
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

MISSION SUNDAY 
 

A personal tribute to the SVD Mission in Wellington 
Sunil Nagothu SVD 

 

My own experience is just one of many in the Society of the Divine Word 
(SVD) mission to the Archdiocese of Wellington. And, as we celebrate 
the SVD’s 150th Jubilee Year, we remember all those who have been 
‘Witnesses to the Light’ of Jesus Christ in this part of the world. Certainly, 
the Jubilee theme of being “Witnessing to the Light: From 
Everywhere for Everyone” rings true for the mission in Wellington. Not 
only did our SVD missionaries come from many nations around the 
world, but we also ministered with people from many places, especially 
Māori people and the other ethnicities that call this land their home. 
 
In 1985, the SVD took responsibility for St Michael’s Parish, Taita and 
served there until 2005. Then took up the pastoral care of St Patrick’s 
Parish, Wainuiomata. We are now responsible for two parishes which 
include, Te  Awakairangi, and Te Wairua Tapu. Many priests from around 
the world have been members of the Parish team in the Wellington 
Archdiocese, including Michael Madigan, Luis Vergara Sunil Paul, Ho 
Tran, Raymond Soriano, Stef Ndun, Joseph Vu, Elmer Ibarra, Albano Da 
Costa, Linh Nguyen, Marlon Maylon, John Quang, Alejandro de la Sotta 
Dominguez, Akuila Taliauli, Raja Kommareddy, Uili Uvea and John Le. 
 
When I look back over the 40 years of SVD presence in Wellington, still a 
district with the Australia province, I can see that the mission has been 
true to our apostolic charism and a lot has been accomplished in terms of 
serving culturally diverse and multi-ethnic communities and the province 
has been enriched by what we have received from multi-cultural faith 
communities. 
 
Each in our own way, we have tried to be faithful and creative witnesses 
to Christ’s light and to encourage and empower the people to be 
Witnesses to the Light within and among them. As missionaries from 
many countries, working in a multicultural landscape, we have embodied 
the theme, ‘From Everywhere, For Everyone’, but have also had the gift 
of receiving the richness of faith, cultural dialogue and interculturality 
from the communities in which we have been sent and continue to be 
present. May this Jubilee Year be a time of celebration and thanksgiving 
for 40 years of SVD mission in Aotearoa, New Zealand. 
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19 OCTOBER 2025 - WORLD MISSION SUNDAY  
29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  YEAR C 

Exodus 17: 8-13; 2Timothy 3:14-4:2; Gospel Luke 18: 1-8 



Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
Veronica Williams, Joyce Mary Flynn, Terry McDonnell, Francis Dwyer, 

Clem Benge, Poni Smith.  
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal,  

Gerard Mangan, Gerry Leech, Fr David Orange, 
Beverley Campbell, Lino Ausage, Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, 

Cathreen Faaeteete, Fialauia Rose Tamasese. 
 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

Parish Notices 

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

OCTOBER – MONTH OF THE ROSARY: 
This month of October, Pope Leo XIV invites the faithful to pray the 
Rosary daily for peace in our world and to be faithful instruments of 
reconciliation in their daily lives.  

Continuing our observance of October as the Month of the Rosary 
parishioners are encouraged to pray the rosary together in Sacred Heart 
Church, Petone at 2:30pm on Saturday 25th. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
SPIRITED MUSIC JAM: Is on today - Sunday 19th of October, 11:30am - 1:00pm at 
Our Lady of the Rosary Church.  All youth welcome from Intermediate age 
up.  Please bring some money towards our pizza lunch.  Message Lucy at 0226539525 
if you have any questions.   
 
LITURGY MEETING: Thursday, 23rd October at 7:00pm in Sacred Heart Petone 
Church foyer for all liturgy teams and leaders of music groups to plan our Parish 
Mass for the Feast of Christ the King on Sunday 23rd November 2025 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: 
Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the month 
in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend 
the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. 
The next Preparation session is on Thursday 6 November. 
 
Next weekend - Sunday 26th October - the 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart Petone will be 
led by the Filipino Community.  



 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
12 October 2025 - $1,778.20 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  
Thank you for your financial contributions. They are very much appreciated. 
 

PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving 
programme to meet the challenges for our Church – to continue to provide well 
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, 
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our 
Archdiocese.  
 

This is very easy to do especially if you use internet banking – you don’t need to go to 
the bank.  You can set up a weekly/fortnightly/monthly payment to the Parish.  Any 
amount large or small donated regularly makes all the difference to the Parish.  
 

Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 and your PG number as 
reference. 
 

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, please contact the parish 
office at (04) 971 7885 or email the Parish Secretary holyspiritparish41@gmail.com to 
obtain a PG No. to serve as your reference.  You will receive a tax receipt at the end of 
the financial year.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING: 
During the month of October, Tino Smith will be conducting a training of Altar 
Servers at Sacred Heart Church Petone after the 9:30am Sunday Mass. 
All interested children, please see him after Mass. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on 
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office 
if you would like to provide your email or change your email address. 
You can unsubscribe at any time. Thank you. 
 
REMINDER – CHURCH BOOKINGS: 
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those 
who wish to use the Church for any reason.  This is important for security reasons.  
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL: Eastbourne and Waiwhetu Conference next meet on 
October 20th, 7pm at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.  New members are most 
welcome. If you or someone you know could do with a hand up at the moment, please 
get in touch with the Vinnies by emailing vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com, or texting/calling 
on 027 3297840  
 
WANTING TO BECOME A CATHOLIC: If you, or someone you know, would like to 
learn more about becoming a Catholic please contact Gerard Duignan 027 265 6085. 
 
FOCOLARE WORD OF LIFE MEETING: Tuesday, 21 October 2025, 2:30pm 

in the Petone Presbytery Meeting Room. 
The word for this month is:  “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
that was lost.” (Luke 15:6).  
 

Anyone interested to attend is warmly welcome. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY MASS: St. Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley - Sunday, 
9th November 2025 at 10:00am. Join us for a special Parish Mass celebrating 50 
years since the opening of St. Francis Xavier Church. This will be the only Mass in the 
Parish that Sunday (usual Saturday vigil mass remains) — let’s come together to mark 
this milestone with joy and gratitude.  All are welcome — let’s make it a celebration to 
remember! 
 
The Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation – Love is a Decision - register online now 
on the Archdiocesan website for the next Course, consecutive Sundays, 2 & 9 
November 10.00am - 4.00pm held at St Catherine’s College, Kilbirnie. Please note that 
couples attend both Sundays together in person to complete the course. The November 
course will be the last course for 2025. The first course in 2026 will be in March.    
Email: marriage@wn.catholic.org.nz 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY - 19th October 2025 
This Sunday is a special day in the Catholic church. 

World Mission Sunday is a day Catholics celebrate to support the 
church’s missionary work through prayer and financial 

contributions. 
 

 

Pope Pius XI established World Mission Sunday in 1926 to unite the Church in prayer 
and financial support for mission work, a tradition that continues on the penultimate 
Sunday in October. It means Mission Sunday on 19th October 2025 is the 99th World 
Missionary Day. 
 

Globally, a collection is taken up at Sunday Mass for the Pontifical Mission Societies to 
support Pope Leo’s missionary endeavours. Although for some, Mission Sunday would 
appear like a once-a-year event, in reality, many generous people support the Pontifical 
Mission Societies through their regular donations.  Some set up bequests to ensure they 
can continue to sow the hope around the world even after their earthly pilgrimage has 
ended.   
 

If you are a member of planned giving in your parish you will have an envelope in your 
pack for Mission Sunday and there are some available in your church community. 
 

You can also donate by contacting the New Zealand office in Christchurch- Missio 
Aotearoa - www.missio.nz or email info@missio.nz or phone 021 1737992 
 

Please support the Pontifical Mission Societies –  
and be missionaries of hope among all peoples. 

 

Check out this video from Pope Leo for more: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEwDtbZxt4c  

Other Notices 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
October 
20   Rom 4: 20-25; Lk 12: 13-21 
21   Rom 5: 12, 15, 17-21; Lk 12: 35-38 
22   Rom 6: 12-18; Lk 12: 39-48 
23   Rom 6: 19-23; Lk 12: 49-53 
24   Rom 7: 18-25; Lk 12: 54-59 
25   Rom 8: 1-11; Lk 13: 1-9 
 
 

NEXT WEEK: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14,16-19 
The prayer of the humble will penetrate 
the heavens.  
Second Reading: Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
All that remains is the crown of righteous-
ness reserved for me.  
Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 The publican returned 
to his home justified, the Pharisee did not.  
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