CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

REFLECTION

A Promise of The Holy Spirit

Today, The Ascension of the Lord, presents a profound meditation on the
Spirit's transformative presence and the Christian’s call to faithful
witness.

The first reading witnesses the expansion of the early Church as Philip
brings the Gospel to Samaria, a moment marked by visible signs of
healing and liberation. These miracles are not mere wonders but tangible
signs of the Spirit's power breaking down barriers and inviting new
communities into the fold of salvation. The subsequent arrival of Peter
and John to lay hands on the new believers and impart the Holy Spirit
highlights the apostolic continuity and the Spirit’'s role in uniting the
Church across diverse peoples. This passage invites us to recognize that
faith is both a personal and communal reality, enlivened by the Spirit to
bring healing and wholeness.

The second reading exhorts believers to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your
hearts” and to be ready to give a reason for the hope that sustains them.
This call to witness is grounded not in mere rhetoric but in a life shaped
by reverence, integrity, and resilience, even in the face of suffering.
Peter's reminder that Christ himself suffered unjustly serves as a model
for enduring trials with grace. The passage challenges us to embody a
hope that is steadfast and winsome, inviting others not through force but
through the compelling witness of a life transformed by love and truth. It
underscores that suffering, when united with Christ’s passion, becomes a
powerful testimony to God’s redemptive work.

In the Gospel of John 14:15-21, Jesus promises the coming of the Advocate,
the Spirit of truth, who will remain with the disciples forever. This Spirit will
teach, remind, and dwell within believers, ensuring that they are never
abandoned. Jesus’ assurance that those who love him will be loved by the
Father and that he will manifest himself to them reveals the intimate
communion at the heart of Christian faith. The passage calls us to trust
deeply in the Spirit's abiding presence, which empowers us to live
courageously and bear witness to Christ’s love in the world. Together,
these readings summon us to a faith enlivened by the Spirit, marked by
hope, and expressed through faithful witness amid life’s challenges.

Lord, thank You for the gift of Your Holy Spirit, who guides,
comforts, and strengthens us every day. Help us to trust in Your
promise and live in the power of Your presence. Amen.

Fr. John Le, SVD.
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17 MAY 2026
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Readings: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Gospel Matthew 28:16-20 e '
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This Parish is administered by the Divine Word Missionaries, SVD
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Responsonial Poalm

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Waco bas beon offercd fon

* OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
ﬂr\ May they rest in God’s eternal peace.
| ANNIVERSARIES

Bryan Watt, Robert Nankivell, Jacko Swinton, Eric & Veronica Hickey,
Mary Cecilia Thomas, Ron Thomas, Louise Smith.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal, Gerard Mangan, Fr David Orange,
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete,
Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader, Zita Spurdle.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.

Parish Notices

May is the Month of Mary )
Come and pray the Holy Rosary with us.
SACRED HEART CHURCH PETONE

16 May 6:30 pm fellowship afterwards - you are welcome to bring a plate to share | A\
17-20 May: 6:30 pm -
21 May: 6:00 pm (before the 6:30 pm Mass) All are welcome

22 May: 6:30 pm
23 May: 5:30pm

PARISH NEWSLETTER:
Newsletter items must be into the parish office by Wednesday 12 noon at the latest for
Thursday publication. Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885

REMINDER - CHURCH BOOKINGS:
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use the Church for any reason. This is important for security reasons.

Sunday 17th May - THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD:
The 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart Church Petone will be led by the Filipino Community.

SPIRITED Youth Jam is on 17th May 11:30-1pm at OLR Church:

We play music, listen to music, have pizza and a couple of games.

Bring your instrument/voice - any level welcome. This group is for youth

in Intermediate and up. Please bring a couple of dollars toward lunch. Z o

Contact Lucy 0226539525 for more details. ¥




WEEKLY COLLECTION:
10 May 2026 - $1863.80 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.
Thank you for your support.

PLEASE NOTE:

Tax Receipts for your giving for the 2025/2026 financial year will be available
in all four parish communities next weekend 23/24 May 2026

EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office
if you would like to provide your email or change your email address. You can
unsubscribe at any time.

STEWARDSHIP TEAM MEETING: Tuesday, 19th May @ 7:00pm SHC foyer.

FOCOLARE WORD OF LIFE MEETING:

Tuesday, 19 May 2026, 2:30pm, Presbytery Meeting Room.

The word for this month is: “As the Father has sent me, so | send you. When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.”

(Jn 20: 21-22). Anyone interested is warmly welcome.

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:

Our Lady of the Rosary School and church community has 23 children preparing to
receive the sacrament of reconciliation. They will celebrate this sacrament on
Wednesday 20th May. Please keep them in your prayers.

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION is held every first Thursday of the month

in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone.
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend
the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885. Numbers is
limited per session. The next preparation session is on Thursday 4 June.

Baptism dates: 24 May, 14 & 28 June - Sacred Heart Church, Petone usually at
11:30am but will advise if time changes.

PENTECOST SUNDAY - 24 MAY AT SACRED HEART CHURCH, PETONE
In celebration of Pentecost Sunday, we warmly invite and encourage all

parishioners to wear their national costume and bring something from their : \\
home countries to share for morning tea after Mass. \ 7 N i\

PENTECOST SUNDAY - 24 MAY AT OLR CHURCH, WAIWHETU

All parishioners are warmly invited to OLR's Pentecost Sunday shared lunch
celebration, to be held after 10.30am mass in the church foyer. Please bring a plate
for sharing, preferably finger food. We encourage you to dress in your national
costume. Thank you.

RE ARCHBISHOP PAUL MARTIN’S LETTER OF 1 MAY 2026 to parishioners of
Te Wairua Tapu and Te Awakairangi

Today, immediately after OLR’s 10.30am Mass, Chris Duthie-Jung will be available
to briefly give some context around the Archbishop’s letter. This will take place either in
the church foyer (depending on the level of interest) or in the back office.

Please note, this is not intended to be a full meeting, parishioners may find it helpful for
when they are providing their feedback to the Archbishop’s letter.




ST VINCENT DE PAUL WAIWHETU AND EASTBOURNE CONFERENCE meet
tomorrow, May 18th, at Our Lady of the Rosary in Waiwhetu, 7pm. New members are
most welcome. [If you or someone you know could do with a hand up at the moment,
please get in touch with the Vinnies by emailing vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com, or texting/
calling on 027 3297840

SAN ANTONIO CHURCH, EASTBOURNE:

A workshop is scheduled to be held in San Antonio Church at 4.00pm on Saturday 30
May to discuss the proposed merger of Te Wairua Tapu and Te Awakairangi Parishes,
and the closure of San Antonio Church. Everyone is welcome, so bring your thoughts
and ideas on how this will impact the Catholic community in the Eastbourne and Eastern
Bays region so we can record and then craft a response to the Archbishop before the
requested deadline of 19 June 2026.

REMINDER - USERS OF SCHOOL PARKING ON WEEKENDS:
In Petone, it is requested that whoever is the last to leave the school parking area
on Sundays, to kindly close the school gate before leaving.

As mentioned before, please do not park on the turf at the school. There was an issue
last week raised by the School as shown on the camera where attendees of
Sacred Heart Church were seen parked on the grassed area in the School
grounds. This is totally unacceptable as this area is not designed to accommodate
motor vehicle parking. Parking in the School grounds is a privilege not a right and
this is generously granted by the School. If we do not respect the Schools
requirement regarding parking in their grounds we run the very definite risk of losing this
parking. A repeat of this incident, and the School will totally close the gate and it will not
be available for people coming for Sunday Mass.

ADORATION IN CHURCH
Our Lady of the Rosary will have adoration for 1/2 an hour after the 9.30am
Mass on Fridays.

PENTECOST REFLECTION 2026
Come, Holy Spirit and set our hearts on fire
Organised by DRC NZ Wellington Unit
DATE: Saturday, 23 May 2026 TIME: 2:30pm - 6:00pm
VENUE: Our Lady of the Rosary Church - 59 Waiwhetu Road, Waiwhetu, Lower Hutt
Followed by Charismatic Healing Mass, led by Fr Kevin Connors.
We warmly welcome all those in search of spiritual renewal to join us for this blessed
occasion, where the Holy Spirit's transformative presence will be felt through worship,
teachings, healing prayers, and the celebration of the Holy Mass.
For further details, please reach out to us at : drcnzwellingtonunit@gmail.com

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: PENTECOST SUNDAY
MAY First Reading: Acts 2: 1-11
18 Acts 19: 1-8; Jn 16: 29-33 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
. 17.97. .1 began to speak different languages.
19 Acts 20: 17 27'. In 17: 1-11 Second Reading: .Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13
20 Acts 20:28-38;Jn17:11-19 In the one Spirit we were all baptised making
21 Acts 22:30, 23: 6-11; Jn 17: 20-26 one body.
22 Acts 25: 13-21; Jn 21: 15-19 Gospel: : John 20: 13-23

As the Father sent me, so | send you: Receive

23 Acts 28:16-20,30-31;Jn 21: 20-25 0 fo
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