
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

REFLECTION 
The 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time reminds us that God’s word is 
powerful and effective, capable of transforming our lives and the world 
around us. This Sunday challenges us to listen attentively and respond 
with faith to the seeds of God’s word planted in our hearts.  This Sunday 
we are also reminded that it is the Day of Prayer for Seafarers. 
 

The first reading from Isaiah 55:10-11 beautifully illustrates the certainty 
and fruitfulness of God’s word. Just as rain and snow nourish the earth 
and make it fertile, so too does God’s word accomplish its purpose 
without fail. It does not return empty but brings about growth, healing, 
and transformation. This passage encourages us to trust in the divine 
promise that God’s word, once spoken, will bear fruit in our lives, even if 
we do not immediately see the results. 
 

In the second reading, Romans 8:18-23, St. Paul speaks of the hope and 
glory that await us despite present sufferings. He reminds us that all 
creation is eagerly awaiting liberation and renewal, just as we groan 
inwardly for the fullness of salvation. This reading invites us to persevere 
in faith, knowing that our present struggles are temporary and that the 
Spirit is working within us to bring about resurrection and new life. 
 

The Gospel of Matthew 13:1-23 presents the parable of the sower, 
emphasizing the different ways people receive God’s word. The seed that 
falls on good soil represents those who hear the word, understand it, and 
bear fruit abundantly. This parable challenges us to examine the 
condition of our hearts and to cultivate openness and perseverance so 
that God’s word can take root deeply and transform our lives. It is a call 
to active faith, nurturing the seed within us to grow and bear lasting fruit. 
Our journey through this life, reminds us that our present sufferings are 
temporary and that You are preparing us for the glory to come. Fill us 
with patience and confidence in Your promises, so we may live as faithful 
witnesses of Your grace and mercy. 
 

Lord, teach us to listen attentively to Your voice and allow Your word to 
transform our lives, bringing hope and renewal to our hearts. May Your 
Spirit work powerfully within us to produce love, peace, and joy in 
abundance. Amen. 
    Fr John Le, SVD 
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12 JULY 2026 
15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Readings: Isaiah 55:10-11; Romans 8:18-23; Gospel Matthew 13: 1-23 



Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Jill Dutch, Jean Evans, Brent Fajardo, John Keane, Peter Murray,  

Ina Fowler, Judith Anne Smith, Ernest Archer, Laurence Meo, Cecil Howard Nunns, 
Michael John Daly, Wendy Weir, Jolly Ameldeu, 

Elia Daile, Denesse Hanson. 
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal, Fr David Orange, 

Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete, 
Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader, Zita Spurdle. 

Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 

Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  

BAPTISM:  
PLEASE NOTE:  Baptism dates: In July – September - baptisms will be 
held on Saturdays. Every second and fourth Saturday at Sacred Heart 
Church, at 11:00am. 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: is held every first Thursday of the 
month in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia 
St. Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to attend. If 
you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 
7885.  Numbers is limited per session.  The next preparation session is on Thursday 
August 6th 2026. 
 
REMINDER - PARISH NEWSLETTER: 
Please be reminded that Newsletter items must be into the parish office by Wednesday 
12 noon at the latest for Thursday publication. 
Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885 
 
‘COME AND SEE’: 
If you or someone you know is interested in what Catholics believe, come along to 
morning tea and a chat on Sunday 26th  July 2026. Venues: Sacred Heart Church, 
41 Britannia St, Petone at 11am; St Patrick’s Church, 2 Stanley St, Wainuiomata 
at 10am.  For more information, please contact Gerard Duignan on 027 2656085 or 
email: gerard.duignan@outlook.com. 
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH: At OLR Waiwhetu for 1/2 an hour after the 
9:30am Mass on Fridays.  
 
CHURCH PARKING: Please remember to park legally and considerately. 

Parish Notices 



WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
05 July 2026 - $1,164.50. This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  
Thank you for your support. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  
 

We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving 
programme to meet the challenges for our Church – to continue to provide well 
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, 
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our 
Archdiocese.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme please contact the parish 
office on 971 7885 and Maria or Nilda will be happy to assist you. 
Any amount large or small donated regularly makes all the difference to the Parish.  
Our bank account number is: BNZ 02 0544 0049224 00 Please put your name and your 
PG number as reference. You will be given a PG number when you call the office.   
For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
REMINDER – CHURCH AND HALL BOOKINGS: 
Please be reminded that a booking is required (phone the office at 971 7885) for those 
who wish to use the Church and/or Hall in any of our parish communities for any reason. 
This is important for security purposes.  
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES: The Parish is sending out updates and information on 
what’s happening through emails provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office 
if you would like to provide your email or change your email address.  
You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
SAFEGUARDING WORKSHOP: 
A Safeguarding Workshop is to be held at Sacred Heart Church, Monday 27 July at 
6:30pm. Everyone is welcome. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL WAIWHETU AND EASTBOURNE CONFERENCE  meet 
Monday 13 July at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Waiwhetu 7pm.  New members are 
most welcome.  If you or someone you know could do with a hand up at the moment, 
please get in touch with the Vinnies by emailing vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com, or 
texting/calling on 027 3297840 
 
SPIRITED YOUTH JAM IS ON SUNDAY, 19 JULY 11:30-1pm at OLR Church. 
We play music, listen to music, have pizza and a couple of games.  Bring your 
instrument/voice - any level welcome.  This group is for youth in Intermediate and 
up.  Please bring a couple of dollars toward lunch.  Contact Lucy 0226539525 for more 
details.   
 

PLEASE NOTE 
There will be no 10:00am Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Wainuiomata 

on Friday, 24th July. 
 
 

Instead, Mass will be celebrated at St. Claudine Thevenet 
School (Rata Street) at 9:30am  as part of Grandparents’ Day 

with an early celebration of the Memorial of 
Sts. Joachim and Anne. 

 
Everyone is warmly invited. 

mailto:vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com


 
 

SEAFARERS SUNDAY -  12 JULY 2026.   
Stella Maris Wellington (previously known as Apostleship of the Sea) celebrates Seafarer 
Sunday on 12 July 2026.  Volunteers offer practical and spiritual assistance to seafarers 
visiting our port.  We urgently seek people to assist in this important service, especially those 
with languages other than English, particularly Tagalog, Indonesian, Mandarin and/or 
Cantonese, Hindi and Vietnamese. 
Donations can also be made to: Apostleship of the Sea Account Number 01 0527 
0312182   To receive a receipt or to learn more, please 
email stellamariswellington@gmail.com 
 
TAIZE SERVICES: on third Sundays of July, August beginning at 6.30pm at San Antonio  
Church, Eastbourne 
 
DELARGEY AWARDS 2026:  
Nominations are now open for the 2026 Delargey Awards, which recognise significant and 
outstanding ministry with young people. In addition to identifying key contributors to youth 
ministry, the awards provide a chance to highlight the Church's outreach to teens and young 
adults. The awards are named for Cardinal Reginald Delargey, former Archbishop of 
Wellington and Bishop of Auckland. 
 
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS to the priesthood and religious life.  JOIN US for an hour of 
adoration, reflection and prayer that the Lord may send more workers to the harvest!   7.30 - 
8.30pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hill Street, Thorndon on Tuesday, 28th July and every 
4th Tuesday of the month. 
 
NEW ONLINE SITE ABOUT FAITH: 
Pat McCarthy, former editor of NZ Catholic newspaper, has just launched an online 
publication looking at Catholic beliefs and practices. Ever wondered how the Last Supper 
evolved into today’s Mass? Or the purpose of church music? Is there an algorithm for a 
successful marriage? Does spirituality without religion make sense? Should we take the Bible 
literally? Go to https://fathomingthefaith.substack.com (it’s FREE). 
 
THE ARCHDIOCESAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION – COMMIT/LOVE IS A DECISION:- 
Online registration available on the Archdiocesan website:  Marriage - Catholic Archdiocese 
of Wellington  Next course, consecutive Sundays, 6 & 13 September from 10.00am - 
4.00pm held at St Catherine’s College, Kilbirnie. Register early (couples attend both Sundays 
together in person). See the Archdiocese's website for information about getting married 
overseas and the papers required. Any email queries contact: marriage@cadw.nz 
 
HELP US TO HELP OTHERS: 
Please donate quality furniture and household items to support the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul Petone shop which helps the most vulnerable in our community. 
Drop off items to the shop at 316 Jackson Street Petone or call (04) 568 6408 for collection. 

Other Notices 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
JULY 

13  Is 1: 10-17; Mt 10: 34 – 11:1 
14  Is 7: 1-9; Mt 11: 20-24 
15  Is 10: 5-7, 13-16; Mt 11: 25-27 
16  Is 26: 7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11: 28-30 
17  Is 38: 1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12: 1-8 
18  Micah 2: 1-5; Mt 12: 14-21  

NEXT WEEK:  16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading: Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19 
In the place of sin, you give repentance. 
Second Reading: Romans 8: 26-27 
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that 
could never be put into words. 
Gospel: Matthew 13: 24-43 
Let them grow together until the 
harvest 
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