
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 
Yes, But How? 

 
A brother priest tells a story through social media about a man who 
borrowed a book from his friend. As he read through it, he was 
intrigued to find parts of the book underlined with the letters YBH 
written in the margin. When he returned the book to the owner, he 
asked what the YBH meant. The owner replied that the underlined 
paragraphs were sections of the book that he basically agreed with. 
They gave him hints on how to improve himself and pointed out 
truths that he wished to incorporate into his life. However, the 
letters YBH stood for "Yes, But How?" 
 
And that's the question for us this 3rd Week of Lent: "Yes, but 
how?": "I ought to know how to take better care of myself, but 
how?" "I know I ought to spend more time in scripture reading and 
prayer, but how?" "I know I ought to be more sensitive to others, 
more loving, more understanding, but how?" These are all good 
qualities and we know that, but how can we acquire them? As 
Christian people we know the kind of life we ought to live, and 
most of us have the best of intentions to do so, but how? We are 
afraid because we know where the road paved with only good 
intentions leads! 

 
We hear Jesus' parable of the fig tree, telling us 
to repent and bear good fruit. We know what 
the Christian life requires of us and yet, if we 
are honest with ourselves, we also know how 
far short we fall. So, the question that confronts 
us this week is: "Yes, but how?" 
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23 MARCH 2025 - 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT (C) 
READINGS: 

Exodus 3: 1-8.13-15; 1Corinthians 10:1-6.10-12; Gospel Luke 13:1-9 



Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is kind and merciful.  

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Stephen Howard, Anika Stephen-De Sousa, Gerald Haines, 
Mieczyslaw Piotr Czudaj, Margaret Ann (Rita) O’Donovan,  

Gerard Perk. 
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,  

Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange, 
Beverley Campbell, Lino Ausage, Tali Sua. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

BAPTISM: 
We warmly welcome Thea Capili Gonzales, Poppy-Jane Adeline Mason 
and Charlotte Louise Newdick who are to receive the sacrament of 
Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu (Sacred Heart 
Church Petone) this Sunday together with their families. 
 

May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
Is held every first Thursday of the month in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart 
Church 41 Britannia St. Petone. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend 
the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
The next Baptism Preparation session is Thursday 3 April 2025. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Every Friday during Lent  28 March and 4, 11 April) at Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Waiwhetu, St Patrick’s, Wainuiomata and Sacred Heart, Petone commencing at 
7:00pm. 

 
Let us pray for the Faith of candidates and Catechumens, especially 
those in our parish, who are preparing to receive the Sacraments of 
Initiation and entry into the Church this Easter. 
 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
16 March 2025  -  $2,094.10 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  
Total Automatic Payments for February 2025 - $13,167.00 

Parish Notices 



 

CAN YOU HELP US: – AIRLESS SPRAY PAINTING UNIT: 
Would a parishioner have an Airless Spray Painting Unit that they would be happy to 
lend to the parish for 1 day to repaint the front fence at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, 
Waiwhetu. The fence is rough cast concrete which is not conducive to painting it by 
hand using paint brushes. It would be well cared for and your kindness in lending your 
equipment would be greatly appreciated.  
If you can help with this request please phone the parish office 971 7885 or email 
holyspiritparish41@gmail.com. 
Thank you and blessings, 
Parish of the Holy Spirit – Te Wairua Tapu 
 
TODAY - Sunday - 23rd March at Sacred Heart Church our 9:30am Mass will be 
Maori-led. 
 
SAMOAN MASS: Will be celebrated today – Sunday, 23rd March at 12 Noon at St 
Patrick’s Church, Wainuiomata. Everyone welcome.  
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH:  
St Patrick’s Wainuiomata will have adoration after the 9:00am Mass on Tuesdays. 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu will have adoration for half an hour after the 9.30 am 
Mass on Fridays. 
 

The Rosary is prayed every Wednesday after the 6:30pm Mass at  
St Patrick’s Wainuiomata.  
 

PETONE ST VINNIES - Lent 2025  
As we journey through this Lenten season you may be looking for some ways to put 
your prayer, fasting or almsgiving into practical action? 
 

The Sacred Heart Petone St Vinnies group would like to invite you to: 
1.Donate some non-perishable food or Easter treats into the basket at the back of 
the church each week during Lent. 
2. Let us know of anyone who might need a food or Easter package or a visit from 
our friendly and caring visiting team. 
Join our team! We meet once a month and would love to welcome you. 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH HALL 
There will be a working bee on Saturday, 29th 
March starting at 9:00am for the Sacred Heart 
Church Hall - cleaning inside and maintenance 
outside the hall.  
We really need your help – many hands make 
light work.  
 

REMINDER – CHURCH BOOKINGS: 
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those 
who wish to use the Church for any reason.  This is important for security reasons.  
 

 
 
 

Put your compassion into action  
 

The Bishops’ Lenten Appeal runs until Easter. 
 

This year, Caritas are encouraging you to give online or through direct deposit if 
possible, to reduce costs and make processing donations faster. 

To learn more or donate visit Caritas.org.nz.  
Thank you for your generous support.  
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UPCOMING FLORES DE MAYO/SANTACRUZAN CELEBRATION IN MAY  
We invite everyone to join us again in this joyous event. 

If you are interested in participating in the procession or volunteering, please 
email us at holyspiritparish.fc@gmail.com. Thank you. 

 

Flores De Mayo is Spanish for flowers of May.  It is a festival held in the Philippines 
when devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary are made for the entire month.  Santacruzan 
is the Spanish word for Holy Cross. It is a procession that re-enacts the finding of the 
True Cross by Queen Helena and Emperor Constantine.  It is a procession that honours 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and the different virtues she represents through various reynas 
or queens, each with a symbolic meaning and role. This tradition dates back to the 
Spanish colonial era and reflects the Filipino Catholic faith and heritage. 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
March 
24 2Kgs 5:1-5; Lk 4:24-30 
25 Is 7:10-14; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
26 Deut 4:1.5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
27 Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
28 Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34 
29 Hosea 5: 15-6:6; Lk 18:9-14 
 
 

NEXT WEEK: 4th Sunday of Lent 
 

First reading: Joshua 5: 9-12  
The people of God went to the promised land 
and there kept Passover.  
Second reading: Corinthians 5:17-21 
God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 
Gospel: Luke 15: 1-3.11-32 
Your brother here was dead and has come to 
life.  

LOWER HUTT PRAYER GROUP: Our next meeting will be on Monday 24th March, 7.00 to 
8.30pm in St's Peter & Paul Hall. We invite you to join us.  Enquiries please contact +64 
27 347 6327. 
 

HOLY HOUR: You are invited to come to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 25 March at the 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart beginning at 7.30 pm to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life. Included in the hour will be prayers, praise and 
worship, scripture reading and silence, concluding with Benediction. All are welcome. 
 

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD @ Sacred Heart Cathedral: 
A Lenten opportunity to join millions of Catholics around the world in prayer and 
adoration during this Jubilee Year. From 5:30pm on Friday 28th March until the 5:30pm 
Vigil Mass on Saturday 29th March. Parishes are invited to take lead for an hour or two 
during the 24-hour Vigil. Everyone is welcome to visit the Cathedral and spend some 
time in adoration during this period.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. 
Visit https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/jubilee-2025/ 
 

FORUM ON HOUSING WORKSHOP sponsored by the Ecology Justice and Peace 
Commission. 10am-3pm Saturday 29 March, St Bernadette’s Church Hall, Naenae. 
Adequate housing, a place to call home, is fundamental to living a life of dignity. 
The Forum on Housing will build on last year’s foundations with a workshop to identify 
actions to build awareness, foster collaboration, address system level issues, and 
provide practical community support. This workshop is for everyone concerned about 
housing issues. Community Housing Aotearoa will facilitate the day. For more 
information, please contact Deirdre Meskill, d.meskill@wn.catholic.org.nz; phone:  04 
385 8642. A contribution of finger food to share for lunch is appreciated. 
 

DOVE CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP FOR WOMEN is excited to be launching a new 
initiative called Dovecotes. We invite you to prayerfully consider joining us by forming a 
Dovecote in your parish.  website: www.dove.org.nz or email Gloria Stafford: 
dovenational.leader@gmail.com 

Other Notices 
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