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lives daily as disciples of Christ. 
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Wisdom 12: 13,16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Gospel Matthew 13:24-43 

Only God Can Take Sinners From Saints 
 

The Holy Bible divides all peoples everywhere into two categories. 
It divides them spiritually: You are either a sinner or a saint. Now much of 
the time we can tell the difference, but not all of the time, and that is why we 
have to leave the final judgment of who is and who is not, in many cases, to 
God. That is what this parable of the wheat and the weeds is all about, in the 
second of Jesus’ sermon.  

 

The famous St. Augustine of Hippo once said, “Only God can take 
sinners from saints”. What he meant by that is: Jesus is going to let us know 
very firmly it is not our job to take the weeds out of the wheat field. It is our 
job to try to turn the weeds into wheat, and let God do the dividing.  

 

Now there is a reason why the farmer instructs the servants to leave 
both the weed and the wheat alone. Firstly, their plant roots would have be-
come closely intertwined, and even if you distinguished the good from the 
bad, you would wind up uprooting wheat as well as weeds. Secondly, the 
wheat that was planted later would mature, and some of the wheat that had 
not yet produced heads of grain would be mistaken for weeds. The dividing 
could not take place until the harvest was ripe. 

 

That's why we are told in our gospel, verse 39 "the reapers are the 
angels." It's God's job to take the sinners from the saints.  How would the 
reapers know the wheat from the weeds? Well, the issue is always the spir-
itual fruit that they bear. Weeds may be similar to wheat, but weeds cannot 
produce wheat kernels. The mature grain will always set the wheat apart 
from the weeds. You see, mature wheat bears fruit, but the shell of the 
weeds is always empty.  

 

The question that we can ask ourselves for reflection:  
Am I a weed or a wheat? 

 
Fr Marlon 



Parish Notices 

Responsorial Psalm 

Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED:  
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES: 

Maureen Jensen, Vivian Leech, Ian Brown, Dick Martin, 
Violet Daphne Gasson, Fr John Dooley, Anacorita Cabahug, Jesus Cabahug Sr. 

 
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Francis Ogwaro,  

Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy,Hira Lal. 
 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

BAPTISM AND BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
We warmly welcome Leo Eric Kelland-Enoka, Leo Poole and Indie 
Newton  (Sacred Heart Petone) who are to receive the sacrament of 
Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu this Sunday 
together with their families. 
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 

The next Baptism Preparation Session will be on Thursday 3 August 2023 
(first Thursday of the month) in the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. 
Petone, 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you 
wish to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 

POST OFFICE BOX/NEW MAILING ADDRESS: 
Our Post Office Box is now closed.  Please direct all correspondence/mail to:  
41 Britannia St. Petone, Lower Hutt 5012. 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out the newsletter, updates and 
information through emails provided by parishioners. If you change your email or would 
like to provide your email address please advise the parish office. Should you not wish to 
be part of this you can unsubscribe.  



 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: 
Congratulations to all the children who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation last Sunday, 16th July 2023 in the parish community of St 
Patrick, Wainuiomata. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Sacred Heart, Petone and Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu - 
Wednesday, 9th August at 6:00pm at Sacred Heart Church, Petone 
 

FIRST COMMUNION 
St Patrick, Wainuiomata - Sunday, 13th August at 1:00pm.  
Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu - Sunday, 10th September at 1:00pm 
Sacred Heart, Petone - Sunday, 17th September at 9:30am 
 

We ask parishioners to please keep all the children and their families in your prayers as 
they continue their faith journey through the programme.  
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving programme to 
meet the challenges for our Church - to continue to provide well maintained buildings 
and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, provide a budget for Parish 
programmes and activities and support our Archdiocese.  
 

This is very easy to do especially if you use internet banking – you don’t need to go to 
the bank.  You can set up a weekly/fortnightly/monthly payment to the Parish.  Any 
amount large or small donated regularly makes all the difference to the Parish.  
 

Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as 
reference. 
If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish 
office at (04) 971 7885 so we can allocate you a PG No. to serve as your reference.  
You will receive a tax receipt at the end of the financial year.  
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: July 16th  - $1,1687.70 
This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
 

LIFE TEEN HUTT VALLEY UPDATE: 
Friday 21st July Cancelled. 
 

“Perfection through Imperfection” Our third night on the Eucharist, will 
now be on the 4th August. 
 

Sunday 30th July 5.30pm: Hutt Valley Youth Mass at Sacred Heart 
Church Petone 

 
WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY: 
The church celebrates the third World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, today, 
Sunday, 23 July 2023, near the Feast of Sts Joachim and Anne, with the motto ‘His 
mercy is from age to age” (Lk 1:50) This scripture also connects with the start of World 
Youth Day in Lisbon a few days after the day for grandparents and the elderly.  
 

Pope Francis instituted this Day in 2021 since, he believes,  
grandparents are often forgotten, yet they “are the link between 
generations, passing on the experience of life and faith to the young.” 
He says “God wants young people to bring joy to the elderly as 
Mary did to Elizabeth, and gain wisdom from their experiences”. 
 

We ask for God’s blessings on all grandparents and the elderly 
in our Parish of the Holy Spirit - Te Wairua Tapu.  



Other Notices 

SAN ANTONIO, EASTBOURNE 
MESSAGE OF THANKS: 
The Parish Community of San Antonio thanks most sincerely Monsignor Charles Cooper 
for his decade of love and pastoral care to the community.  We wish him God’s 
blessings in his retirement. 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, WAIWHETU 
Our Lady of the Rosary School Enrolments for 2024: 
If you are wanting to enrol your child at Our Lady of the Rosary School next year, please 
contact the school office to book an appointment regarding enrolment.  Enrolments for 
2024 close on 31st August 2023. 
 

ST PATRICK, WAINUIOMATA 
ANOINTING MASS: Our 10:00am Mass this Friday, 28th July will be an Anointing 
Mass. All Welcome.  

Readings 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
July 
24  Ex 14:5-18; Mt 12: 38-42 
25  2 Cor 4:7-15; Mt 20: 20-28 
26  Ex 16: 1-5,9-15; Mt 13: 1-9 
27  Ex 19: 1-2,9-11,16-20; Mt 13 10

-17 
28  Ex 20: 1-17; Mt 13: 18-23 
29  1 Jn 4: 7-16; Jn 11: 19-27 
30  1 Kgs 3: 5,7-12; Rom 8: 28-30; 

Mt 13: 44-52 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First reading: Kings 3:5,7-12  
You have asked for wisdom. 
Second reading: Romans 8: 28-30  
He predestined us to become true images of 
his Son. 
Gospel: Matthew 13: 44-52 
He sells everything he owns and 
buys the field. 

LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: 
Our next meeting will be on Monday 24th July, 7.00 to 8.30pm in St's Peter & Paul 
Hall.  We invite you to join us.  Enquiries please contact +64 27 347 6327. 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
You are invited to come to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 25 July at the Connolly Hall Chapel 
beginning at 7.30pm to pray for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. 
Included in the hour will be prayers, praise and worship, scripture reading and silence, 
concluding with Benediction. All are welcome. 
 

HEALING SERVICE – TITAHI BAY: 
Fr John Rea will conduct a Healing Service in St Pius X Church Titahi Bay on Friday 28 
July beginning at 7.30 pm. All are invited and especially those who need Jesus` healing. 
Jesus still heals today. Details on poster. 
 

WELLINGTON CELEBRATION FOR WORLD YOUTH DAY: Sunday 6 August 
1pm – 8pm. Bishop Viard College, Porirua 
 

Join us for Worship from 1pm, Mass from 1.45pm celebrated by Archbishop Paul Martin. 
Followed by events, speakers, workshops and a Youth Rally. 


