
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

WHY CHRISTIAN HOPE? 
 

If one single word is used to describe the foundation upon which 
the whole of Christian life is based on, it is HOPE. Hope is the main 
theme running throughout the heart of the bible, from Genesis 
down to Revelation. Without this hope, Christian life is nothing but 
an illusion and pitiful. We are deceiving ourselves. God offers us 
the hope repeatedly reinforced through Abraham, down to the 
prophets, and finally in Jesus Christ his only Son, that we are to 
share his eternal life.  
 
We labour hard in this present life, children going to schools, 
students studying hard, young couples working tirelessly…, it is 
because the hope in a better future will be paid off. Abraham left 
his home for a distant land that he didn’t know about. It is 
because of his hope in God’s promise to him that God will make 
of him a great nation, and that through him all peoples will be 
blessed. Hope is future oriented and an inbuilt nature of humanity 
alone, not in the animal kingdom.  
 
Hope helps us to weather our daily struggles and trials because 
our daily hardships do not have the last word, but hope does. It is 
the shinning beacon in the midst of darkness. It encourages and 
energises struggling people for a brighter horizon. 
 
When warning the disciples about his looming suffering and 
death, Jesus’ disciples were disheartened. They felt heavy and 
hopeless. The transfiguration of Jesus aims to strengthen his 
disciples’ faith in the anticipation of the passion. He momently 
showed them his glorious body when knowing that this body is 
going to be tortured and put to death. Death doesn’t have the last 
word, his glorious Easter does, the glory to which we are all 
destined to share. 
 
Christian hope is eschatological, it is the end time related hope 
that “those who stand firm to the end will be saved.”(Mat 24:13). 
Lenten color is purple, it is the colour of hope.  
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT (YEAR A) 
Genesis 12:1-4; Timothy 1:8-10; Gospel Matthew  17:1-9 



Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased: John Cook, John McGillivray, Brigitte McBride. 
Anniversaries: Salvador Macaranas, Lawries Durney, Olive Johnson,  
                           Maurine Myers, Iakopo Ausage, Derek Mu. 

Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Kalolo Misa, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito,  
Derek Wiltshire, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray, Mairéad Mulvahy. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
The Parish is sending out updates and information on what’s happening through emails 
provided to the parish. Kindly advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your 
email or change your email address. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
Thank you. - PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS - holyspiritparish41@gmail.com 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Every Friday during Lent at Sacred Heart, Petone, 
St Patrick, Wainuiomata and Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu  
starting at 7:00pm. Everyone welcome.  
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 

We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy Spirit – 
Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by Automatic Payment as they make 
it easier for you, and for us to plan our activities and to budget for expenses more 
accurately. We would like to see more giving by automatic payment, and if there are 
Parishioners that would like help in setting up an Automatic Payment, whether or not they 
use internet banking, please make contact with one of the Parish Finance Committee 
members, or the Parish Office, so that they could make a start on arranging to get one set 
up.  
Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as reference. 
If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish 
office at (04) 971 7885 for more information, and PG No. allocation.  

Thank you for considering this possibility. Your financial contribution is very much 
appreciated. 

Parish Notices 

mailto:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com


WEEKLY COLLECTION: February 26th  - $1719.00 
This amount does not include APs. Thank you for your support.  
 
REMINDER – PRECAUTION – COVID CASES ON THE RISE: 
There is still an increase in the number of Covid cases and even deaths. Please be aware 
and take the necessary precautions by wearing a mask and have yourselves vaccinated to 
protect yourself as well as others.  
 

The Parish Pastoral Council has decided to resume the partaking of the Precious Blood 
where parishioners are comfortable with. It is observed that there is still reluctance of 
partaking in the one cup, plus with the rise in the number of Covid cases again, the Petone, 
Wainuiomata and Waiwhetu Church communities have decided to postpone the partaking 
of the Precious Blood during Mass. 
 
LIFE TEEN HUTT VALLEY UPDATE: 
This year Te Awakairangi leaders are teaming up with Te Wairua Tapu leaders 
to form a stronger Core Team to run Life Teen in the Hutt Valley. We plan to 
have Life Nights every second Sunday through the year, as well as other 
events/service projects. 
If you are between the years 9- 13, join us for our next Life Night - Sunday, 5 
March at 5.30pm. For more information or get involved contact Max: 
0272255449, max@arobake.co.nz   
 
LENTEN GIVING ENVELOPE PACKS: 
During Lent, New Zealand's Catholic Bishops invite us to provide for the needs of the poor 
through the work of Caritas. Money raised through the Bishops' Lent Appeal helps us to 
fund both development and emergency relief work around the world.  
 

The theme for Lent 2023 – “I am the Light of the World” reminds 
us that Jesus bring light to a world often darkened by disease, 
disaster, violence, lies and hypocrisy. Jesus’ life, and his 
proclamation of the truth, is a challenge to each of us to lead our 
lives following His example.  
 

You can either use the weekly donation envelopes or use a single donation envelope. You 
may either return your donation envelopes during the parish offertory collection or send 
them to Caritas directly. A freepost envelope is available for this option. NZ Post specifies 
that cash must not be sent through the post. 
 

Donations received by Caritas in these envelopes by 31 March 2023 will be sent receipts for 
the 2022/2023 tax year. Donations received by Caritas after April 1st will be sent receipts 
for the 2023/2024 tax year. Thank you for your generous support.  
 
FOOD FOR FAITH: 
For those seeking greater maturity of faith….. 
Explore Food for Faith every morning of Lent 2023. 
Sign up to receive daily emails 
www.food for faith.org.nz/sign-up 
Foodforfaith.org.nz 
 
WELCOM - The March issue is being distributed this weekend. Don’t forget to pick up your 
‘free’ copy. Plenty of interesting reading. If you are visiting someone unable to attend 
Mass, please take them a copy of Welcom. 



Other events 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION: 
Starts at 9:00am followed by Mass every Wednesday except the first Wednesday of the 
month. All welcome. There is also Rosary after Mass for those who wish to join. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
SVDP APPEAL: 
SVDP has started a national appeal to help the victims Of the recent cyclones that have 
caused devastating loss in the largest and most widespread weather event ever to impact 
New Zealand. The Society through its conferences in the affected areas will provide 
financial help and food, clothing, furniture and advocacy assistance to those affected for as 
long as the recovery lasts. Donations will be accepted at church or you can make a 
donation online to account number 06 0601 0065208 00 St Vincent De Paul Wainuiomata 
Conference -  a tax receipt will be issued for all donations. 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
“Lent is a time of grace to the extent that we listen to Jesus.  

He speaks to us in the Word of God and through our brothers and 
sisters, especially in the faces and stories of those who are in need.  

In God, no act of love, no matter how small,  
and no generous effort will be lost."  

 

Twitter, 18/02/23  

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
March 
 

6   Dan 9:4-10; Lk 6: 36-38  
7   Is 1: 10, 16-20; Mt 23: 1-12 
8   Jer 18: 18-20; Mt 20: 17-28  
9   Jer 17: 5-10; Lk 16: 19-31  
10 Gen 37: 3-4, 12-13; Mt 21: 33-43, 45-46 
11 Micah 7 14-215,18-20,Lk 15:1-3,11-32 
12 Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2,5-8; Jn 4:5-42 
 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
 

First reading: Exodus 17:3-7 
Give us water to drink 
Second reading: Romans 5: 1-2,5-8  
The love of God has been poured into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been 
given us.  
Gospel: John 4: 5-42 
The water that I shall give will turn into a 
spring of eternal life. 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER: is a weekend experience for couples intending to be married 
The next weekend is 18 & 19 March. Venue is Otari Parish Presbytery. Registrations close 2 weeks before. 
Contact www.cee-wellington.co.nz or Kate & Simon Olsen 027 486 0700 or simonolsen@gmail.com 
 

JOSHUA WELLINGTON invites men to join us on Thursday 16th March at 7:30pm at the ‘Loaves and Fishes’ 
next to Anglican Cathedral of St Paul, corner Hill and Molesworth Streets followed by supper. 
Topic: “Return to God - Listen to His voice” Want to know more? Phone David Monastra 027-447 -7280 or 
email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 
 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES - Volunteer Refugee Resettlement Coordinator 
This volunteer role requires a commitment of up to 8 hours per week. Catholic Social Services (CSS) are looking 
for someone who is passionate about enabling former Refugees to get a great start in their new life in Aotearoa 
NZ. CSS collaborates with Red Cross, Catholic, other parishes and community groups in the Wellington area 
providing household goods to assist in the resettlement of people arriving into NZ via refugee pathways. The 
coordinator role is to ensure the smooth running of the resettlement project. It is anticipated that there will be 7-10 
intakes across a year. For more information please contact Wellington Catholic Social Services on 04 3858642  or 
email reception@wn.catholic.org.nz  
 

YOUNG CHURCH MASS: St Mary of the Angels, 5pm March 26, 2023 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex/status/1626544487441866754?lang=en
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