CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

REFLECTION

"I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." (John
10:10) As we continue our Easter journey towards Pentecost, the
Liturgy of the Word this 4% Sunday of Easter presents Jesus as the
Good Shepherd. José Corral said that “the figure of the shepherd, acquires
its full meaning and identity in the figure of Christ, in the light of the mystery
of his death and resurrection”. From this richness we are called to enrich
our daily lives from this spring of life and thus our lives will be
continually renewed.

The 1t reading from the Acts of the Apostles defines the ways that
Jesus, "the Good Shepherd," challenges his "sheep" to take. There are three
ways proposed by Luke. First is “conversion”, which dictates changing
our way of life. Second “baptism”, be born anew into a new life with the
community of the “new covenant’. Third is the “sending” by the Holy
Spirit. As a welcome to God's new life, one allows oneself to be
recreated, transformed and send by the Holy Spirit to be a witness.

The 2m reading from 15t Peter invites the baptized to look to the
example of Christ, "When he was insulted, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he did not threaten.." Jesus, the "Good Shepherd," shows us the
way that will lead to the fullness of life. We are invited to follow his
guidance so that we will not become "lost sheep."

In the Gospel, John instead of presenting the traditional parable of the
Good Shepherd, chooses to use the allegory of the "gate," which opens
the way to announce the parable of the Good Shepherd. As the "gate,"
He has a dual function: He prevents "thieves and robbers" from
accessing the "sheep" and becomes the reference point for the "sheep"
that enter and leave.

2
&
5
=
®
3
e

By seeing Jesus as the “gate” that gives access to the Kingdom of God,
we are called to not only encounter Jesus but also follow his guidance so
that we enter God’s Kingdom. It is we who must adapt ourselves to be
able to pass through the gate. It is not the gate that must be widened so
that we can pass through comfortably.

Fr Akuila
26 APRIL 2026
4th Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 2: 14.36-41; Peter 2: 20-25; Gospel John 10: 1-10 ) ,,//
41 Britannia Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012 Telephone: (04) 971.7885 w
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Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com Website: www.holyspirit.nz
This Parish is administered by the Divine Word Missionaries, SVD



Responsonial Poalm
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
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* OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
ér\ May they rest in God’s eternal peace. L .
| ANNIVERSARIES

Malia Kalameli Lagi Wong Pown, Amiello La Via, Mary Margaret Rothwell.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal, Gerard Mangan, Fr David Orange,
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete,
Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader, Zita Spurdle.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.

Parish Notices

Today, Sunday 26th April is the 63rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations (also known as
Good Shepherd Sunday) the beginning of National Vocations Awareness Week.
Please keep all those in formation for the priesthood here in New Zealand in your
prayers and that the Lord will send out more labourers into his harvest.

VOCATION SUNDAY PRAYER
On this Vocation Sunday we pray with thanksgiving for all our priests, religious, and
seminarians in formation. May God bless and sustain them in their vocation. We pray
too for our young people, that they may be open to God's call and respond to it with
generosity.

This weekend we take up the Seminary Appeal, supporting the discernment and
formation of our future priests. If you are able, you are also invited to support the
Appeal. Those in our parish planned giving programme will have an envelope for this
purpose.

BAPTISM: Baptism dates: 26 April, 10 and 24 May at Sacred Heart

Church, Petone usually at 11:30am but will advise if time changes.

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION is held every first Thursday of the

month in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia .

St. Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to —
attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the V
Parish Office at 971 7885. Numbers are limited per session. o
The next Preparation Session is on 7 May — first Thursday of the month.

PARISH NEWSLETTER:

Newsletter items must be into the parish office by Wednesday 12 noon at the latest for
Thursday publication.

Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885




WEEKLY COLLECTION:

19 April 2026 - $1,763.00 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.
Automatic Payments for March 2026 - $18,886.00

Thank you for your support.

2026/2027 FINANCIAL YEAR - PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES:

Weekly Planned Giving envelopes and envelopes for special collections for those who
use the AP system are now available in your parish community.

REMINDER: Please collect them

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at
the end of the financial year. Please think about it.

If you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme please contact the
parish office on 971 7885 and Maria or Nilda will be happy to assist you.
Thank you for your financial contributions, they are very much appreciated.

PLEASE NOTE:

Tax Receipts for your giving for the 2025/2026 financial year will be available
early May 2026.

REMINDER - CHURCH BOOKINGS:
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use the Church for any reason. This is important for security reasons.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME AT SACRED HEART PETONE
@ 4 COMMUNITY: If your child is Year 4 or over, has been Baptised, and is
&}/ ready to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation and
/{, ~J Holy Communion, you are welcome to enrol them in the programme now.
A The children’s programme runs after 9:30am Mass on Sundays. Parent

:;. sessions on Thursday evenings.
¥ To register please contact Mandy Howat - howat.aj@gmail.com or

call Julia Havell 027 306 9472.

CHURCH PARKING:
Please remember to park legally and considerately.

ADORATION IN CHURCH: Our Lady of the Rosary will have Adoration
for half an hour after the 9.30am Mass on Fridays.

DIVINE MERCY: Every Wednesday at 9.30am there is Mass and Adoration
followed by Divine Mercy and Rosary Prayers at Sacred Heart Church, Petone.
First Wednesday of the month there is Seniors Mass at 10am. Come and join us.

WELCOM: Is the monthly newspaper of the Archdiocese of Wellington. The April issue
is available this weekend. Plenty of interesting reading. It is available on our website or
if we have your email address you will receive it with the newsletter.

EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish.

Please advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your email or change your
email address. You can unsubscribe at any time.



POLICE VETTING:

We have received from the NZ Police the updated form (NZPVS-08/25).

Kindly ensure using this new form when applying for police vetting.

The Parish has recently received the Police Vetting Report. It shows those who are
current and those expired. Please be reminded to check with the Office if your Police
Vetting is expired. You need to reapply/apply if you are still involved in the ministry —
Eucharistic Ministers and those taking communion to the sick, Children’s Liturgy, Youth
ministry, Sacramental Programme. For new applicants, you need two identification
cards (Passport and Driver’s License) and for renewals, one identification is required.
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT AND URGENT MATTER THAT WE NEED TO COMPLY.

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL First Reading: Acts 6: 1-7
27 Acts11:1-18;Jn 10:11-18 Thgey e/ecteq seven men filled with the
28 Acts 11: 19-26; Jn 10: 22-30 spirit and wisdom.
29 Acts 12: 24— 13.5; Jn 12: 44-50 Second Reading: Peter 2: 4-9
30 Acts 13: 13-25; Jn 13: 16-20 You are a chosen race, a royal

priesthood. B,
MAY Gospel: John 14: 1-12 ¥

D1 ospel: John 14: 1- NS

1 Acts 13: 26-33; Jn 14: 1-6 I am the way, the truth, and the égg\' &
2 Acts 13: 44-52; n 14: 7-14 life. Y

WORSHIP AND TEACHING NIGHT: Join us for a special evening of worship, teaching, and
healing, hosted by the Divine Retreat Centre NZ Wellington Unit.

Free entry, all are welcome, no need to register.

Date: Wednesday, 29 April 2026 Time: 6:30-8:30pm Venue: Sacred Heart Church Petone
For more info contact drcwellingtonunit@gmail.com

AN AFRICAN EXPERIENCE OF PARISH LIFE IN NEW ZEALAND - Calling all our African
parishioners. There will be a fellowship and formation day on Saturday, 23 May 2026

from 2.00 — 3.30pm at the Connolly Hall of the Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hill Street,
Wellington. Fr Patrick Bridgman, ADW Liturgy Advisor, will give a formation session on
Proclamation of the Word, followed by reflection and fellowship. Bring the family and bring a
plate to share. Email dr.bangure@gmail.com or 021 134 8476. See the poster for details.

This year's FLORES DE MAYO / SANTACRUZAN celebration is jointly organised by the
Filipino Chaplaincy Pastoral Council and the Archdiocese of Wellington (FCPC[JADW).
What: Flores De Mayo / Santacruzan 2026

When: 10:00am, 30th May 2026

Where: Sacred Heart Cathedral, 40 Hill Street, Thorndon, Wellington 6011

Check on the event poster, and below is the registration link, which will help us know how
many are attending and gather details from those who wish to join the procession:
Registration link: https://submit.jotform.com/260467975054870

THE ARCHDIOCESAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION - Love is a Decision & Commit -
online registration available on the Archdiocesan website: Marriage Ministries | Archdiocese
of Wellington Next course, consecutive Sundays 7 & 14 June from 10.00am - 4.00pm held
at St Catherine’s College, Kilbirnie. Register early (couples attend both Sundays together in
person). See the Archdiocese's website for information about getting married overseas and
the papers required. Any email queries contact: marriage@cadw.nz
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