CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

Making a Choice

According to Newton’s third law, “that for every action (force) in nature there is an
equal and opposite reaction”. Something similar happens when we make decisions,
because every choice has its consequences. The readings for the 21st Sunday
remind us about making a choice. It reminds us that we can spend our lives
pursuing earthly values or investing in values that are eternal. God shows us the
way; but the final decision is always ours.

In the first reading, Joshua invites the tribes of Israel to gather in Shechem. They
must decide: either to follow the false gods of their new land, or to stay faithful to
the God of their ancestors. The decision was not difficult, for the people have seen
how God has acted throughout history and are convinced that only Yahweh can
provide them with life, freedom, well-being and peace.

Paul in the second reading, reminds the community of Ephesus that the option for
Christ also has consequences at every level of life including family relationships. For
all followers of Christ, the family must be a place and an opportunity where the
values of the Kingdom of God are manifested. As husband and wife, their sharing of
love, their union and communion, gives us a clear and concrete sign of the union of
Christ with his Church.

Our Gospel reading comes from the end of John’s Bread of Life discourse. It
represents a turning point in the life of the disciples. One group, is only concerned
with their material needs, power, ambition and glory. The other group, open to the
work of the Holy Spirit, with the option to follow Jesus path of love and the gift of
life. Jesus gives them a choice: either to stay and accept the Eucharistic gift of his
life, or to leave with those who can’t understand him.
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In C.S. Lewis’s book, Mere Christianity, he describes that how we, like the statues in
Narnia, can be infected by the life of Christ by staying close to the warm, moist
breath of our Triune God. He writes, “If you want to get warm you must stand near
the fire: if you want to be wet you must get into the water. If you want joy, power,
peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing that has them”.

May the Holy Spirit guide us to choose to follow and serve the Triune God.
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Fr Akuila
25TH AUGUST 2024 - 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
READINGS:
Joshua 24:1-2,15-18; Ephesians 5:21-32; Gospel John 6:60-69 P’ }//
S
41 Britannia Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012 wy

Telephone: (04) 971.7885
Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com Website: www.holyspirit.nz



Responsonial Poalm

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
Padraig O Druachain (Eire)
May he rest in God’s eternal peace.
ANNIVERSARIES
David Corderoy, Barry Rush, Herbert Walker, John Balmer,
Gwendoline McNamara, Joan Hall, Mena Hobbs, Eric Francis Foot,
Denis Lennane, Kath Theobold, Eunice Clarke, Joseph Trompetter.
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,

rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,
Gillian Robinson, Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.

PLEASE NOTE:

As Fr Akuila will be attending the Archdiocese of Wellington Priest Gathering on
Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th August there are a couple of changes to the
weekly Mass schedule.

Wednesday, 28th - No 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart (Petone) instead there will be
Word and Communion. Mass will be celebrated as usual at 6:30pm in Wainuiomata.

Thursday, 29th - No 11:00am Mass at San Antonio (Eastbourne).
Mass will be celebrated as usual at 6:30pm at Sacred Heart (Petone).

BAPTISM & BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:
Baptisms are held every second and fourth Sundays of the month at Sacred Heart
Church, Petone.

There is a Baptism Preparation Session held every first Thursday of the month in
the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St.

Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited

to attend.

If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the
Parish Office at 971 7885.

The next preparation session is on 5th September 2024. 8
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WEEKLY COLLECTION: THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
18 August - $1,640.90 This amount does not include Automatic Payments

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

PLANNED GIVING:

we need our Parish Community to help and support our Planned Giving
Programme to meet the challenges for our church. To continue to provide well
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities
and provide a budget for parish programmes and activities, and to support our
Archdiocese - which is our monthly levy payments.

This is very easy to do especially if you use internet banking — you don’t need to go to
the bank. You can set up a weekly/fortnightly/monthly payment to the Parish. Any
amount large or small donated regularly makes all the difference to the Parish.

OL;r bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as
reference.

We still have the weekly envelope system available, however we would like to see more
giving by Automatic Payment.

For those who contribute by a cash donation - Have you thought about using the
envelope system or setting up a AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at
the end of the financial year - Now that’s pretty good isn't it - Please think about it.

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish
office at (04) 971 7885 or email the Parish Secretary to obtain a PG No. to serve as your
reference. (holyspiritparish41@gmail.com)

Your financial contributions to the parish are gratefully appreciated.

EMAIL ADDRESSES:

The parish is sending out the newsletter, updates and information on what’s happening
through emails provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office if you would like
to provide your email or change your email address. You can unsubscribe at any time.

ADORATION IN CHURCH:
Our Lady of the Rosary will have adoration for one hour after the 9.30 am Mass on
Fridays.

REMINDER - CHURCH BOOKINGS:

Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use any of our churches for any reason.

This is important for security reasons.

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL, WAIWHETU: Enrolments for 2025:

If you would like to enrol your child, or you know of other whanau members or friends
who would like to enrol for 2025 please contact the school offlce to book an
appointment regarding enrolment. Enrolments for 2025 close on 30" August 2024.

SACRED HEART SCHOOL, PETONE: Enrolments for 2025

Enrolments applications are now open for Sacred Heart School Petone.

Please check our school website for more details. Enrolments close on Monday 2
September 2024. All applications need to be received in full by the closing date.

LIFE TEEN LEADERSHIP CONVENTION is looking for support:

With over 140 people attending. We are now looking for support in hospitality. If you
have time on Saturday 31st August. We have two meals and coffee breaks to serve
All food is organised, we are wanting hands to set up and clean up.

Location: Sacred Heart College Lower Hultt.

If you can help contact Max. 0272255449 or Max@arobake.co.nz




SHARED SERVICES: EASTBOURNE

The people of St Alban’s and St Ronan’s Churches Eastbourne warmly invite the people
of San Antonio Church to join them for a shared service on Sunday 1st September,
9.30am at St Ronan’s Church. In the service, we'll celebrate the music and legacy
of New Zealand song writer, poet and prophet, Shirley Murray. And, we’ll get a sneak
pre-publication peak at a new biography of Shirley - Peace is her Song - written by
Eastbourne’s own Anne Manchester.

The next shared service will be hosted by St Alban’s on Sunday 6th October at San

Antonio Church. We would love to welcome any members of the San Antonio
congregation who would like to join us.

Other Notices

LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: Our next meeting will be on Monday 26th August,
7.00 to 8.30pm in St's Peter & Paul Hall. We invite you to join us. Enquiries please
contact +64 27 347 6327.

SUZANNE AUBERT TERTIARY SCHOLARSHIP 2025:
We are delighted to announce that the Suzanne Aubert Tertiary Scholarship
applications for 2025 open on 1 September 2024.

This scholarship is designed to support students within the Catholic Archdiocese of
Wellington and the Diocese of Palmerston North who will be studying in their second
year of tertiary studies in 2025.

For more details and to apply, please visit our website: www.compassion.org.nz
If you have any questions regarding the application process, please contact:
Felicity Giltrap: felicity.g@compassion.org.nz.

Stay up to date with Archdiocesan events:
hitps:; .wh.catholi .nz/event

FROM THE ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION
Jesus affirms that the true bread of salvation, which transmits
eternal life, is his very flesh, him, in his incarnation. This
means that...God...must be recognised in the humanity of
Jesus and, as a consequence, in that of the brothers and sisters

we meet on the path of life.
(Pope Francis Angelus 22 August 2021)

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: 22nd Sunday in

August Ordinary Time
. . . First reading: Deuteronomy 4: 1-2,6-8
26 %:,I I}ezss 1: 1-5,11-12; Mt 23:  yu pav add nothing to the word which I speak
27 2Thess 2: 1-3, 14-17; Mt 23:  to you - keep the commands of the Lord.
23-26 Second reading: James 1: 17-18, 21-22, 21
28 %711%6255 3: 6-10, 16-18; Mt 23: p, qoers of the word.

20 Jeri:17-19: Mk 6: 17-29 Gospel: Mark 1: 1-8, 14-145, 21-23 You
30 1 Cori:17-25; Mt 25: 1-13 forget the commands of the Lord T
31 1Cor1:26-31; Mt 25: 14-30  apd hold on to human tradition.
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