
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 41 Britannia Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012  
Telephone: (04) 971.7885 

Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com  Website: www.holyspirit.nz 

03 SEPTEMBER 2023 
READINGS: 

Jeremiah 20: 7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Gospel Matthew 16:21-27 

 

 
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TME  - YEAR A 

 
There are words or phrases that can change our way of life. 
For me, hearing these words, “what good is it for a man to 
gain the whole world, if it ruins his life?”, marked the 
beginning of a new way of thinking and life, which despite 
the difficulties led me to leave people that were dear to me 
behind. Because I heard the Word for what it is, the Word of 
the living God. Effective word. I heard the Word that asked 
me “follow me”. I felt special and chosen by Jesus.  
 
The ability to say YES and to answer the CALL was the  
beginning of my new journey, my new way of life. A life of 
letting go, of emptying oneself so that Jesus can be the  
centre of my life. Because he is the goodness and source of 
all goodness.  
 
This is what it means to follow Jesus. In the literal sense the 
disciples had followed him wherever he went, and had 
shared his life with them. This external following, the action 
of literally journeying with the Lord, has to become an  
internal following. Internal following requires more than just 
abandoning home, friends and career. It is a way of life  
willing to suffer together with Christ in his passion and the 
glory of his resurrection. Only then we will become a true 
disciple, living with the joy of knowing that you are special to 
Jesus. 

 
Fr Akuila, svd 



Responsorial Psalm 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
Desmond Roy 

May he rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Joseph Lowe, Phyllis Fitzgerald, Gwenyth Dunford, William Elstone, 

Monsignor Norm Petit, Niam Lam Nuam Pau, Len Denis, Anthony Noaro, John Hall. 
 

 Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Francis Ogwaro,  
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy,Hira Lal, Gillian Robinson. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

FR MICHAEL STIELLER - THANKSGIVING: 
The 10:00am Mass on Sunday 27 August was indeed a beautiful Thanksgiving Mass for 
Fr Michael Stieller as he moved on to a new chapter in his life.  Presided by Fr Marlon 
and with Msgr Charles Cooper and Fr Michael himself as con-celebrants. 
 

A beautiful spread was prepared and shared by parishioners and friends. 
We can continue to pray and maybe pay him a visit at Shona McFarlane Village 
on Mabey Street. 
 
SEPTEMBER – GIFTING-PARTICIPATION MONTH: 
This Sunday 3 September we start our Gifting/Participation month. We are all part of one 
body, our Church Community.  Each of us has a gift/talent that can be shared to build up 
a vibrant Church.   
 

To help you decide which ministry you would like to be involved with, on a notice board 
in each Church, is a sample form showing ministries you can choose. Beside it, is an 
expanded two page list of those ministries with explanations of what is involved in each 
ministry . 
 

If we all act in unity, what a Church Community that will be, a church God 
wants . This form can be completed on line at the church website 
(www.holyspirit.nz) , or on a paper form and placed in the box in the 
church foyer . 
 

Forms are available at the back of our 4 Church communities. 

Parish Notices 

http://www.holyspirit.nz/


 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: 
FIRST COMMUNION 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu - Sunday, 10th September at 2:00pm 
Sacred Heart, Petone - Sunday, 17th September at 9:30am  
We ask parishioners to please keep all the children and their families in your prayers 
as they continue their faith journey through the programme.  
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
The next Baptism Preparation session will be on Wednesday 6 September 2023 in 
the Church Foyer, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone, 7:00pm. Parents 
wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the 
session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
 
LIFE TEEN HUTT VALLEY UPDATE: 
LT Camp gathering - Let’s make pizza and play games Sunday, 10 Sept 12 noon, 
Arobake 105 Nelson Street. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
27 August $1,670.00 - Thank you for your support.  
This amount does not include Automatic Payments. 
 

Today is Fathers Day 
We thank God for the gift of fatherhood. Bless all our 
fathers with strength, wisdom and love.   
 

“Every family needs a father - a father who shares in his 
family’s joy and pain, hands down wisdom to his children and 
offers them firm guidance and love” 
Pope Francis 
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
PETONE ST VINNIES NEWS – AUGUST 2023 
The Sacred Heart Petone St Vinnies group is excited to be buddying up with the Year 7 
& 8 students in Kākāpō class to fundraise for the “Assist a Student” project. 
This project assists individual primary, intermediate or secondary students in Samoa or 
Tonga or Sri Lanka with school related costs (eg. uniform, school fees, shoes, stationery 
or transport) ($100 per student) We will be holding 2 cake stalls on the 8th and 10th 
September to raise this money. 
If you would like to support this project please choose from the following: 
• Drop some ingredients into the food basket in the Sacred Heart Church foyer (eg. 
flour, sugar, chocolate chips, eggs) 
OR  Join us at the school after the 10am Seniors Mass to bake on Weds  
6 September  (11.00-12.30pm) 
OR  Bring some money to buy some delicious baking from the cake stalls on:  
• Friday 8 September - 3pm @ Sacred Heart School 
• Sunday 10 September - after 9.30am Mass at Sacred Heart Church 
Any questions - please ring or text Anne 021 071 8046 or Kath 021 0545817 
 
SACRED HEART SCHOOL 2024 ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS: 
Applications for student enrolment at Sacred Heart Petone for 2024 must be  
received at the school office by Monday 4th September this year. 
 
ANOINTING MASS: 
Wednesday, September 6th at 10:00am. 



Other Events 

FEAST OF PEŇAFRANCIA: 
On Thursday 7 September, the Filipino Bicolano Group will start their 9-day novena in 
honour of their region’s Patroness, Our Lady of Peñafrancia, here in Sacred Heart 
Church Petone.  There will be a daily Mass that follows the novena which starts at 
6:30pm on weekdays.  On Thursdays and Sunday, the group will be joining the normal 
Mass timetable of Sacred Heart Church with the novena an hour earlier. 
 

The feast day will be celebrated on Saturday, 16 September, with Mass at 5:00pm, 
presided by Msgr Gerard Burns, Vicar General, then a short procession to Petone 
Central School Hall where the celebration/fellowship is being held.  Everyone is 
welcome to join in.  
 

In the Philippines the highlight of this celebration is a fluvial parade with only men 
allowed to join in the barge/boat that carries the Statue of the Blessed Virgin normally 
referred to as “INA” meaning Mother.  Along the route people shout “Viva la Virgen”. 
 
NEW PRAYER GROUP STARTING: 
A new prayer group is starting under Current of Grace Wellington (former Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal) at Sacred Heart Church, Petone.  This will be held every first and 
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 to 8:30pm, at the Church Chapel.  The first prayer 
meeting will be on Wednesday 20th September.  All welcome. 
Please contact Lislie (027 3476327) or Marianne (04 9383338) if you wish to know more 
of this prayer group. 
 

ST PATRICK’S, WAINUIOMATA 
ST PATRICK'S COMMUNITY WALL HANGING: 
We are creating a wall hanging for the hall. Could each family contribute by decorating a 
fabric square to represent their family. You can sew, embellish, paint, draw something to 
represent your family. Fabric squares are in the basket at the back of the church - 
please take one. Could the completed squares please be returned by the end of 
September. Thank you for your contribution. Elizabeth Zwart. 

WELCOM is the official monthly newspaper of the Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington and the 
Diocese of Palmerston North.  As well as reporting on activities that occur in the two dioceses, 
WelCom aims to present educative and thought-provoking articles about the Church in the 
world. The September issue is available this weekend, don’t forget to pick up your ‘free’ copy. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK: 3-9 September 2023 
Each year, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference lead us in Social Justice Week to 
consider an issue of social justice in Aotearoa. This year marks the beginning of a three-year 
focus on building peace and responding to conflict.  
Imagine Peace for all: Peace begins with you!  
Pohewatia te Rangimārie mō te Katoa: Ka tīmata tonu te rangimārie i roto i ā koe! 
We hope people will begin their journey by reflecting on their own personal peace and how to 
seek the peace of God in all areas of their lives.  

For more information visit www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week. 
 

SEASON OF CREATION EVENT: How well do we know our Awa – the Hutt River? 
Everyone is invited to an interesting and informative afternoon to hear from a range of speakers 
about caring for, protecting and restoring Te Awa Kairangi – the Hutt river. 
Sunday 10 Sept from 1-3.30pm followed by afternoon tea. 
Venue. St Peter and Paul’s Church Hall, 60 Knights Road, Lower Hutt. 
This event is being organized in conjunction with an Ecumenical River Prayer walk on Sunday 24 
September. More information on public group facebook Te Awa Kairangi Prayer walk. 

http://m.vega.works/ls/click?upn=d4TiXLz3k8dHMWJzD0xYYGaAt8LIbTs-2FQv457jNYWIqes8y9l3UDwjGYiAh-2Bj8SHtw8yse82Yc8qmCuP1Edzqw-3D-3Dd0Hd_1m1S2fD2zjABFxUSAr0gCQwiXgz8gfUlSrwURPOSi1nlQh-2BwYTy2P8K-2FAsOWx4D5WQ34ZiLxG-2FOvHNK9-2B4YB4HhudVCVV2Bg2OEP-2FmwIqeTE5Tb5nzK

