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CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

REFLECTION

The readings for the 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time invite us again to
reflect and meditate on our life and the important theme of “material
goods”. We are encouraged to see the goods of this world as gifts that
God has entrusted to us, so that we may manage, share and use them to
show God’s Kingdom here on earth. It also gives us a clear image that
God’s plan for us does not include injustice and exploitation. God wants,
for all his children, a dignified, full and happy life.

In the 1st reading, the cry of the prophet Amos denounces the
irresponsibility and the selfishness of the rich and the powerful. Yet they
neglected to see the suffering and to hear the cry of the small and the
poor. The prophet warns them that God will only look with favour on
those who live a life of humility and generosity. If Israel insists on
continuing on this path, it will suffer the consequences of its selfish
choices.

The 2nd reading, in a slightly different tone to the other two readings
for this Sunday, presents us with the image of the “man of God”. Paul
offers advice on how a true man of God should live. Someone who
“pursues righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness”.
He reminded his friend Timothy that to imitate the life of Jesus, can
only be done by his teaching. To live a life of service for others rather
than oneself, a life of sharing with others rather than oneself and a life of
being “poor” so that we all may be “rich” in the grace and love of God.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus presents us with the parable of the rich man and
the poor Lazarus, who seem to repeat the same denunciation of the
prophet Amos. The rich man became the personification of selfish use of
wealth that blinded him not to see the poor and hungry at the door of
his house. While Lazarus is belittled, ignored, and forgotten by all but
not God. We are called to live a life of faith and hope like Lazarus whose
virtues are also presented through the advice of Paul to Timothy.
Charity gives us the time and the opportunity to share with others what

has been entrusted to us by God.
Fr Akuila

28 SEPTEMBER 2025 - 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)
Amos 6:1.4-7; 1Timothy 6:11-16; Gospel Luke 16:19-31
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Responsonial Poalm

Praise the Lord, my soul!

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED

E%ﬁ? Telesia Va’a

May she rest in God’s eternal peace.

L ANNIVERSARIES
Desmond Gordon, Norman Morgan, Beverley (Bev) Moran,
Edward Charles Flynn, Josephine Walker, Joan Hall, Vincent Paul Matthew.
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Francis Ogwaro, Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,
Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange,
Beverley Campbell, Lino Ausage, Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez,
Kolotita Faaetete, Cathreen Faaetete.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.
Parish Notices

BAPTISM & BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:

Baptisms are celebrated in our parish on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of

the month at Sacred Heart Church, Petone.

We warmly welcome Ivy Jane Dixon who is to receive the sacrament of

Baptism in our Parish of the Holy Spirit — Te Wairua Tapu this Sunday Q
together with her family. 7
May they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. \./
Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the

month in the church foyer 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone.
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend
the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885.

The next Baptism Preparation session is Thursday 2 October 2025

scharity isthe | ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP NEWS (PETONE):

cement which | During the month of September we invite everyone who is
wm’;,'i";‘;“maﬂd able to, to please donate a non-perishable food item to help

andpersons | fill our St Vincent de Paul food cupboard.

fo one another.™ | You may like to bring a tin can (eg. soup or fruit) or a packet
\  VineentdePaul of dried pasta, tea, coffee, milo or something else.

o 1If everyone brings one thing - our cupboard will be full again.

REMINDER - CHURCH BOOKINGS:
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use the Church for any reason. This is important for security reasons.




WEEKLY COLLECTION:

21 September 2025 - $1,500.40 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.
AP total for August (last month) $14,597.00.Thank you for your financial contributions.
They are very much appreciated.

PLANNED GIVING:

A heatrtfelt thank you to everyone who took part in our August Planned Giving
campaign—your generosity sustains our parish life and mission. If you haven't yet
returned your direct debit or envelope forms, it’s not too late! We kindly ask all
parishioners to complete and return them as soon as possible. Your support makes a
real difference.

SACRED HEART PETONE PRAYER MINISTRY/BIBLE STUDY:

Our next Prayer Meeting & Bible Study will be on Wednesday 01 October 2025.
From 7.00pm to 8.30pm via Zoom Online. We invite you all to join us. This week’s
Bible study is on the Book of Acts Talk 34 : "Miracles are for the Salvation of
Souls" Presented by Fr. Joseph Edattu VC (Divine Retreat Centre UK).

For further inquiries don't hesitate to get in touch with us on 027 3476327.

Zoom Link : https://us06web.zoom.us/j/810347246467
pwd=iagdWrmW93wMmzGOulOjspGtMcOF 1M.1

FEAST OF SAN LORENZO RUIZ - FIRST FILIPINO SAINT AND MARTYR:

There is a special Mass this Sunday 28 September, 5:30pm to celebrate the feast day
of the First Filipino Saint and Martyr here in Sacred Heart Church.

Presider is Fr Noel Corcino. Everyone invited to join in.

OCTOBER — MONTH OF THE ROSARY: J’?
In observance of October as the Month of the Rosary, during October — r
on Saturday 4, 11, 18 & 25 October, parishioners are encouraged to pray the

rosary together in Sacred Heart Church at 2:30pm.

ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING:

During the month of October, Tino Smith will be conducting a training of Altar Servers at
Sacred Heart Church after the 9:30am Sunday Mass. All interested children, please see
him after Mass.

NOVENA-MASSES TO OUR LADY OF PENAFRANCIA:

A Celebration of Faith and Community

The annual Novena-Masses to Our Lady of Pefiafrancia once again brought together
the Catholic community across the Wellington region for nine days of prayer, Mass,
music, and fellowship in our Parish of the Holy Spirit. From September 11 to 19, various
priests from the Archdiocese of Wellington, including Archbishop Paul Martin, presided
each evening’'s Novena-Mass.

The Novena-Masses showcase the devotion to our Lady of Pefiafrancia of Filipinos from
Lower Hutt to Kapiti, with each night hosted by a different community. The event was
supported by vibrant choirs and delicious food from the various sponsoring communities
to ensure that fellowship continues beyond the liturgy. The celebration is a testament to
the enduring faith, blessings of unity and love, and cultural richness of the Filipino
community in Wellington. Whether you joined for prayer, song, or shared meals, all were
welcomed to participate in this sacred tradition.

EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office
if you would like to provide your email or change your email address.

You can unsubscribe at any time. Thank you.


tel:027%203476327
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81034724646?pwd=iag4WrmW93wMmzGOulOjspGtMcOF1M.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81034724646?pwd=iag4WrmW93wMmzGOulOjspGtMcOF1M.1

WELCOM:
Printed copies are available in all four communities this weekend. It s also available on
our website and emailed to parishioners on our mailing list. Enjoy the read!

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September First Reading: Habakkuk 1:2-3,2:2-4

29  Dan 7:9-10; 13-14; Jn 1:47-51 The just will live by faithfulness.

30 Zech 8: 20-23; Lk 9: 51-56

October Second Reading: Timothy 1:6-8,13-14

1 Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62:1 Never be ashamed of witnessing the Lord.
2 Ex 23:20-23; Mt 18:1-5,10

3 Baruch 1:15-22; Lk 10: 13-16 Gospel: Luke 17: 25-37

4 Baruch 4: 5-12,27-29; Lk 10: 17-24 If you had faith.

Other Notices

CARE FOR CREATION and Catholic Social Teaching:

During September Christians reflect on the need to care for the earth, our common home. This is
an integral part of our Catholic tradition of social teaching, which also emphasises themes like
solidarity, human dignity, the promotion of peace, and the right of all to what is needed for a
decent human life. In our Archdiocese the Commission for Ecology, Justice, and Peace is asked to
reflect on church and society in light of this tradition. The Commission extends an invitation to
everyone interested in reflecting on ecology, justice and peace to gather on Saturday 4 October,
the feast of St Francis of Assisi, from 9:30am to 12:30pm at St Joseph’s Church, Mt Victoria. We
will celebrate Mass and take time to share and reflect on issues of concern. We hope this will be
a time of sharing and of making connections. A plate of food to share would be appreciated.
Enquiries to Jim McAloon - jmcaloon@xtra.co.nz

INSIDE THE CONCLAVE WITH CARDINAL JOHN DEW: Invite your friends, family and co-workers
to a very special morning event on Tuesday 7 October 2025 at 6.30am at

The Wellington Club (88 The Terrace, Wellington) to find out what happens inside the Conclave,
from the only living New Zealander who's been inside. Cardinal John Dew will talk about his time
at the Vatican during the funeral of Pope Francis and then taking part in the Conclave that elected
Pope Leo XIV. Tickets are $40 per person. There will be light breakfast nibbles, tea and coffee
available from 6.30am, with the presentation commencing at 7.00am. Tickets can be booked

at: https://www.trybooking.com/nz/YVJ

SACRED MUSIC WORKSHOP WITH DR ROBERT LORETZ - calling all interested in liturgical music -
Saturday October 11 from 10am - 4pm at the St Mary of the Angels Parish Hall in Boulcott Street,
Wellington. $20pp all inclusive. To register email smoayasinging@gmail.com and you will receive
a link to our registration form. For more information phone Monica on 0212991138

OPEN HOME FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL invites you to hear Kolkata directors Lun &
Ngaiching share their stories working with vulnerable children in Kolkata's slums
protecting them from hunger, exploitation, and trafficking. g
ohfi is a non-denominational Christian organization based in New Zealand,
working globally so children are loved, protected, and thriving in strong
communities. From New Zealand to Kolkata - and beyond - we are
committed to creating a Home in Every Way.

Please join us on Monday 13" October 2025 - 6pm (arrive from 5.30pm)Function room,
Speights Ale House, Petone Free entry and supper RSVP: debbie@ohfint.org by 6 October
2025.

COME & SEE VOCATIONS MORNING - SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER from 9.30am till 12.30pm @ St
Patrick's Church, Kilbirnie. Are you thinking about priesthood? Join other like-minded young men
for a morning of reflection, discussion and fellowship. Text 021164 5800 or

email Lhensel@wn.catholic.org.nz to let us know you're coming!
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