
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

MATTHEW 11:2-11 
In last Sunday’s Parish Bulletin I suggested that John the Baptist could 
be described as the first “superstar”. In this Sunday’s Gospel, the story 
of this very special man continues. By now, John is in prison. It won’t be 
long before he is killed, but of course no one knew that this was his 
fate. In jail, John was having some doubts about Jesus, so he sent some 
of his followers to Him, to ask for clarification. Jesus responded, 
assuring them that John wasn’t misled. Then He went on to praise him, 
proclaiming John’s greatness. 
 

I wonder what we can learn from this happening?  Like all passages of 
Scripture, there are many lessons to be found.  Different readers will 
find different messages. Different aspects will touch the hearts of 
different people in different ways. One thing that stands out for me, 
personally, is the fact that John had doubts about Jesus. Even though he 
had been preparing for His coming, had been preaching fearlessly about 
Jesus, and had found himself incarcerated because of this, he needed 
reassurance. And he received that reassurance. 
 

Don’t we all have doubts at times? Sometimes the “proofs” of our faith 
are just not convincing. This particularly can happen when tragedy and 
misfortune strike… I wonder how faithful Christian people in war-torn 
countries can reconcile their suffering with their belief in an all-loving 
God? 
 

John, in doubt was reassured by God. How are we reassured when we 
are in doubt? There’s no easy answer to this question. I suggest, 
though, that it can be helpful to keep in mind the blessings that have 
been a part of our life. And keep in mind the fact that because people 
have remained true to our shared belief in Jesus, the Church has 
continued to be alive for 2000 years. Our own parish here in the Hutt 
Valley is proof of this.   Fr Bill Burt SVD 
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Following the Government’s decision to end the Covid Protection framework 
we, as a parish, are aware that some parishioners are concerned about the 
impact these changes will have for the overall welfare of our parish 
communities. 
 
Our Parish Pastoral Council made a decision to resume making the precious blood 
available to parishioners who feel comfortable partaking from the one cup. 
The Blood of Christ is available in the communities that have decided to resume 
receiving the precious blood.   
 

REMINDER – PRECAUTION – COVID CASES ON THE RISE 
In the news recently, it has been reported that there is an increase in the number of 

Covid cases and even deaths. 
Be aware and take the necessary precaution by wearing a mask  
and have yourselves vaccinated to protect yourself as well as others. 

Parish Notices 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, come and save us. 

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased:  May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
Anniversaries:               Fr Luka Tuipolotaane, Shirley Coupe, Gordon West, 

Stanley Goddard. .  
 May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 
Prayers for the sick: Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson, 

Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Mons Charles Cooper, 
 Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Derek Wiltshire, 

Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION:  
Tuesday, 20 December, 7:00pm Sacred Heart Church Petone 
and 

Thursday, 22 December, 7:00pm Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Waiwhetu 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2023:  
The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic Calendar, well known for its 
traditional religious paintings and liturgical information. These are available at $12 
each. A Columban Calendar would be a very good Christmas gift for a family 
member or friend!!  
If interested, please phone the office (971 7885) and we will allocate one for you. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 4 December - $1,861.00 This amount does not include 
APs. Thank you for your support.  



BAPTISM AND BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
We warmly welcome Aleksander Janaszkiewiez, Kaitlyn Stapelberg, Samael Saivai 
Lagele and Lachlan James Dalton who are to receive the sacrament of Baptism 
in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu (Sacred Heart Church Petone) this 
Sunday 11 December.  May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 

There is NO Baptism Preparation in January.  This will resume on Thursday 2nd 
February 2023 (first Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart 
Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized 
are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting 
the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 

LIFE TEEN: 
If you know a young person eligible for camp please encourage them to go. 
LIFE TEEN – Our final night for the year this Sunday 11th 6.30pm. 
We will have a sausage sizzle fun and games. 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP AOTEAROA 2023 Final call: 
Camp is for teens from 13 to 18 years old as of 1st January. 
Camp is from the 18th - 22nd January at Saint Peter's College, 
Cambridge. Life Teen is partnering with Auckland and Hamilton 
Diocese to bring an epic National camp to life!  
Cut off is 15th December, still want to come? Contact Max 
0272255449 or email max@arobake.co.nz 
 
GIFTING AND PARTICIPATION FORM: 
At the end of our Parish Mass, John Callaghan (Chair Parish Pastoral Council) spoke 
about gifting and participation. Each one of us has a gift to offer.  

“Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

We encourage you to fill out the form. They are available at the back of your church. 
 

SVD BIBLE DIARY 2023 – THE WORD IN OTHER WORDS: 
It contains a short daily reflection based on the Gospel of each day. The reflections 
are written by missionary priests, Brothers and Sisters working in various parts of the 
world. It helps one to pray and get a little insight into the gospel of the day. It is a good 
Christmas gift for yourself and your friends.  
The small profit from the book helps support the work of missionaries.  A beautiful 
way to say, “God loves you! 
The Parish has a limited number of copies now available for $20 per copy. 
They sell fast so be quick to contact the office 971 7885 if you don’t wish to miss out.  
 
 
LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: 
Our next meeting will be on Monday 12th December, 7.00 to 8.30pm in St's Peter & Paul 
Hall. This is our Christmas meeting - we invite you to join us. 
Enquiries please contact +64211804445 or 04 567 0905. 
 

THE LETTER: TE AWA KAIRANGI PARISH ’WEDNESDAY 14TH DECEMBER 7:15PM 
Te Kairangi Parish is hosting a community screening of ‘The Letter', a film by the Laudato 
Movement featuring Pope Francis as the protagonist and among five leaders representing 
the voices of Indigenous people, the youth, the poor and the wildlife of our planet. 
The screening will take place at Ss Peter & Paul church, Lower Hutt, arrive at 7:15pm for 
7:30pm movie start time. Save the date and invite family and friends along. 
 

There will be a light supper following the screening.  

Archdiocesan Notices 

mailto:max@arobake.co.nz


DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

December 
12  Num 24:2-7,15-17; Mt 21:23-27 
13  Zeph 3:1-2,9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
14  Is 45:6-8,18,21-26; Lk 7:19-23 
15  Is 54:1-10; Lk 7 24-30 
16  Is 56:1-3,6-8; Jn 5: 33-36 
17  Gen 49: 2,8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
18  Is 7: 10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

First reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 
The virgin will conceive. 
Second reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of 
God.  
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 
Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, 
a son of David.  

SACRED HEART, PETONE  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL:  Are preparing Christmas boxes for vulnerable members 
of the community. Non perishable food items including Christmas treats will be gratefully 
accepted over the next week. 
 

CARDS FOR SALE: 
All Occasions, and Christmas Cards from St Vincent de Paul - $5.00 per 5 cards. 
 

LITURGY TEAM - MEETING: Thursday, 15th December at 7:00pm Church Foyer. 
 

LITURGY ROSTER OVER THE CHRISTMAS BREAK: 
To Parishioners who are serving in the different ministries and will be around and 
available to serve over the Christmas Break, kindly put your name down on the sheet 
provided at the back of the Church.  This will help the Liturgy Team when preparing the 
various liturgies over the Christmas break.  This is most appreciated. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
MENS GROUP: Calling any men in our Parish who desire to build an 
understanding of growing their faith. Based on the synod call “Go you are sent to 
develop a spirituality of service”, you are invited to an Advent prep series on Saturdays, 
17th & 24th Dec, 8am - 9am at St Patricks Church, Wainuiomata. 
Any queries please contact Tony Harrington, 021 0224 6184.  
 

WAINUIOMATA SAMOAN CATHOLIC YOUTH & SAIA FRANK SOLA: 
Christmas Buffet Dinner and Performances, 11th December 6:30pm, Tickets $20pp, 
Wainuiomata Community Hall.  Ticket Reservation:  0226326123/0220807589 
 

9 LESSONS AND CAROLS at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH (The Strand): 
Our Anglican friends at Holy Trinity have invited parishioners to join with them for 9 
Lessons and Carols starting at 7:30pm on Sunday, 11th December. 
  

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
SPIRITED - YOUTH MUSIC JAM: December 11th, 11:15-1pm, OLR Church. 
For Intermediate age and older. Please bring a koha for our pizza lunch and your 
instruments. Contact Lucy for more info 0226539525. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: 
There will be a meeting on Monday 12 December 2022 in Our Lady of the Rosary 
Community Church foyer commencing at 7.30 pm which will be the final meeting 
of the year. All Vinnies supporters are welcome to attend.  It would be appreciated if 
those attending could bring a plate and something to drink. 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
Advent is a time of waiting, for our Lord who will visit us 

all in our hearts .  
The Lord is coming, let us wait for him! 


