commission’s Integral Ecology Committee is offering an online seminar 
in Lent to assist individuals and families who would like to live more simply by reducing their 
carbon footprint part of Lenten practice. All are welcome. Presenters: Estelle and Stuart 
Henrys and Mgsr Gerard Burns. Please contact l.beech@wn.catholic.org.nz to be emailed 
the online meeting details. 
 

CARITAS AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND IS LOOKING FOR A COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSISTANT: We are looking for a Communications Assistant to join our team here in the 
Caritas Office in Wellington.  This role supports our communications with donors, parishes, 
schools and tangata whenua communities. For a copy of the role description please contact 
Roger Ellis, Engagement Manager – rogere@caritas.org.nz  or call 021 526 264. 
 

JOSHUA WELLINGTON will hold a ZOOM meeting on Thursday 17th March 2022 starting 
7:30pm until 8:30pm. If you’re not already receiving Joshua emails, contact Steve Ready 027-
356-9555, for Zoom details. 
 
Here are some websites that parishioners may want to look at for LENTEN REFLECTIONS  
https://foodforfaith.org.nz/2022/02/excited/Fr John O’Connor 
https://www.nlo.org.nz (National Liturgy Office) They will be posting a weekly reflection 
from the Sunday readings. 
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