
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

FROM DARKNESS OF SIN INTO THE LIGHT OF FAITH 
 

The healing of a blind man from birth was good news to be 
celebrated with joy, yet it turns out interestingly a story of 
scandal and division. Even the parents of the healed man 
distanced themselves from their son for fear of getting into 
trouble. However, the crux of the story is not just about the 
argument among people but rather it points to Jesus the 
healer is the Light of the world, and that only in Jesus that we 
truly see Light. 
 
Jesus is the Light. He came to dispel the darkness that is 
reigning in the world. He was not speaking about the physical 
darkness of the eye but rather the darkness in our hearts that 
stops us from seeing as God sees. Samuel was sent to anoint 
the next king, but God instructed him not to judge by 
appearance for “not as man sees, does God see, because man 
sees the appearance, but the Lord looks into the hearts.” (1st 
reading)   
 
Light and darkness cannot co-exist. Wherever light shines, 
darkness gives way and it cannot overcome the power of light.  
If we are children of light, the fruits must be obvious. Paul 
exhorts the people “You were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Live as children of light. For light produces 
goodness, righteousness and truth.” (2nd reading) 
 
Why is the theme of Light inserted into Lent?  Lent is leading 
us beyond the darkness of doom and gloom at the foot of the 
cross. It eventually leads us into the light of resurrection. At 
the Easter Vigil, we sing aloud “Christ be our Light”. Lent is a 
season of hope when Christ is risen beyond the tomb. Paul 
ends his exhortation “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will give you light.” 
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4TH SUNDAY OF LENT (YEAR A) 
Samuel 16: 1,6-7,10-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; Gospel John 9:1-41 



Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  

Mass has been offered for 
Our Recently deceased: Fr Mario Dorado OFM CAP, Peter Winter 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace.  
Anniversaries: Kathleen Stokes, Maisie Jackson, Ken Pettit, Stephen Howard,  
Anika Stephen de Sousa, Gerald Haines, Mieczyslaw Piotr Czuday, Philip Watson, 
Irene Angus. 

Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Kalolo Misa, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Francis Ogwaro,  

Saoleititi Joe Taito, Derek Wiltshire, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy, Enid Ray,  
Mairéad Mulvahy. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

LIFE TEEN HUTT VALLEY THIS SUNDAY: 
Join us for Mass at St Peter & Paul’s, 5.30pm, followed by our life night - Get Rich Quick!  
For more information or get involved contact Max: 0272255449, max@arobake.co.nz  
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
The Parish is sending out updates and information on what’s happening through emails 
provided to the parish. Kindly advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your 
email or change your email address. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
Thank you. - PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS - holyspiritparish41@gmail.com 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Every Friday during Lent at Sacred Heart, Petone, 
St Patrick, Wainuiomata and Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu  
starting at 7:00pm. Everyone welcome.  
 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults): 
We continue to pray for Teena Gamage as she continues her journey to being a full 
member of our Catholic community at the Easter ceremonies.  
 

BAPTISM 
We warmly welcome Florence Clara Martin, who received the sacrament of 
Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu (Sacred Heart Petone) 
last Sunday, together with her family.  
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 

Parish Notices 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION: March 12th - $1,757.20 
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We encourage parishioners to support the life and ministry of the Parish of the Holy Spirit – 
Te Wairua Tapu through making your weekly offering by Automatic Payment as they make 
it easier for you, and for us to plan our activities and to budget for expenses more 
accurately. We would like to see more giving by automatic payment, and if there are 
Parishioners that would like help in setting up an Automatic Payment, whether or not they 
use internet banking, please make contact with one of the Parish Finance Committee 
members, or the Parish Office, so that they could make a start on arranging to get one set 
up.  
Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as reference. 
If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish 
office at (04) 971 7885 for more information, and PG No. allocation.  

Thank you for considering this possibility. Your financial contribution is very much 
appreciated. 
 
 
LENTEN GIVING ENVELOPE PACKS: 
During Lent, New Zealand's Catholic Bishops invite us to provide for the needs of the poor 
through the work of Caritas. Money raised through the Bishops' Lent Appeal helps us to 
fund both development and emergency relief work 
around the world.  
 

The envelopes have been distributed but some might still 
be available in the foyer of the church. You can either use 
the weekly donation envelopes or use a single donation 
envelope. You may either return your donation envelopes 
during the parish offertory collection or send them to 
Caritas directly. A freepost envelope is available for this 
option. NZ Post specifies that cash must not be sent through the post. 
Or you can donate on line - www.caritas.org.nz/lent  
 

Donations received by Caritas in these envelopes by 31 March 2023 will be sent receipts for 
the 2022/2023 tax year. Donations received by Caritas after April 1st will be sent receipts 
for the 2023/2024 tax year. Thank you for your generous support.  
 
 
SVDP REQUEST: 
St Vincent de Paul Society is looking for quality furniture and homeware for its Petone 
store.  To arrange collection call 568 6408 or email svdpshopmanagerpetone@xtra.co.nz 
Items can also be dropped into the store at 316 Jackson Street Petone. 
 
 

A LENTEN RECOLLECTION ON GRACE: 
By Fr Bernard Espiritu SVD 
 

Saturday 25th March 2023, St Martin de Porres, 8 Park Avenue, Avalon, Lower Hutt 
from 1:30pm followed with Holy Mass at 5:15pm.  
 

Organised by the Filipino Chaplaincy of Wellington. 
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SACRED HEART, PETONE 
Next Sunday, 26th March, the 9:30am Mass will be led by the Maori Community. 
 

LITURGY MEETING: Wednesday, 22nd March at 7:00pm in the church foyer.  
 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION: 
Starts at 9:00am followed by Mass every Wednesday except the first Wednesday of the 
month. All welcome. There is also Rosary after Mass for those who wish to join. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
SVDP APPEAL: SVDP has started a national appeal to help the victims of the recent 
cyclones that have caused devastating loss in the largest and most widespread weather 
event ever to impact New Zealand. The Society through its conferences in the affected 
areas will provide financial help and food, clothing, furniture and advocacy assistance to 
those affected for as long as the recovery lasts. Donations will be accepted at church or you 
can make a donation online to account number 06 0501 0065208 00 St Vincent De Paul 
Wainuiomata Conference -  a tax receipt will be issued for all donations. 
 

SAMOAN MASS: There will be Mass celebrated in the Samoan language next Sunday, 
26th March at 11:00am. Everyone welcome.  
 

FUNDRAISING FOR EXTRA HEAT PUMP IN CHURCH: The Simbang Gabi Group had a 
collection of $1,180.20 during the nine-day novena before Christmas earmarked towards 
the above project. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
We have a Working Bee on Saturday, 25th March 2023 at 8.30am.  
We really need your help.  Would be nice to see some of the younger members of our 
Community helping out. Some of this work is not so easy for the senior members. 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: There will be a meeting on Monday 20 March 2023 in Our Lady of 
the Rosary Community Church foyer commencing at 7.30 pm. 
 

SPIRITED: Music jam for Intermediate youth and older is on the 26th March at Our Lady of 
the Rosary Church from 11:15-1pm. Please bring a koha toward pizza lunch. 
Contact Lucy on 0226539525 for more info. 

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in 
any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every  

human life.  
 

General Audience, 03.6.2020 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
March 
20 2 Sam 7:4-5,12-14,16;Rom 4:13,16-

18,22;Mt 1:16,18-21,24 
21 Ezek 47: 1-9,12; Jn 5: 1-3,5-16 
22 Is 49: 8-15; Jn 5: 17-30 
23 Ex 32: 7-14; Jn 5: 31-37 
24 Wis 2: 1,12-22; Jn 7: 1-2,10,25-30 
25 Is 7:10-14,8: 10; Heb 10: 4-10; Lk 1-26-

38 
26 Ezek 37: 12-14; Rom 8: 8-11; Jn 11: 1-45 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 

First reading: Ezekiel 37: 12-14 
I shall put my spirit in you, and you shall live.  
Second reading: Romans 8: 8-11 
If the spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, then he will give life to 
your own mortal bodies.  
Gospel: John 11: 1-45 
I am the resurrection and the life.  


