
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 41 Britannia Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012  
Telephone: (04) 971.7885 

Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com  Website: www.holyspirit.nz 

24 SEPTEMBER 2023 
READINGS: 

Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24,27; Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 

 
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - YEAR A 

 

Our first reaction to many situations in life is to shout: It's 
NOT FAIR. And we are right. We live in a world of injustices. 
We are all victims of human injustice. But the criteria for 
entering the Kingdom of heaven is very different. Human 
justice is very far from divine justice, so we must strive to 
know and try to imitate God's justice everyday of our life. 
 

I think we can understand this parable better if we think 
about the case of someone who has behaved badly with us 
for years and at a good moment recognizes his wrong,  
repents, asks for forgiveness and changes his attitude. 
Human justice would tell us: “An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth”. However, divine justice invites you to forgive. In 
these situations, Jesus clearly taught us what God's criteria 
is: Mercy.  
 

The word “mercy” comes from the Latin “misericordia” 
formed from misere (misery, suffering) cor, cordis (heart) 
and the suffix ia which expresses “towards others”. This 
word refers to the ability to feel or to experience it in our 
heart the misery or suffering of others. It is mainly about 
the expression or manifestation of the love of God in the  
human form. 
 

It is our turn to rejoice with the Lord for all those who  
repent and change their lives. God has the right to be  
generous, we have the right and duty to imitate him, 
because it is the only way to be a follower of Christ –  
to be one with God. 
 
    Fr Akuila, svd 



Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is near to all who call him.  

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Anne Costello, Joyce Anderson, Edmund Charles Flynn, Josephine Walker, 
Joan Hall, Gordon Desmond, Norman Morgan, Beverley Moran. 

 Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Maureen Te Wehioterangi Jehly, Otis Hill, Paul Schmidt-Uili, Francis Ogwaro,  
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Noel Cassidy,Hira Lal, Gillian Robinson. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 

SEPTEMBER – GIFTING-PARTICIPATION MONTH: 
We still have some days left to fill out our Gifting/Participation forms. 
We are all part of one body, our Church Community.  Each of us has a 
gift/talent that can be shared to build up a vibrant Church.   
 

To help you decide which ministry you would like to be involved with, on a 
notice board in each Church, is a sample form showing ministries you can 
choose. Beside it, is an expanded two page list of those ministries 
with explanations of what is involved in each ministry . 
 

If we all act in unity, what a Church Community that will be, a church God wants . This 
form can be completed on line at the church website (www.holyspirit.nz) go to the 
menu, click on ‘our place’, or on a paper form and placed in the box in the church 
foyer . Forms are available at the back of our 4 Church communities. 

 
LIFE TEEN HUTT VALLEY UPDATE: 
24th September We will join the river prayer walk and end with a LT Youth Mass at 
Sacred Heart. 
XLT Friday 6th October. We will travel in as a group, message us on social media if 
you need a ride. 
15th October 6.30pm Life Teen Camp info night, Location TBC. 

 
BAPTISM  
We warmly welcome Sophia Carmen Cook (Sacred Heart Petone) who is to 
receive the sacrament of Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua 
Tapu this Sunday together with her family.  May they always walk in the light 
of Christ’s love. 

Parish Notices 

http://www.holyspirit.nz/


 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: 
To all the children who have now completed the Parish 
Sacramental Programme having received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. We ask 

parishioners to continue to keep the children and their families in your 
prayers. 
 

Grateful thanks to all involved in the Sacramental Team. Your dedication and hard 
work is greatly appreciated. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:  
The next baptism preparation session is on Thursday, 5th October 2023 in the church 
foyer, Sacred Heart Church, 41 Britannia St, Petone at 7:00pm. Parents wishing to have 
their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the session please register 
by contacting the parish office on 971 7885. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out the newsletter, updates and 
information through emails provided by parishioners. If you change your email or would 
like to provide your email address please advise the parish office. Should you not wish to 
be part of this you can unsubscribe.  
 
REMINDER – ABUSE IN ANY FORM – UNACCEPTABLE IN THE PARISH OFFICE: 
Please be reminded that ABUSE IN ANY FORM IS UNACCEPTABLE in this Parish – be 
it on the phone or face-to-face.  The office had been experiencing some unpleasant 
incidents especially with the signing of preference forms.  We have procedures and 
guidelines to follow relating to signing of the forms.  
 
UPDATE FROM VISION TEAM: 
The Vision Team, a committee formed under the guidance of the Parish Pastoral 
Council, continues to investigate opportunities to upgrade, rebuild or relocate Our Lady 
of the Rosary church at Waiwhetu. Recently the team received a report from 
professional property consultants, who shortlisted five potential sites out of a long list of 
151 sites - including the location of the current church. Further evaluation continues into 
the possibility of replacing the OLOR school hall with a combined church/hall. Naturally, 
with any option many issues need to be considered, such as car parking, City Council 
codes, practicality, affordability and importantly, how well any proposal marries with our 
whole Parish vision.   We'll continue to update you periodically as we reach key 
steps.  Please contact olrvisiongroup@gmail.com for further information. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
17 September  $1,737.40 Thank you for your support.  
This amount does not include Automatic Payments. 
 

PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving programme to 
meet the challenges for our Church - to continue to provide well maintained buildings 
and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, provide a budget for Parish 
programmes and activities and support our Archdiocese.  
 

This is very easy to do especially if you use internet banking – you don’t need to go to 
the bank.  You can set up a weekly/fortnightly/monthly payment to the Parish.  Any 
amount large or small donated regularly makes all the difference to the Parish.  
 

Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as 
reference. 
 

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish 
office at (04) 971 7885 to obtain a PG No. to serve as your reference.  You will receive a 
tax receipt at the end of the financial year.  

mailto:olrvisiongroup@gmail.com


SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: 
The parish wishes all teachers, students and office staff an enjoyable 
and restful holiday time. God’s blessings to you all.  

ST PATRICK’S, WAINUIOMATA 
ST PATRICK'S COMMUNITY WALL HANGING: 
We are creating a wall hanging for the hall. Could each family contribute by decorating a 
fabric square to represent their family. You can sew, embellish, paint, draw something to 
represent your family. Fabric squares are in the basket at the back of the church - 
please take one. Could the completed squares please be returned by the end of 
September. Thank you for your contribution. Elizabeth Zwart. 
 

SAMOAN MASS:  
There will be a Samoan Mass today, 24th September at 11:00am. 
 

ANOINTING MASS: On Friday, 29th September our 10:00am Mass will 
be an anointing Mass. All parishioners welcome. Bring a family member or a 
friend.  
 

SACRED HEART, PETONE 
SINCERE GRATITUDE: 
The Filipino Bicolano Penafrancia Group wishes to extend their sincere thanks for 
allowing us to share one of our religious traditions in the Philippines at Sacred Heart 
Church Petone.  A mass presided by Msgr Gerard Burns followed by fellowship at the 
Petone Central School Hall culminated the fiesta event Saturday 16 September. 
 

As mentioned before, in the Philippines the highlight of this celebration is a fluvial 
parade with only men allowed to join in the barge/boat that carries the Statue of the 
Blessed Virgin normally referred to as “INA” meaning Mother.  Along the route people 
shout “Viva la Virgen”. 
 

SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER The 9:30am Mass is led by the Tokelauan Community. 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
September 
 

25 Ezra 1:1-6; Lk 8: 16-18 
26 Ezra 6: 7-8,12,14-20; Lk 

 8: 19-21 
27 Ezra 9: 5-9; Lk 9:1-6 
28 Haggai 1: 1-8; Lk 9: 7-9 
29 Dan 7:9-10,13-14; Jn 1: 

 47-51 
30 Zech 2: 5-9,14 15; 

 Lk 9:  43-45 
 

NEXT SUNDAY:  
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First reading: Ezekiel 18: 25-28 
The sinner who decides to turn against  
sinfulness deserves to live. 

Second reading: Philippians 2: 1-11 
In your minds you must be the same as  
Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 21: 28-32 He went out 
moved by regret. The tax collectors and  
prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom 
of God. 

Other Events 
 

LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: Meeting Mon 25th Sept 7:00pm in Ss Peter & Paul Hall. We invite 
you to join us. Contact 027 3476327  
 

HOLY HOUR: Tuesday, 26th Sept at Connolly Hall starting at 7:30pm to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life.  
 

BEE AWARENESS DAY: Ever wondered how the buzzing communities of bees work? Or 
how hexagonal honeycomb is created? Join us in the beautiful hills of Island Bay for a sweet 
day of honey and learning. Next Saturday 30 September, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm, Our Lady's 
Home of Compassion, 2 Rhine Street, Island Bay, Wellington. 


