CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

EASTER SUNDAY (Year C)
EASTER AS AN EXPERIENCE ENLIGHTED BY THE SPIRIT

Sometimes we have the ‘A ha’ experience. Something we did not
quite grasp before, then in a sudden moment we understand it as it is,
we call out ‘A ha, I got it.’ We become ‘enlightened’. From a
spiritual/religious sense, Easter for the early disciples was something
like that. While Jesus was still with them and even shortly after his
death, the disciples failed to understand Jesus and his mission. How
often Jesus was grieved because of their lack of understanding and
faith. They were transformed only after they had encountered the
Holy Spirit. Only then, everything suddenly made sense to them. A
ah!
The Easter Event has been a controversial argument in the course of
human history. Unless one is open to and driven by the power of the
Holy Spirit, one will never ‘get it’. It is a futile attempt to understand
it on human terms. Even the early disciples of Jesus, “They did not
yet understand the Scripture that He had to rise from the dead.” They
understood only after they ‘had been filled with the Holy Spirit’.
Paul had his ‘a ha experience’ when he was struck down on his road
to Damascus. He lost his control and the Spirit had a grasp of him.
This spirit-enlightened experience has changed Paul so radically that
he lived and died for his new conviction. Paul is solidly firm that ‘If
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your
faith is in vain, and we are the most pitied people’. No one is silly
enough to die for a self-fabricated story. But indeed, Christ has been
raised by the Spirit.
The Easter Church has seen the Easter Effect in her life and in the
lives of the early witnesses. We are called to be Easter people too.
What is the ‘a ha spirit enlightened’ Easter Effect in our lives?
John Quang, svd
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Acts 10: 34,37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; Gospel John 20:1-9
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Responsorial Psalm
Alleluia, alleluia!

Mass has been offered for:
Recently deceased:

Falaniko Perez

Anniversaries:

Myra Miriam O’Leary, Archibald Anthony Anderson,
Michael Hankey, Jack Watts, Eileen Peacock,
Patricia Dwyer, Theresa Cataldo, Rita Quigg,
Hannah Armstrong.
May they rest in God’s eternal peace.

Prayers for the sick:

Nathan Lysaght, Owen Hessian, Anau Patemus Sialau (Samoa),
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson,
Bill Barret, Patricia Rossbottom, Otis Hill.

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. If you know of anyone
confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy Communion, please contact the
office 971 7885

Parish Notices
REMINDERS WHEN ATTENDING MASS
We are now in ORANGE of the traffic light system
No limit to numbers in our churches
Masks to be worn at all times.
No singing.
IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!
COVID PRESENCE
We were advised by the Health Board that someone with the Covid virus
was present at the following Mass:
Our Lady of the Rosary - Sunday 10th April 8:00am -9:00am.
Sacred Heart Petone - Sunday 10th April 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Anyone who attended Mass at the above time and has experienced some
symptoms, please have yourself tested.
THANK YOU
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:
The next Baptism Preparation session will be on Thursday 5 May 2022
(first Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church
41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child
baptized are invited to attend.
If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the
Parish Office at 971 7885.

BAPTISMS:
We warmly welcome Christopher Nnamdi Muhire Amadi and
Malakai Lupe Gregory Williams who received the sacrament of
Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu (St
Patrick’s Wainuiomata and Sacred Heart Petone, respectively) and
their families last Sunday.
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love.
2022-2023 PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES/TAX RECEIPTS 2022
Planned Giving envelopes for 2022-23 are now available in alphabetical order at the
back of the Church. For those on automatic payment, special collection envelopes
are also included. Kindly collect them on your way out.

Tax Receipts for 2022 will be available at the end of April.
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH:
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by automatic payment.
Automatic payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities
and to budget for expenses more accurately. If you would like to sign up to our
planned giving programme, please contact the parish office at (04) 971 7885 for
more information.
Your financial contributions are greatly appreciated.

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS:
10 April 2022 - $1931.60
This total does not include
Automatic payments.

SACRED HEART, PETONE
NEXT SUNDAY 24 APRIL MASS
The 9:30am Mass will be led by the Samoan Community
AVAILABLE HELP DURING COVID:
Are you isolating because there's Covid in your household? Or are you a more
vulnerable member of our community who would prefer to keep close to home and
avoid supermarkets at the moment? There are parishioners who can help. We can
collect groceries and other supplies, or are available if you're feeling isolated and
would appreciate a friendly chat on the phone.
Please call Cath Fitzgerald on 586 7598 or 021 1733 629.
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY:
(Please note this is the correct notice for Divine Mercy)
Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration to be held at St Theresa’s Church
Karori starting at 2pm. Number of attendants is limited.

Please Contact 0226597660
Please refer to poster at back of Church for full programme.

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
There will be a meeting on Tuesday 19 April 2022 at San Antonio Church, Eastbourne
commencing at 7.30 pm.
READINGS
DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

April
18 Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Mt 28: 8-15
19 Acts 2: 36-41; Jn 20: 11-18
20 Acts 3: 1-10; Lk 24: 13-35
21 Acts 3: 11-26; Lk 24: 35-48
22 Acts 4: 1-12; Jn 21: 1-14
23 Acts 4: 13-21; Mk 16: 9-15
24 Acts 5: 12-16; Rev 1: 9-13,17-19;
Jn 20: 19-31

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
Second Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 5: 12-16

The numbers of men and women who came
to believe in the Lord increased steadily.
Second reading: Revelations 1: 9-13, 17-19
I was dead and now I am to live for ever and
ever.
Gospel: John 20: 19-31
After eight days Jesus came
in and stood among them.

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS

Easter, brothers and sisters, is the feast of tombstones taken away,
rocks rolled aside. God takes away even the hardest stones against
which our hopes and expectations crash: death, sin, fear, worldliness.
Human history does not end before a tombstone, because today it
encounters the “living stone”, the risen Jesus. Easter Vigil Homily 2019

Dear Parishioners,
Wishing you and your families a happy, beautiful and blessed Easter season.

Parish Pastoral Team Fr Marlon, Fr John, Fr Michael, Mons Charles.

Archdiocesan Notices
SYNOD SUBMISSIONS CLOSING SOON! There are 3 weeks left to make a contribute to the global
Synod. Give us a call if you are unsure how to participate, or visit 2021 Synod: For a Synodal Church |
Archdiocese of Wellington (catholic.org.nz) Contact Chris (04 496 1706) or Lucienne (04 496 1715)
Email synod@wn.catholic.org.nz
WOMEN’S VOICES – A SYNODAL RESPONSE How are we as women called to participate in the
mission of the Church? As Catholic women, what are our hopes and dreams for a truly inclusive
Church? Register today for an opportunity to participate in the synodal journey and share, listen and
discern with other Catholic women in our Archdiocese. Wednesday 20th April @ 7pm on Zoom or
Thursday 21st April @ 7pm at St Joseph’s Mt Victoria.
Contact Lucienne Hensel @ l.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz or 04 496 1715

