
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

IS ASCENSION A FANTASY? 
 

If I were to sit with a dying person who is struggling with his pain, 
and comfort him “You will be ok, persevere and you will soon go 
to heaven and be with God.” It may sound nice but may not be 
very helpful when his pain is real and overwhelming. Yet, to live a 
life without any belief can be very abysmal because we build the 
future on belief. 
 

From the very beginning, children are taught to believe, rather than 
not to believe; parents send their children to school with the belief 
that their learning will do some good for their future; we toil and 
sweat in the here and now because we believe in a better future as 
a result. Belief makes miracles possible. 
 

Atheism doesn’t believe in an ultimate future beyond this earthly 
existence. We are eventually reduced to nothingness/emptiness. 
There is no ultimate justice for those who suffered unjustly at the 
hands of mass murderers/dictators. Living a good moral life may 
not be very rewarding other than just self-satisfaction in this life. 
We humans are the end in ourselves. Christian belief is radical. It 
happens because one believes, as Jesus often said after performing 
a miracle. 
 

Humanity never stops ‘looking up to heaven’ and wonder if we 
came from out there? Why are we here and where shall we go to 
eventually? To celebrate Jesus’ ascension is to celebrate our belief 
in our ultimate destiny of hope and glory. Where he has gone, we 
will follow, namely heaven. Heaven is not a physical place/space 
out there. Heaven is where God is, and God is love. Where love is, 
heaven is. 
 

Jesus ascended to heaven. He ‘left’ us physically, yet he is still 
with us in Spirit. When we pray “Thy kingdom come”, we pray 
that our corruptible bodies and world will be eventually 
transformed into what God means us to be. That’s our ultimate 
hope and glory. It’s our belief. 
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29 MAY 2022  -  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (YEAR C) 
 

Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Gospel Luke 24:46-53 



Responsorial Psalm 
God mounts this throne to shouts of joy; a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Mass has been offered for: 
Our Recently deceased: May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

Anniversaries: Don Lee, Joe Gomez, Frances Lilley.  
   May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
 
Prayers for the sick: Nathan Lysaght, Owen Hessian, Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, 

Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson, Bill Barret, Patricia Rossbottom, Otis Hill, 
Mons Charles Cooper. 

 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy Communion, 

please contact the office 971 7885 

 
TAX RECEIPTS 2022: 
These are now available at the back of the Church in alphabetical order. 
Kindly collect them and also any Planned Giving envelopes for 2022-23 that are still 
unclaimed. 
 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
 

The next Baptism Preparation session will be on Thursday 2 June 
2022 (first Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart 
Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have 
their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the 
session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 
 
LIFE TEEN PETONE – A YOUTH GROUP: 
Life Teen, a national youth movement is set to start on 12

th
 June. Our launch event 

will be at Sacred Heart Church Hall from 6.30 – 8pm. The Group is for college 
students’ years 9 - 13. The event will involve Food fun, games and a peak at what is 
to come. 
Please start talking about it, to each other, to teens, to parents and to us! Like our 
Facebook page “Life Teen Petone” and contact Max: 
0272255449, max@arobake.co.nz, to stay in the loop or to get involved. 

Parish Notices 
REMINDERS WHEN ATTENDING MASS 

While we are at Alert Level ORANGE the following is in place:  
 

 Masks to be worn at all times 

 Communion is under one kind and only in the hand 

 No physical contact at the sign of peace 

 Singing now allowed with masks on. 
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PARISH PROPERTIES REVIEW UPDATE: 
As part of the Parish property review work, workshops will be conducted over two 
weekends in June to gather parishioners ideas on re-imagining the Waiwhetu 
church. Please join us to provide your thoughts. 
 

Eastbourne: Saturday 11th June before 5:30pm Mass (workshop at 4:30pm) 
 

Waiwhetu: Sunday 12th June after 10am Mass 
 

Petone: Sunday 19th June after 9:30am Mass 
 

Wainuiomata: Saturday 18th June after 6pm Mass 
 

More background and information can be found on the website. 
 
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by automatic payment 
Automatic payment contributions make it easier for us to plan our activities and to 
budget for expenses more accurately. If you would like to sign up to our planned 
giving programme, please contact the parish office at (04) 971 7885 for more 
information. Thank you for considering this possibility.   
 

For those who are already in our planned giving using envelopes, we encourage 
you to go on automatic payment. Our bank account number is BNZ 02 054 0049224 
00 and put your PG number as reference. 
 

Your financial contribution is very much appreciated. 
 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: 22nd May $1,995.90  This amount does not include APs. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 
 
SACRED HEART COLLEGE 2023 ENROLMENTS OPEN: 
Online from Monday, 2 May OPEN MORNINGS – Wed 1 June (Catholic 
Schools) & Thurs 2 June (All welcome). Please visit sacredheartcollege.school.nz 
under ‘Enrolment’ to submit an online enrolment or for more information. You can 
also contact us directly at enrolments@sacredheartcollege.school.nz 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS: 
Seminarians Alfred, Kinh, Emilio and Gerson have returned to Auckland to continue 
their studies, while Matthew is on pastoral placement at Otari Parish. Please keep 
them all in your prayers as well as Fr David Dowling, the new Seminary Formator. 
Thinking about Priesthood -visit www.wellingtonpriests.org 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

The Ascension of the Risen Jesus  
contains the promise  

that we too will participate in the fullness of life 
with God. 

 



READINGS 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY AND FAMILY MASSES WORKSHOP: 
Presented by Fr Patrick Bridgman. This workshop is aimed at  everyone who is involved in Children’s 
liturgy and/or organising Family Masses. Those people who are just curious are very welcome to 
attend as well. St Joseph’s, Mt Victoria. June 9th at 7pm. Tea and coffee available from 6.30pm. 
Please register with Christine at c.walkerdine@wn.catholic.org.nz 
 

BISHOPS CONFERENCE MEETING: The bishops were in Christchurch last week for one of their 
regular Conference meetings. If you'd like to get the flavour of the kind of matters they discuss, go to 
this link: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/nzcbc-may2022meeting/ 
 
50TH ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY – FR ALAN ROBERTS:  
Fr. Alan Roberts is celebrating his 50th Ordination Anniversary in June 2022. If you would like to 
express a congratulatory message to him, please do so by 16th June 2022. Please use this link: 
www.tinyurl.com/Alans50th  
For more information, please contact Nick Wilson – nwilson@pndiocese.org.nz  

Archdiocesan Notices 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
SENIORS’ MASS:  
It gives me great pleasure to let you know that we will be commencing our 
Seniors’ Masses again.  Our next Seniors’ Mass will be on Wednesday 
1

st
 June.  It will be a Mass of Anointing.  Mass will commence at 

10:00am and will be followed by morning tea.  Welcome back to all of you. 
Sister Annette 
 
AVAILABLE HELP DURING COVID: 
Are you isolating because there's Covid in your household?  Or are you a more 
vulnerable member of our community who would prefer to keep close to home and 
avoid supermarkets at the moment? There are parishioners who can help. We can 
collect groceries and other supplies, or are available if you're feeling isolated and 
would appreciate a friendly chat on the phone. Please call Cath Fitzgerald on 586 
7598 or 021 1733 629. 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL ENROLMENTS FOR 
2023 close on 31st August 2022. If your child is turning 5 in 2023 
and you are intending to enrol your child at OLRS, please contact 
the school office to book an enrolment appointment. 

Readings 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
 

May 
30 Acts 19: 1-8; Jn 16: 29-33  
31 Zeph 3: 14-18; Lk 1: 39-56  
June 
1  Acts 20: 28-38; Jn 17: 11-19  
2  Acts 22: 30, 23:6-11; Jn 17: 20-26  
3  Acts 25: 13-21; Jn 21 15-19 
4  Acts 28: 16-20, 30-31; Jn 21: 20-25  
5  Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Cor 12: 3-7, 12-13  
 John 20: 19-23   
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:  
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

First reading: Acts 2: 1-11 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak different languages. 
 

Second reading: Corinthians 12: 3-7, 
12-13 In the one Spirit we were all  
baptised making one body. 
 

Gospel: John 20: 19-23  
As the Father sent me, so I 
send you:  Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 
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