
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

REFLECTION 
In this 5th Sunday of our Lenten journey, the liturgy invites us to 
free ourselves from all that enslaves us and to walk with courage 
and determination, towards the promise that awaits us in 
Jerusalem: Jesus’ suffering, death and his glorious resurrection.   
A promise of renewed life, the horizon of freedom and happiness 
that God wants to offer to all his dear children. 
 

In the 1st reading, Isaiah encourages the people exiled in Babylon 
to understand that God is preparing a “new exodus”.  A liberation 
never seen before and which is the fruit of God’s attentiveness 
and love.  The exiles will be freed; and, accompanied by God, they 
will walk a path that will bring them back to the land from which 
they were taken, the land where milk and honey flow.  This is the 
challenge for us in this time of Lent: to walk from slavery to 
freedom, from the old life to the new life. 
 

In the 2nd reading, Paul using his own life story as a paradigm, 
challenges Christians of all ages to free themselves from the 
“rubbish” that limited his movements and prevented him from 
running to meet Christ.  His great concern was to encounter Christ 
and the transformation that He brings about in our lives. 
 

In the Gospel is the story of Jesus encounter with the woman 
accused of committing adultery.  The Pharisees and scribes 
brought before Jesus a woman who, according to the Law, had 
committed a sin that deserved death.  While they see it as an 
occasion to test Jesus, He takes the opportunity to reveal God’s 
unending love, even toward sin and the sinner. 
 

Jesus forgives the adulterous woman not because her sin is 
harmless but because he loves even sinners like her.  He gives 
her another life and a chance to change for the better. The 
message for us is to walk away from the darkness of sin to the 
lightness of freedom, from the old life to a new life. 
 

     Fr Akuila 
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6 APRIL 2025 - 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT (C) 
READINGS: 

Isaiah 43: 16-21; Philippians 3: 8-14; Gospel John 8: 1-11 



Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Selesitina Bickers, Antonio Pereira, Fetuao Ah You, Terrence Wagg,  

Elizabeth Randall, Angela Crane, Donald William Campbell, 
Donald Wakefield, Fredrick Charles Wheeler, Timothy Thomas, 

Edwin Carrasca, Myra Miriam O’Leary 
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,  

Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange, 
Beverley Campbell, Lino Ausage, Tali Sua. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

 
 
Let us pray for the candidates and Catechumens, especially 
those in our parish, who are preparing to receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation and entry into the Church this Easter. 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME AT SACRED HEART PETONE COMMUNITY: 
If your child is Year 4 or over, has been Baptised, and is ready to receive the 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation and Holy Communion, you are 
welcome to enrol them in the programme now. The children’s programme runs after 
9:30am Mass on Sundays. Parent sessions on Thursday evenings. To register please 
contact Mandy Howat - howat.aj@gmail.com or call Julia Havell 027 306 9472.  
 
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: 2025/2026 FINANCIAL YEAR: 
Envelopes for those who still prefer to contribute by the weekly envelope system, and 
envelopes for the Archdiocesan Special Collections that are taken up during the year  
and Parish Building Maintenance envelopes for those who use the AP system and would 
like to contribute are available for collection. Please look for them when you come to 
Mass. 
 

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme please contact the 
parish office on 971 7885 and Maria or Nilda will be happy to assist you. 
 

Thank you for your financial contributions, they are very much appreciated.  

Parish Notices 

mailto:howat.aj@gmail.com


 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: 30 March 2025  -  $2,185.00 
This amount does not include Automatic Payments. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 
PLEASE NOTE: There will be no 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart Church, Petone on 
Wednesday 9th April. There will be a Funeral Mass at 10:30am instead. 
 

 
PETONE ST VINNIES - Lent 2025  
As we journey through this Lenten season you may be looking for some 
ways to put your prayer, fasting or almsgiving into practical action? 
 

The Sacred Heart Petone St Vinnies group would like to invite you to: 
1.Donate some non-perishable food or Easter treats into the 
basket at the back of the church each week during Lent. 
2. Let us know of anyone who might need a food or Easter package or a visit from 
our friendly and caring visiting team. 
Join our team! We meet once a month and would love to welcome you. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Fridays during Lent  (11 April) at Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu,  
St Patrick’s, Wainuiomata and Sacred Heart, Petone commencing at 7:00pm. 
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH:  
St Patrick’s Wainuiomata will have adoration after the 9:00am Mass on Tuesdays. 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Waiwhetu will have adoration for half an hour after the 9.30 am 
Mass on Fridays. 
 

THE ROSARY is prayed every Wednesday after the 6:30pm Mass at  St Patrick’s 
Wainuiomata.  
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 

Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the month 
in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. 
Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to 
attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the 
Parish Office at 971 7885.  
The next Baptism Preparation session is Thursday 1 May 2025. 
 

 
DIVINE MERCY PRAYERS: 
Every Wednesday after the 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart Church, 
Petone we will have Adoration, Divine Mercy Prayers and pray the 
Rosary.  
The first Wednesday of the month is our Seniors Mass which starts at 
10:00am. Come and join us.  

 
Thank you to our very kind parishioner who 
answered our request to borrow an Airless Spray Painting Unit.  
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

LENTEN CONFESSION SERVICES: 
 
St Patrick's Wainuiomata - Wednesday 9th April 7:00pm (No 6:30pm Mass)                    
    
Sacred Heart Petone - Thursday 10th April at 7:00pm (No 6:30pm Mass) 



SPIRITED YOUTH JAM is on TODAY 6th April, at OLR Church, 11:30-1pm. 
Please bring a koha/donation towards our pizza lunch. This music group is for 
Intermediate aged youth and older.  Contact Lucy Ryan 0226539525 for any more info.   

 
UPCOMING FLORES DE MAYO/SANTACRUZAN CELEBRATION IN MAY  

We invite everyone to join us again in this joyous event. 
If you are interested in participating in the procession or volunteering, please 

email us at holyspiritparish.fc@gmail.com. Thank you. 
 

Flores De Mayo is Spanish for Flowers of May.  It is a festival held in the Philippines 
when devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary are made for the entire month.  Santacruzan 
is the Spanish word for Holy Cross. It is a procession that re-enacts the finding of the 
True Cross by Queen Helena and Emperor Constantine.  It is a procession that honours 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and the different virtues she represents through various reynas 
or queens, each with a symbolic meaning and role. This tradition dates back to the 
Spanish colonial era and reflects the Filipino Catholic faith and heritage. 
 

 
 
 
 

Support for the Lent Appeal is an ACT OF GENEROSITY 
The money raised during this time is essential to the mission of Caritas. It provides much 
of the funding necessary for them to continue their life-changing work in New Zealand, 
the Pacific and beyond. The theme for the Lent appeal in 2025 is Restoring Hope: 
Your compassion in action/Kia puawai te Tumanako. This year Caritas are 
encouraging you to give online or through direct deposit if possible, to reduce costs and 
make processing donations faster. To learn more and donate please visit Caritas.org.nz 

DAILY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
April  
7 Dan 13: 1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62; Jn 

8:1-11 
8 Num 21: 4-9; Jn 8: 21-30 
9 Dan 3: 14-20, 24-25,28; Jn 8:31-

42 
10 Gen 17: 3-9; Jn 8: 51-59 
11 Jer 20: 10-13; Jn 10: 31-42 
12 Ezek 37: 21-28; Jn 11: 45-56 
 
 

NEXT WEEK: PALM SUNDAY 
 

First reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
I did not cover my face against 
insult and I know I will not be 
ashamed.  
Second Reading: Philippians 
2: 6-11 
He humbled himself to become like us and 
God raised him on high. 
Gospel: Luke 22: 14-23:56 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke.  

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
Just as Christ was able to see beyond sin and condemnation, so we are called to look for 
the hidden depths at work in us and around us. Take some time this week to look for 

and find a hidden mystery at work in the natural world around you. 
 

Pope Francis - Angelus, 20 March 2022 

Other Notices 
 

PRAYERS REQUIRED: As we have a growing number of people from 
Myanmar and its surrounding areas in some of our communities, please let us 
join together in prayer and support amid the recent earthquakes. 
 
CHRISM MASS: Will be celebrated on Wednesday, 16th April - 7:00pm at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, Hill Street Wellington.  
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