
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

REFLECTION 
I Am The Way, And The Truth, And The Life  - 

The Comfort for Troubled Hearts & The Promise of Heaven 
 

The readings for the 5th Sunday of Easter invite us into a profound 
meditation on community, identity, and the abiding presence of Christ as 
the foundation of our faith.  
 

In the first reading from Acts 6:1-7, the early Christian community faces a 
challenge that threatens its unity: the fair distribution of resources among 
its members. The apostles respond by appointing seven men to serve the 
community’s practical needs, allowing the apostles to focus on prayer 
and the ministry of the word. This passage highlights the necessity of 
shared responsibility and the wisdom of delegating roles to sustain the 
life of the Church. It reminds us that the vitality of the Christian 
community depends not only on spiritual devotion but also on active 
service and mutual care, ensuring no one is neglected. 
 

The second reading from 1 Peter 2:4-9 deepens our understanding of 
Christian identity by portraying believers as “living stones” being built into 
a spiritual house. This metaphor emphasizes that our faith is not an 
isolated endeavour but a collective structure grounded in Christ, the 
“cornerstone.” As a chosen race, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation, 
we are called to embody God’s holiness and proclaim His praises. This 
passage challenges us to recognize our dignity and purpose in God’s 
plan, urging us to live lives that reflect the transformative power of grace. 
It calls us to be distinct in the world, not by exclusion but by the witness 
of love and holiness that draws others to the living God. 
 

In the Gospel of John 14:1-12, Jesus offers a profound reassurance 
amidst uncertainty, promising that He is the way, the truth, and the life. 
His declaration that no one comes to the Father except through Him 
anchors our faith in a personal relationship with Christ. Jesus’ assurance 
that He is preparing a place for us invites us to trust in the promise of 
eternal life and the continuity of communion with God beyond this world. 
Moreover, His words reveal the intimate unity between the Father and the 
Son, encouraging us to see in Jesus the fullness of divine revelation and 
love. Together, these readings call us to build community with faith, serve 
with love, and trust in Christ’s promise as the foundation of our hope. 
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3 MAY 2026 
5th Sunday of Easter  

Readings: Acts 6:1-7; Peter 2:4-9; Gospel John 14:1-12 



Parish Notices 

Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
Iu Aaifou 

May he rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Leen van Berkel, Margaret Theresa Berg, Hugh Vincent Dawson, Jean Lennane O’Connor, 

Graham Edmond Ryan, Paul Daleszak, Marcelle Shermod, Shirley Wicksteed,  
Hendrika (Ronny) van Dorrestein, Wayne Dutch, Mele Perez, Jacob (Jake) Siemonek.  

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal, Gerard Mangan, Fr David Orange, 
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete, 

Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader, Zita Spurdle. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.  

BAPTISM: 
We warmly welcome Rebekah Ester Esparas Lagazon, Parker Jacques 
Nel and Caleb Archer Gentapanan who received the Sacrament of 
Baptism (Sacred Heart Petone) last Sunday. Together with their families 
may they always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 
Baptism dates - 10 and 24 May at Sacred Heart Church, Petone usually 
at 11:30am but will advise if time changes. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION is held every first Thursday of the month in the 
Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone. Parents 
wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the 
session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885.  Numbers are 
limited per session. 
The next Preparation Session is on 7 May – first Thursday of the month.  
 
PARISH NEWSLETTER: 
Newsletter items must be into the parish office by Wednesday 12 noon at the latest for 
Thursday publication. Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885 
 
REMINDER – CHURCH BOOKINGS: 
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those 
who wish to use the Church for any reason. This is important for security reasons.  



WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
26 April 2026 - $1,708.20 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  

Thank you for your support.  
 
2026/2027 FINANCIAL YEAR - PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: 
Weekly Planned Giving envelopes and envelopes for special collections for those who 
use the AP system are now available in your parish community.  
REMINDER: Please collect them 
 

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme please contact the 
parish office on 971 7885 and Maria or Nilda will be happy to assist you. 
Thank you for your financial contributions, they are very much appreciated.  
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME AT SACRED HEART PETONE 
COMMUNITY: If your child is Year 4 or over, has been Baptised, and is 
ready to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation and 
Holy Communion, you are welcome to enrol them in the programme now. 
The children’s programme runs after 9:30am Mass on Sundays. Parent 
sessions on Thursday evenings.  
To register please contact Mandy Howat - howat.aj@gmail.com or  
call Julia Havell 027 306 9472. 

 
CHURCH PARKING: 
Please remember to park legally and considerately.  
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH: Our Lady of the Rosary will have Adoration for 
half an hour after the 9.30am Mass on Fridays. 
 
DIVINE MERCY: Every Wednesday at 9.30am there is Mass and Adoration 
followed by Divine Mercy and Rosary Prayers at Sacred Heart Church, Petone.  
First Wednesday of the month there is Seniors Mass at 10am.  Come and join us. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on 
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish. 
 

Please advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your email or change your 
email address.  You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
SAMOAN MASS - TODAY - Sunday, 3 May at 12 Noon at St Patrick’s Church, 
Wainuiomata. 
 
CHURCH SECURITY: 
If you are the last to leave any of our parish churches PLEASE ensure that the church is 
securely locked. This was not done last Wednesday evening in Wainuiomata.  
A passer-by saw the doors were open early Thursday morning. Please check side doors 
and main door before leaving. This is your responsibility.  

PLEASE NOTE:  
 

Tax Receipts for your giving for the 2025/2026 financial year will be available 
early May 2026.  



SENIORS MASS:  
At Sacred Heart Church, Petone 10:00am on Wednesday, 6th May 2026. 
Everyone welcome.  
 
FORMER SCOUT GROUPS IN OUR PARISH: 
A Catholic scout leader is wanting help to obtain a scarf and name badge of three former 
scout groups in our parish: St Christopher’s in Waiwhetu, St Aloysius in Petone and St 
Bernard’s in Wainuiomata. This is part of a project to record the history of Catholic-
sponsored scout groups in NZ. Sewn on the scarves would have been the badge used 
by Catholic scout groups. If you can help, please contact Edmund  le Grelle, Ph 021 
2619369 or Edmund@legrelle.co.nz 

This year’s FLORES DE MAYO / SANTACRUZAN celebration is jointly organised by 
the Filipino Chaplaincy Pastoral Council  and the Archdiocese of Wellington 
(FCPC‑ADW).  
What: Flores De Mayo / Santacruzan 2026 
When: 10:00am, 30th May 2026 
Where: Sacred Heart Cathedral, 40 Hill Street, Thorndon, Wellington 6011 
Check on the event poster, and below is the registration link, which will help us know 
how many are attending and gather details from those who wish to join the procession: 
Registration link: https://submit.jotform.com/260467975054870 

 
HOST A SESSION ON COST OF LIVING ISSUES IN YOUR COMMUNITY: 
The Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington Ecology Justice and Peace Commission is 
endorsing a resource on Cost of Living issues as part of our commitment to social equity 
underpinned by Catholic Social Teaching. The resource is part of a free three-session 
workshop resource created by Common Grace Aotearoa specifically for churches and 
faith communities to come together and navigate big issues. To find out more or to sign 
up to host a session in your community, visit: https://www.commongrace.nz/thriving 

 
WELLINGTON FRANCISCANS: 
Are you a Catholic drawn to living a life of simplicity?  Do you have a special love for St 
Francis of Assisi?  If yes to either question, then Our Lord Jesus Christ might be calling 
you to live the gospel in the footsteps of St Francis.  To learn more about the Secular 
Franciscan Order (Third Order of St Francis}, contact Mary 0220598485. 
We meet monthly and welcome all enquiries. 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

MAY 
4  Acts 14: 5-18; Jn 14: 21-26 
5  Acts 14: 19-28; Jn 14: 27-31 
6  Acts 15: 1-6;  Jn 15: 1-8 
7  Acts 15: 7-21; Jn 15: 9-11 
8  Acts 15: 22-31; Jn 15: 12-17 
9  Acts 16: 1-10; Jn 15: 18-21 
 
 

NEXT WEEK: 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

First Reading: Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 
They laid hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Second Reading: Peter 3 15-18 
In the body he was put to death, 
in the spirit he was raised to life. 
 

Gospel:John 14: 15-21 
I shall ask the Father and he will 
give you another Advocate. 

Other Notices 

https://submit.jotform.com/260467975054870
https://www.commongrace.nz/thriving

