
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

THE FIRST “SUPERSTAR”: JOHN THE BAPTIST ?! 
 

In March, 2023, the Wainuiomata Little Theatre will stage the musical, 
“Jesus Christ Superstar”.  One of the most popular musicals ever written, it 
was first performed on 12th October, 1971, in the U.K.,  and has continued 
to entertain millions of people on the stage and screen around the world to 
the present day. It tells the story of Jesus, through the eyes of a tormented 
Judas, in a rock opera format. 
 

Talking of “superstars”,  it could be said that John the Baptist, who has 
the central role in today’s Gospel, was very much the first superstar. 
 

John came on the scene in Israel in a very dramatic way. Crowds flocked to 
see and hear him, to be touched by his charisma. He challenged people, 
made them feel uncomfortable, called them to change their life styles, 
which many wouldn’t have liked.  But he attracted them like a magnet, like 
moths to a flame. He was irresistible. However, his time in the limelight 
wasn’t long, probably much less than Jesus’s. John had no desire to be 
idolised. His sole mission in life was to prepare for the coming of Jesus, to 
point people in the direction of Jesus. A momentary “superstar” in the eyes 
of the people? Yes. But not in his own. He passionately called those who 
came to see, hear and be baptised by him, to turn away from the bad, and 
be open to the Holy Spirit, to allow Jesus to become number one in their 
hearts. 
 

John’s message still holds true for us today. I still remember the first prayer 
I was taught: “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, look upon this little child.” 
Beautiful! But for an adult Christian, it would be foolhardy to ignore John’s 
teaching about being an adult believer who takes their faith in Jesus 
seriously. The “gentle Jesus” image is perfect for a child, but we are called 
to go beyond that. Let’s listen to John, and reflect on our lives as his call 
from 2000 years ago rings true today. 
    Fr Bill Burt SVD 

  

41 Britannia Street, Petone   PO Box 33143   Wellington Mail Centre Lower Hutt 5045 
Telephone: (04) 971.7885   

Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com  Website: www.holyspirit.nz 

4 DECEMBER 2022 
       2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)  

Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 



Following the Government’s decision to end the Covid Protection framework we, 
as a parish, are aware that some parishioners are concerned about the impact 
these changes will have for the overall welfare of our parish communities. 
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council made a decision to resume making the precious blood 
available to parishioners who feel comfortable partaking from the one cup. 
The Blood of Christ is available in the communities that have decided to resume 
receiving the precious blood.   
 

REMINDER – PRECAUTION – COVID CASES ON THE RISE 
In the news recently, it has been reported that there is an increase in the number of 

Covid cases and even deaths. 
Be aware and take the necessary precaution by wearing a mask  
and have yourselves vaccinated to protect yourself as well as others. 

 

How places of worship can operate safely and help their communities stay safe: 
 Encourage people who are unwell to stay home 
 Encourage the use of masks if attendees have household contacts who are 

positive and isolating. 
 Clean and sanitise shared surfaces thoroughly before and after use. 
 Clean and sanitise musical and prayer related instruments thoroughly before and 

after use. 
 Have plenty of places for people to wash/sanitise their hands. 
 Encourage people to stay up to date with vaccinations. 
 Ensure that spaces are well ventilated. Good ventilation helps remove Covid 19 

virus particles in the air.  

Parish Notices 

Responsorial Psalm 
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever. 

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased: Owen Hessian 
   May he rest in God’s eternal peace. 
Anniversaries:               Marguerite Kristensen, George Sherlock,  
 Tania Tanaki, Brian Durney, Phyllis Edser. .  
 May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
Prayers for the sick: Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson, 

Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Mons Charles Cooper, 
 Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Derek Wiltshire, 

Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2023: These are available at $12 each. 
If interested, please phone the office (971 7885) and we will allocate one for you. 
 

WEL-COM: December/January edition is available this weekend. The monthly 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Wellington and Diocese of Palmerston North. As well 
as reporting on activities in both dioceses, Welcom aims to present educative/thought 
provoking articles about the church in the world. Don’t forget to pick up your ‘free’ copy.  



INVITATION TO PRAYER, RECONCILIATION AND MASS with FR JOHN:  
At:     Our Lady of the Rosary Church Foyer, 61 Waiwhetu Road Lower Hutt  
Date: Tuesday, 6th December 2022 
Time: 7:00pm  - Bring a family member or friend 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 27 November - $1,585.50  This amount does not include 
APs. Thank you for your support.  
 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP AOTEAROA 2023: from the 18th - 22nd January at 
Saint Peter's College, Cambridge. Life Teen is partnering with Auckland and 
Hamilton Diocese to bring an epic National camp to life! We have 6 slots left, to join 
our group, Contact max@arobake.co.nz 
 

GIFTING AND PARTICIPATION FORM: 
At the end of our Parish Mass, John Callaghan (Chair Parish Pastoral Council) 
spoke about gifting and participation. Each one of us has a gift to offer.  

“Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

We encourage you to fill out the form. They are available at the back of your church. 
 

WINNERS – RAFFLE DURING PARISH MASS: 
The winners of the raffle tickets sold during the Parish Mass to celebrate the 
Feast of Christ the King are as below: 
 

1st Prize  John and Diana Sacred Heart Petone Ticket #E019 
2nd Prize  Anne Pegg Sacred Heart Petone Ticket #E001 
3rd Prize  Mata Kelly St Patrick’s Church Wainuiomata Ticket #F008 
Thanks to each one of you who participated in the sale of tickets.  
God bless you and your families.  
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – 8
th

 December: 
As has been the custom for many years now an Archdiocesan Mass will be 
celebrated on our Diocesan Feast day at St Teresa’s Pro-Cathedral at 7pm. 
The Archdiocese will again be entrusted to the care of Mary under the title of the 
Immaculate Conception at this Mass. 
Parishes are asked to renew that Consecration on the following Sunday (11

th
 

December) at ALL parish Masses. 
All are welcome at St Teresa’s for the Mass on Thursday 8 December at 7pm. 
 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: 
To all those who are coming to next Friday (9th December) Seniors 
Christmas Luncheon at St Patrick Wainuiomata - THANK YOU. You 
will have an enjoyable time catching up with friends, and hopefully 
making new ones. Just the sort of gathering as we prepare 
ourselves for the great Feast of Christmas.  
 Please arrive early, Holy Mass begins at 10:00am sharp. 
 Don’t forget your gift (marked Male/Female). Place your gift in the Santa Sack 

near the entrance to the church. 
 Should you need any help during your visit please ask/raise your hand etc. 
 Be aware you could win one of the spot prizes - Good luck to all. 
 Please enter and leave the church carpark with great care, being 

mindful of others.  
We are looking forward to seeing you all. 
God bless, Sister Annette & Alan MacLean 

mailto:max@arobake.co.nz


DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

December 
 

5  Is 35:1-10;Lk 5:17-26 

6  Is 40:1-11;Mt 18:12-14 
7  Is 40:25-31;Mt 11:28-30 
8  Gen 3:9-15,20;Eph 1:3-6,11-12; Lk 

 1:26-38 
9  Is 48:17-19;Mt 11:16-19 
10 Sirach 48:1-4,9-11; Mt 17:10-13 
11 Is 35:1-6,10; James 5:7-10;  
  Mt 11:2-11 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

First reading: Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
God himself will come and save us. 
 

Second reading: James 5:7-10 
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the 
Lord’s coming will be soon.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
Are you the one who is to come, or 
must we wait for someone else? 

SACRED HEART, PETONE  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL are preparing Christmas boxes for vulnerable 
members of the community. Non perishable food items including 
Christmas treats will be gratefully accepted over the next 3-4 weeks. 
A big THANK YOU to the Samoan Community for their generous donation of food and 
goodies it is much appreciated.  
 

Christmas Cards from St Vincent de Paul - $5.00 per 5 cards. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
MENS GROUP: Calling any men in our Parish who desire to build an 
understanding of growing their faith. Based on the synod call “Go you are sent to 
develop a spirituality of service”, you are invited to an Advent prep series on Saturdays, 
10th, 17th & 24th Dec, 8am - 9am at St Patricks Church, Wainuiomata. 
Any queries please contact Tony Harrington, 021 0224 6184.  
 

WAINUIOMATA SAMOAN CATHOLIC YOUTH & SAIA FRANK SOLA: 
Christmas Buffet Dinner and Performances, 11th December 6:30pm, Tickets $20pp, 
Wainuiomata Community Hall.  Ticket Reservation:  0226326123/0220807589 
 

9 LESSONS AND CAROLS at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH (The Strand): 
Our Anglican friends at Holy Trinity have invited parishioners to join with them for 9 
Lessons and Carols starting at 7:30pm on Sunday, 11th December. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend.  
  

HOLY ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
SPIRITED - YOUTH MUSIC JAM: December 11th, 11:15-1pm, OLR Church. 
For Intermediate age and older.  Please bring a koha for our pizza lunch and your 
instruments. Contact Lucy for more info 0226539525. 
 

SAN ANTONIO, EASTBOURNE 
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES!!  To Moira Murphy who 
celebrates her 90th birthday on Saturday 3 December. 
 

May today enrich your heart with special blessings and happiness and 
may it bring something new and exciting to you.  
Happy 90th birthday! 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
Our life becomes beautiful when we wait for a dear one or someone 
important.  May this Advent help us transform our hope in to the 

certainty that He whom we await loves us and will never abandon us. 


