
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 
(Isaiah 2:5) 

 

The Mass readings for today, the First Sunday of Advent, have a “get 
ready”, “God is coming”, theme. The Prophet Isaiah has a joyful message, 
calling us to: “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” (Isaiah 2:5), while 
St. Paul calls us to: “Equip ourselves for the light.” (Romans 13:12). Then in 
the Gospel, Jesus reminds us to be prepared at all times to meet God 
(Matthew 24:44). 
 

Personally, when I reflect on these readings I find myself pondering about 
what brings the light of God into my life, and about the reality that I 
experience of how God comes to me in the here-and-now. While I do 
believe that after death I will meet God in a special way and that God will 
say, “My child, you are going to live for eternity in my love, in my light”, at 
the same time I believe God says, “Don’t block out the light of my love 
now! Know my presence now!” 
 

The light of God’s love shines on me in so many different ways, mainly 
through the different, beautiful people that God brings into my life. Jesus 
says in today’s Gospel, “Be ready, for the Son of Man (a title Jesus took to 
Himself) is coming when you don’t expect it!” Almost every day, 
unexpectedly He comes to me, through people whom I meet, and also 
through things that happen, which in themselves might seem insignificant. 
 

Something I learnt from my mother is that God’s plans for us are never 
destroyed. She always had a “big picture” of life which was brightly lit by 
God’s light. Bad weather never ruined her plans, just changed them. A 
traffic jam, or a cancellation never ruined her plans, just changed them. 
God’s light was shining, even when tragedy and misfortune happened. 
 

Let’s allow Jesus to come into our lives as He wants to. Let’s have the God-
given vision to see his presence in the people and events of our lives, now! 
 

    Fr Bill Burt SVD 

  
41 Britannia Street, Petone   PO Box 33143   Wellington Mail Centre Lower Hutt 5045 

Telephone: (04) 971.7885   
Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com  Website: www.holyspirit.nz 

27 NOVEMBER 2022 
      1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)  

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44 



Following the Government’s decision to end the Covid Protection framework we, 
as a parish, are aware that some parishioners are concerned about the impact 
these changes will have for the overall welfare of our parish communities. 
 

At our last Parish Pastoral Council Meeting a decision was made to resume making 
the precious blood available to parishioners who feel comfortable partaking from the 
one cup. The Blood of Christ will be available from November 2022 in the 
communities that have decided to resume receiving the precious blood.   
 

How places of worship can operate safely and help their communities stay safe: 
 Encourage people who are unwell to stay home 
 Encourage the use of masks if attendees have household contacts who are 

positive and isolating. 
 Clean and sanitise shared surfaces thoroughly before and after use. 
 Clean and sanitise musical and prayer related instruments thoroughly before and 

after use. 
 Have plenty of places for people to wash/sanitise their hands. 
 Encourage people to stay up to date with vaccinations. 
 Ensure that spaces are well ventilated. Good ventilation helps remove Covid 19 

virus particles in the air.  
 
NOVEMBER MASS COUNTS: 
It is that time of the year again when the Archdiocese requests that we take a count of 
those who attend Sunday Mass in our churches during the month of November. There 
are four Sundays in the month this year – 6, 13, 20 and 27. Counting sheets were 
distributed to all four communities last week. Please ensure they are filled out each 
week. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 20 November - $1119.70  This amount does not include APs.  
 

Thank you for your support.  
 
LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: Meeting Monday, 28th November 7:00pm - 
8:30pm in Sts Peter & Paul Meeting Room. Contact 04 5670905. All Welcome.  

Parish Notices 

Responsorial Psalm 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased: May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
    
Anniversaries:               Neil James Hansen, Susan Dooley, Pat Wolak .  
 May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
Prayers for the sick: Owen Hessian, Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, 
 Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili,  
 Mons Charles Cooper, Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, 

Derek Wiltshire, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray 
 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 



NOVEMBER – HOLY SOULS – MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE: 
We always remember our loved family and friends who have gone before us 
and in the month of November we remember them especially and pray with 
the Church. Each community of our Parish will have a special devotion to 
participate in as we remember our beloved dead. 
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2023: 
The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic Calendar, well-known for its 
traditional religious paintings and liturgical information. These are now available at 
$12 each. If interested, please phone the office (971 7885) and we will allocate one 
for you. 

LIFE TEEN – This Sunday 6.30pm in the Hall, 33 Britannia Street, Petone.  With the 
warmer weather we have started messy games in preparation for camp. Expect the 
unexpected!! 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP AOTEAROA 2023 from the 18th - 22nd January at 
Saint Peter's College, Cambridge. Life Teen is partnering with Auckland and 
Hamilton Diocese to bring an epic National camp to life! We have 6 slots left, to join 
our group, Contact max@arobake.co.nz 

 
BAPTISM AND BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION 
We warmly welcome Lorelei Amy Grace Fetting and Isaac Noah Enriquez Gavine 
who received the sacrament of Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua 
Tapu (Sacred Heart Church Petone) on 13 November.  We also welcome this 
Sunday Stephanie-Ann Spooner and Chloe Margaret Hamilton. 
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 

The next Baptism Preparation session will be on Thursday 1st December 2022 in 
the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. 
 

If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish 
Office at 971 7885. 
 
SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: It is now only 7 days until 
the deadline for getting your ticket to the Christmas Luncheon on 
Friday, 9th December 2022. If you haven't done so and want to 
come, please contact Sister Annette 0276686650 or Alan 5646904. 
We would love you to join us. IMPORTANT - We need to know in 
plenty of time numbers for catering purposes. 
Looking forward to hearing from you. Regards, Sister Annette & Alan. 

PARISH MASS – 20TH NOVEMBER 2022 - FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
The Pastoral Team thank all those involved in the preparation of the Mass. It was a 
wonderful celebration of coming together as one whole community.  
 
GIFTING AND PARTICIPATION FORM   
At the end of our Parish Mass, John Callaghan (Chair Parish Pastoral Council) 
spoke about gifting and participation. We encourage you to fill out the form which 
are available at the back of your church.  Each one of us has a gift to offer 
 

“Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 

 

1 Peter 4:1 

mailto:max@arobake.co.nz


DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

November 
 

28  Is 4: 2-6; Mt8: 5-11 
29 Is 11:1-10; Lk 10; Lk 10:21-24 
30 Rom 10: 9-18; Mt 4:18-22 

December 
 

1  Is 26: 1-6; Mt 7: 21,24-27 
2  Is 29: 17-24; Mt 9: 27-31 
3  Is 30: 19-21,23-26; Mt 9: 35-10:1 
4  Is 11: 1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt3:1-12 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

First reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10 
He judges the poor with justice. 
 

Second reading: Romans 15: 4-9 
Christ, the hope of all people 
 

Gospel: Matthew 3: 1-12 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand. 
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL are preparing Christmas boxes for vulnerable members of 
the community.   Non perishable food items including Christmas treats will be gratefully 
accepted over the next 3-4 weeks. 
Christmas Cards from St Vincent de Paul - $5.00 per 5 cards. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
MENS GROUP: Calling any men in our Parish who desire to build an 
understanding of growing their faith. Based on the synod call “Go you are sent to 
develop a spirituality of service”, you are invited to an Advent prep series on Saturdays, 
26 Nov, 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th Dec, 8am - 9am at St Patricks Church, Wainuiomata. Any 
queries please contact Tony Harrington, 021 0224 6184.  
 

WAINUIOMATA SAMOAN CATHOLIC YOUTH & SAIA FRANK SOLA 
Christmas Buffet Dinner and Performances, 11th December 6:30pm,  
Tickets $20pp, Wainuiomata Community Hall.  
Ticket Reservation:  0226326123/0220807589 
 

9 LESSONS AND CAROLS at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH (The Strand) 
Our Anglican friends at Holy Trinity have invited parishioners to join with them for 9 
Lessons and Carols starting at 7:30pm on Sunday, 11th December. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend.  
  

HOLY ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
St Vincent de Paul  
There will be a meeting on Monday 21 November 2022 in Our Lady of the  
Rosary Community Church foyer commencing at 7.30 pm. 
 

SPIRITED - YOUTH MUSIC JAM - December 11th, 11:15-1pm, OLR Church. 
For Intermediate age and older.  Please bring a koha for our pizza lunch and your 
instruments. Contact Lucy for more info 0226539525. 

 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

“(Now) begins a time of consolation and hope, the time 
of Advent: a new liturgical year begins, which brings 
with it the novelty of our God, who is the God of all 

Consolation. I wish you to experience advent thus, as a 
time of consoling novelty and joyous waiting”.  

       2018 


