
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

“ASK FOR A SIGN!”   (Isaiah 7:10) 
 

This time next week we will be celebrating Christmas. Today’s 
Gospel, Matthew 1:18-24, provides a prelude to this very special 
day. We hear about Mary’s pregnancy and her marriage to 
Joseph. The story is told simply, without any special effects. 
 

As a priest preparing a nativity sermon, I find Christmas really 
hard to talk about. After all, surely everything that could be said 
about it has already been said! There are so many stories, hymns, 
carols, pictures, statues, plays, movies, TV shows, online 
sermons and concerts, all focussed on the birth of Jesus. 
 

Yet there is something about Christmas that doesn’t become 
boring. Even people of no faith, or different faiths, know about 
Christmas and many will somehow commemorate it next 
weekend. To me, this reality is a sign. 
 

In our first reading today, the Prophet Isaiah, who lived a long, 
long time before Jesus, said, “ASK FOR A SIGN”, a sign of the 
presence and power of God. When I look around our city and our 
country, the decorations, the Santa Clauses, carols and 
Christmas songs, the excitement of choosing and buying 
presents, and of course, the special religious services that 
attract “once a year Christians”, I see signs of something very 
special. 
 

We, too, could be signs to those around us. The way we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus could be a sign of God’s presence, God’s power, 
God’s compassion, God’s forgiveness, God’s all-embracing 
attitude to humanity and the fragile world we call home. We could 
pray for those whom we give presents to. We could do simple 
things like thanking those who serve us in shops and businesses. 
Smiles do wonders, too. 
 

Let’s be signs that our world needs to see. 
 

    Fr Bill Burt SVD 
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18 DECEMBER 2022 
       4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)  

Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 



Responsorial Psalm 
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased:  Graydon (Gray) Nelson 
    May he rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

Anniversaries:                Mark Little, Robert (Bob) Kristensen, John Kristensen, 
  Joe Kershaw, Josephine Joyce Cook, Phil Hansen, 
 Joe Gomez, Sarah Wheeler, Onolina Solomona. 
 May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

Prayers for the sick: Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Kalolo Misa, Jon Nelson, 
Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Mons Charles Cooper, 

 Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Derek Wiltshire, 
Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

Parish Notices 
 

REMINDER – PRECAUTION – COVID CASES ON THE RISE: 
In the news recently, it has been reported that there is an increase in the number of 
covid cases and even deaths.  Kindly be aware and take the necessary precaution 
by wearing a mask and have yourselves vaccinated to protect yourself as well as 
others. 
 

As mentioned previously in the newsletter, the Parish Pastoral Council had decided 
to resume the partaking of the Precious Blood where parishioners were comfortable 
with doing so. After last Sunday, it was observed that there was still reluctance of 
partaking in the one cup, plus with the rise in the number of covid cases again, the 
Petone and Wainuiomata Church communities have decided to postpone the 
partaking of the Precious Blood during Mass. 
 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION:  
Tuesday, 20 December, 7:00pm Sacred Heart Church Petone 
and 

Thursday, 22 December, 7:00pm Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Waiwhetu 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2023:  
The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic Calendar, well known for its 
traditional religious paintings and liturgical information. These are available at $12 
each. A Columban Calendar would be a very good Christmas gift for a family 
member or friend!!  
If interested, please phone the office (971 7885) and we will allocate one for you. 
 

OFFICE CLOSURE OVER THE HOLIDAYS: 
The office will be closed from 23 December and will reopen 16 January 2023. 
Messages will be checked during that period.  For URGENT MATTERS ONLY, you can 
contact 021 08420079. 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR TIMETABLE: Is inserted into your newsletter this 
weekend and will be on the website. www.holyspirit.nz 



BAPTISM AND BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
We warmly welcome Patrick James Hansen, Ariah Love Siaopo-Smith and 
Mila Usoalii Mei Smith who are to receive the sacrament of Baptism in our 
Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu (Sacred Heart Church Petone) 
this Sunday 18 December. 
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 
There is NO Baptism Preparation in January.  This will resume on Thursday 2nd 
February 2023 (first Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart 
Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are 
invited to attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the 
Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 11 December - $2,239.40 This amount does not include APs. 
Thank you for your support.  
 
THE IMPOSSIBLE PROMISE - A Christmas Story for children from the NZ BIBLE 
SOCIETY: We have copies of this free booklet available in all four parish 
communities.  Pick up a copy for your child/children as you leave the church this 
weekend.  
 
GIFTING AND PARTICIPATION FORM: 
At the end of our Parish Mass, John Callaghan (Chair Parish Pastoral Council) spoke 
about gifting and participation. Each one of us has a gift to offer.  

“Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

We encourage you to fill out the form. They are available at the back of your church. 
 

SVD BIBLE DIARY 2023 – THE WORD IN OTHER WORDS: 
It contains a short daily reflection based on the Gospel of each day. The reflections are 
written by missionary priests, Brothers and Sisters working in various parts of the world. 
It helps one to pray and get a little insight into the gospel of the day. It is a good 
Christmas gift for yourself and your friends.  
The small profit from the book helps support the work of missionaries.  A beautiful way 
to say, “God loves you! 
The Parish has a limited number of copies now available for $20 per copy. 
They sell fast so be quick to contact the office 971 7885 if you don’t wish to miss out.  
 

Because of the demand for these SVD diaries, we have another kind which is of similar 
content and at the same price available.  They are published by Claretian Publications. 
This also contains daily prayers, readings, short reflections, Saints of the day, short 
quotes. The Parish has also a limited number of copies now available for $20 per copy.  
Kindly inform the office if you’re interested in one. 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: 
We ask for God’s blessings on all the teachers, children/students and staff of our four 
Parish Primary Schools and also St Bernard’s and Sacred Heart Colleges as they finish 
the school year and begin their holiday time.  

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
Advent is a time in which, instead of thinking about gifts for ourselves, 
we can give words and gestures of consolation to those who are 
wounded, as Jesus did with the blind, the deaf and the lame.  Angelus Dec 22 



DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
December 
 

19 Judges 13:2-7,24-25; Lk 1: 5-25 
20 Is 7:101:10-14; Lk 1: 26-38 
21 Song 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45 
22 1 Sam 1: 24-28; Lk 1”: 46-56 
23 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1: 57-66 
24 2 Sam 7: 1-5,8-12,14,16; Lk 1:67-69 
25 Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas) 
 

First reading: Isaiah 52:7-10  
All the ends of the earth shall see 
the saving power of God. 
Second reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
In our own time, God speaks to us through his 
son. 
Gospel: John 1:1-18 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among 
us and we saw his glory.  

SACRED HEART, PETONE  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL: Thanks to all those who have given some goodies for the 
Christmas parcels for our vulnerable members of our community.  They are being distributed 
before Christmas. CARDS FOR SALE: All Occasions, and Christmas Cards from 
SVDP - $5.00 per 5 cards. 
 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS MASS: 
An invitation is extended to all who are able to join the Family Christmas Mass on 
Sunday Christmas Day at 9:30am. All children are encouraged to dress up in Nativity 
character costumes (Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, wise men, etc).  (If you would like to 
borrow an outfit – come to the Little Chapel side-room between 9:00-9:15am. Please return 
the outfit before you go home.) 
 

At the offertory, The Little Drummer Boy song will be sung and we need some children to play 
the drums. Please let us know when you arrive at Mass, if your child would like to be a 
‘drummer’. (You are welcome to bring a drum from home) 
 
LITURGY ROSTER OVER THE CHRISTMAS BREAK: 
To Parishioners who are serving in the different ministries and will be around and 
available to serve over the Christmas Break, kindly put your name down on the sheet 
provided at the back of the Church.  This will help the Liturgy Team when preparing the 
various liturgies over the Christmas break.  This is most appreciated. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: 
Sister Annette and Alan send sincere thanks to all those senior parishioners who 
supported last Friday’s luncheon. After an absence of three years it was lovely to get 
together and enjoy the occasion. It was - nice company, nice food, great presents -  
What more could we want!! 
Thank you to those who organised the occasion, and assisted with the huge clean-up 
afterwards. Special thanks to the students from St Claudine Thevenet school for their 
beautiful singing - Just lovely and enjoyed by all. 

A very happy and holy Christmas to you all - Stay Safe Everyone. 
God Bless, 
Sister Annette & Alan 

Want to keep Christ in Christmas? 
Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the 
unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies and do unto others as you 
would have done unto you.  

    - Steve Maraboli 


