CALLED, GIFTED, SENT FORTH

We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our
lives daily as disciples of Christ.

X

REFLECTION

The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time invites us to reflect on the profound
gifts of wisdom, purpose, and the kingdom of heaven. As we journey
through life, we are called to seek what is truly valuable and to trust in
God’s providence, who guides us with love and understanding. This
Sunday also holds special significance as we celebrate the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly, honouring their wisdom, faith, and
enduring presence in our families and communities.

In the first reading from 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, we witness Solomon’s humble
plea for wisdom rather than riches or long life. God grants him a
discerning heart to govern his people justly. This passage reminds us
that true wisdom comes from God and is essential for living a life that
honours Him and serves others. Solomon’s request teaches us to
prioritize spiritual insight over material gain, trusting that God will provide
what we truly need.

The second reading, Romans 8:28-30, assures us that God works all
things for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His
purpose. This passage speaks of God’s divine plan of salvation and our
transformation into the likeness of Christ. It encourages us to trust in
God’s unwavering love and guidance, even when life’s challenges seem
ov(ejr\lf]vhelming, knowing that we are part of a greater story of redemption
and hope.

In the Gospel of Matthew 13:44-52, Jesus uses parables to illustrate the
incomparable value of the kingdom of heaven. Like a hidden treasure or
a pearl of great price, the kingdom is worth giving up everything to
possess. These parables invite us to reflect on our priorities and to seek
God’s kingdom above all else. As we celebrate the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly, let us also pray for their continued wisdom
and faith, recognizing their vital role in nurturing the kingdom of God
within our families and society.

Te Wairua Tapu

This reflection encourages us to embrace God’s wisdom, trust in His
providence, and cherish the gift of the kingdom, while honouring and
praying for the elderly who embody these virtues.

Lord, help us to recognize the priceless value of Your kingdom and
to joyfully surrender all that we have to embrace it fully. May we
seek Your treasure above all else and live with hearts devoted to
Your eternal reign.

Fr John Le, SVD
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Responsonial Poalm
Lord, I love your commands.
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LEJ ANNIVERSARIES

Bill van Hooff, Augusto Historillo, Violet Daphne Gasson, Fr John Dooley,
Victor Frederick Sammons.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Dorothy Niven, Hira Lal, Fr David Orange,
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete,
Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader, Zita Spurdle.
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill.
If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885.

Parish Notices

SOME CHANGES TO MASS SCHEDULES:
This coming week, there are some changes to the Mass schedules.
The reason being the priests are having meetings, here in NZ and Sydney.
St Patrick’s Wainuiomata
Tuesday 28 July — Word & Communion
Thursday 30 July and Friday 31 July — Word & Communion

Sacred Heart Petone
Tuesday 28 July and Thursday 30 July — Word & Communion

San Antonio Eastbourne
Thursday 23 July and Thursday 30 July — No Mass

Our Lady of the Rosary Waiwhetu
) Friday 31 July — No Mass

The 9:30am MASS today (Sunday, 26th July) at Sacred Heart, Petone is led by the
Maori Community

BAPTISM:

PLEASE NOTE: Baptism dates: In July — September - baptisms will be held on
Saturdays. Every second and fourth Saturday at Sacred Heart Church, at
11:00am.

month in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia
St. Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to
attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the
Parish Office at 971 7885. Numbers is limited per session.

The next preparation session is on Thursday August 6th 2026.

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION: is held every first Thursday of the /\@ {}




WEEKLY COLLECTION:

19 July 2026 - $1,724.90 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.
Automatic Payments for last month (June) $14,591.00

Thank you for your support. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

REMINDER - CHURCH AND HALL BOOKINGS:

Please be reminded that a booking is required (phone the office at 971 7885) for those
who wish to use the Church and/or Hall in any of our parish communities for any reason.
This is important for security purposes.

REMINDER - PARISH NEWSLETTER:

Please be reminded that Newsletter items must be into the parish office by Wednesday
12 noon at the latest for Thursday publication.

Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885

‘COME AND SEE’:

If you or someone you know is interested in what Catholics believe, come along to
morning tea and a chat today - Sunday 26th July 2026.

Venues: St Patrick’s Church, 2 Stanley St, Wainuiomata at 10am and Sacred Heart
Church, 41 Britannia St, Petone at 11am; For more information, please contact Gerard
Duignan on 027 2656085 or email: gerard.duignan@outlook.com.

SAFEGUARDING WORKSHOP:
A Safeguarding Workshop is to be held at Sacred Heart Church, Monday 27 July at
6:30pm. Everyone is welcome.

WELCOM: The newsletter of the Archdiocese of Wellington, July 2026 issue #12 is
available this weekend. Pick up your ‘free copy’. Those on our email list will receive a
copy with the newsletter. Plenty of interesting reading. If you are visiting someone
unable to attend Mass, please take them a copy of Welcom.

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL, WAIWHETU ENROLMENTS:

Enrolments for 2027 close on 31st August 2026. If your child is turning 5 years old in
2027 and you are planning to enrol your child at OLRS, please pop in to the school
office to collect an enrolment form. If you do not have a child currently attending OLRS
and would like to enrol your child for 2027, please contact us to make an appointment
on 045663258 or admin@olr.school.nz

SACRED HEART SCHOOL, PETONE ENROLMENT: Enrolments now open for 2027
across all year levels. Enrolments close on Monday 5th September. Please visit the
school website for more information or call the school office on 04 5686711.

DIVINE MERCY: Every Wednesday at 9.30am there is Mass and Adoration,
followed by Divine Mercy and Rosary Prayers. First Wednesday of the month there is
Seniors Mass at 10am. Come and join us

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK: 19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JuLy First Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-3

27 Jer 13: 1-11; Mt 13: 31-35 Hasten and eat.

28 Jer 14:17-22; Mt 13: 36-43 Second Reading Romans 8: 35, 37-39

29 1Jn4:7-16; Jn 11-19-27 No creature can separate us from the love of
30 Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13: 47-53 God, which is in Christ.

31 Jer 26: 1-9; Mt 13: 54-58 Gospel: Matthew 14: 13-21 T

AUGUST They all ate and were satisfied.
1 Jer 26: 11-16, 24; Mt 14: 1-12
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Other Notices

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS to the priesthood and religious life: JOIN US for an
hour of adoration, reflection and prayer that the Lord may send more workers to the
harvest! 7.30 - 8.30pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hill Street, Thorndon on Tuesday, 28th
July and every 4" Tuesday of the month.

CLERGY JUBILEE CELEBRATION 2026:
Wednesday 29" July — Sacred Heart Cathedral — 11:00AM
Come and celebrate this special Jubilee Mass with the priests of the Archdiocese as we

acknowledge:

Fr Frank Whitaker 65 years
Fr David Gledhill SM 60 years
Cardinal John Dew 50 years
Fr Joe Keegan 50 years
Fr Tom Rouse SSC 50 years

Fr Simi Volavola MSC 25 years
Simon Manning — Benemerenti Medal Awardee

DELARGEY AWARDS 2026:

Nominations are now open for the 2026 Delargey Awards, which recognise significant and
outstanding ministry with young people. In addition to identifying key contributors to youth
ministry, the awards provide a chance to highlight the Church's outreach to teens and young
adults. The awards are named for Cardinal Reginald Delargey, former Archbishop of
Wellington and Bishop of Auckland. Nominations close on 31 July.

Find out more at: Delargey 2026

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:

The “DRC NZ Wellington Unit” warmly invites you to celebrate the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Join us for an afternoon of prayer, worship,
and grace featuring a Midday Reflection, Charismatic Healing Mass, and Eucharistic
Adoration.

Date: Saturday, 15 August 2026 Time: 2:30pm — 6:00pm

Venue: Sacred Heart Church Petone -41 Britannia Street, Petone, Wellington 5012
Celebrant: Fr. Kevin Connors

Enquiries: drcnzwellingtonunit@gmail.com

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour." Luke 1:46—-48
All are warmly welcome. Come and celebrate this beautiful Marian feast as we honour Our
Blessed Mother and deepen our faith in Christ through prayer, the Holy Eucharist, and
fellowship.

SAVE THE DATE - MARRIAGE SEMINAR: To be held on Wednesday, 19 August,
hospitality from 6.30pm, session will start 7.00pm. Venue is at Connolly Hall, 10 Guildford
Terrace, Thorndon, Wellington. 'Happily Married in a Tech Obsessed World'. Explore how
we can be present and nurture a healthy marriage in a world where so much demands our
attention. Queries to: marriage@cadw.nz

TAIZE SERVICES: on third Sundays of August beginning at 6.30pm at San Antonio
Church, Eastbourne

HELP US TO HELP OTHERS ! Please donate quality furniture and household items to
support the Society of St Vincent de Paul Petone shop which helps the most vulnerable in
our community.

Drop off items to the shop at 316 Jackson Street Petone or call (04) 568 6408 for
collection.
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