CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.
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REFLECTION

How do we relate to God? Do we communicate with God? Do we
feel the need to talk to God about our life, our worries, doubts,
joys and sorrows? Are we interested in listening to what God
has to say to us? How do we communicate with God? The
readings for the 17" Sunday Ordinary Time, Year C try to
answer some of these questions.

In the first reading Abraham addresses the God who came to
visit him and communicates with him. Abraham in his bold and
confident attitude teaches us that true prayer is a dialogue in
which we, through trust, humility and respect, presents to God
our concerns, doubts, desires and our praises. God did
respond freely to Abraham’s questions and shares with him
God’s plans for Sodom and Gomorrah. We must understand
that mercy will always be stronger than the will to punish the
sinner. God is always willing to save us. This “conversation” can
be a model of our prayer, of our dialogue with God.

In the second reading Paul, addressing the community of
Colosse, he reminds them of our call through our Baptism. To
embrace this new life that God, through his Only Begotten Son,
has granted to all with the dignity of becoming adopted sons
and daughters in his Love. Christ is and always will be the
centre and foundation of our life as follower of Christ.

In the Gospel, Jesus instructed his disciples that he is not
teaching them a fixed and exclusive formula of prayer, but
rather he is teaching them how to address God the same way as
he did: as sons and daughters. He invites them to see God as a
good and loving father, always available to listen to his children.
He suggests that they give themselves into the hands of this
Father and to trust in Him unconditionally. Only then, prayer will
be an experience of intimacy, familiarity and communion.
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27 JULY 2025 - 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)
Genesis 18: 20-32; Colossians 2:12-14; Gospel Luke 11:1-13
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Responsornial Poalm
Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

&7 OUR RECENTLY DECEASED \
ﬁ( May they rest in God’s eternal peace. \ J’
€Y
ANNIVERSARIES i

Violet Daphne Gasson, Fr John Dooley,
Victor Frederick Sammons,
Augusto Historillo.
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,
Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange,
Beverley Campbell, Lino Ausage, Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez,
Kolotita Faaetete, Cathreen Faaetete.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.

Parish Notices

PARISH GIFTING AND PARTICIPATION SUNDAY - July 27th 2025
P After taking home the form listing the various ministries available and
WE explanations of what is involved in each ministry last weekend, it is now
ARETHE time to sign up and share your talents and gifts with your church
CHURCH community. We need you to get involved to build up a vibrant church.
TOGETHER Please tick which ministry you would like to join on the form handed out at
Mass this weekend. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

POLICE VETTING:

The Parish has recently received the Police Vetting Report. It shows those who are
current and those expired. Kindly be reminded to check with the Office if your Police
Vetting is expired. You need to reapply/apply if you are still involved in the ministry —
Eucharistic Ministers and those taking communion to the sick, Children’s Liturgy, Youth
ministry, Sacramental Programme. For new applicants, you need two identification
cards (Passport and Driver’s License) and for renewals, one identification is required.
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT AND URGENT MATTER THAT WE NEED TO COMPLY.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 2025:

This year our parish has 56 candidates who are busy preparing to receive the N
Sacrament of Confirmation next weekend - Saturday 2nd August. Please keep @
these children and their families in your prayers.

CHURCH PARKING: Please remember to park legally and considerately.
Please be aware of pedestrians and your surroundings as you enter and leave the
church grounds.




WEEKLY COLLECTION: 20 July 2025- $1,624.50 This amount does not include APs.
Automatic Payment Total for June 2025 - $14,397.00
Thank you for your financial contributions they are very much appreciated.

PARISH PLANNED GIVING PROGRAMME:
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving
programme to meet the challenges for our Church - to continue to provide well
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities,
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our
Archdiocese.

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme please phone the
parish office on 971 7885 or email holyspiritparish41@gmail.com to obtain a PG
number to serve as your reference. Maria or Nilda will be happy to assist you.

Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using
the envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your
giving at the end of the financial year. Please think about it.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

ADORATION IN CHURCH:

St Patrick’s Wainuiomata will have adoration after the 9:00am Mass on Tuesdays.
Our Lady of the Rosary Waiwhetu will have adoration for 1/2 an hour after the
9:30am Mass on Fridays.

THE ROSARY is prayed every Wednesday after the 6:30pm Mass at St Patrick’s
Wainuiomata.

REMINDER - CHURCH BOOKINGS:

Please be reminded that a booking is required (phone the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use any of our parish churches for any reason.

This is important for security reasons.

EMAIL ADDRESSES:

The Parish is sending out updates and information on what’s happening through emails
provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your
email or change your email address. You can unsubscribe at any time. Thank you.

BAPTISM & BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:
Baptisms are celebrated in our parish on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month.

We warmly welcome Luka Felipe Vegar and Ashlee Hamilton Berlips
who are to receive the sacrament of Baptism in our Parish of the Holy
Spirit — Te Wairua Tapu (Sacred Heart Church Petone) this Sunday,
together with their families.

May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love.
Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the month in the
Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britania St. Petone. Parents

wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the
session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885.

The next Baptism Preparation session is Thursday 7 August 2025.




SACRED HEART CHURCH HALL MOVIE FUNDRAISER - The Life of Chuck
When: Sunday 10th August at 7:45pm

Where: Lighthouse Cinema Petone

The ticket price is $25

Light refreshments will be provided before the movie begins.

Tickets will be on sale in the church foyer or email malia.soane@gmail.com for more
information.

ST VINNIE’S WAINUIOMATA: If you know of anyone in Wainuiomata who needs
assistance please contact us on 0221824178

DIVINE MERCY:

Every Wednesday at 9.30am at Sacred Heart Church, Petone there will be Mass and
Adoration followed by Divine Mercy and Rosary Prayers. First Wednesday monthly will
be Seniors Mass at 10 am. Come and join us.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Jor the following events

DRC NZ Wellington Unit - "THEALING POWER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST"
The DRC NZ Wellington Unit is excited to announce an evening retreat focused on the
"Healing Power of the Holy Eucharist," which will be led by Fr.Joseph Edattu VC,
the Director of DRC UK.

This event is scheduled for 29 August 2025 at Sacred Heart Church Petone,
from 6:00pmto 9:30pm.

For further details, please contact 0273476327

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 2025
Sacred Heart Petone & Lower Hutt Prayer Group is pleased to announce the "Life in the
Spirit Seminar," scheduled from September 23 to November 4, 2025. This informative
series focused on Understanding the Holy Spirit will occur over seven consecutive
Tuesday evenings at Sacred Heart Church in Petone, from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.
For more information and to register, please contact us via email
at lhshp.prayergroup@gmail.com.

Other Notices

Lower Hutt Prayer Group: Our next meeting is on Monday 28th July, 7.00 to 8.30pm.
It will be a zoom meeting. We invite you to join us. To receive the link please contact +64 27
347 6327.

NZ Catholic News: The NZ Catholic Bishops Conference encourage all to sign-up to receive
NZ Catholic News direct into your mailbox each week.
You can sign up by going to this link : https://cathnewsnz.com/sign-up/

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: 18th Sunday in Ordinary
July Time
28 Ex 32:145-24,30-34; Mt 13: 31-35  First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:1,2:21-23
29 1Jn 4: 7-16; Jn 11: 19-27 What do people gain by all their work.
30 Ex 34: 29-35; Mt 13: 47-53 Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5,9-11
31  Ex40:16-21,34-38; Mt 13: 47-53  Seek the things that are above where
199 ey 23:1,4-11,15-16,27,34.37; Christ is ,

Mt 13-54.58 “h ’ Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 7o whom will all

2 Lev25:1,8-17; Mt 14:1-12 this wealth of yours go?
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