
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

REFLECTION 
 

T he 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time invites us to reflect deeply 
on the themes of mercy, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

These readings challenge us to embrace God’s boundless 
compassion and to extend that same forgiveness to others, 
recognizing that our relationships are central to living a life of 
faith. 
 

The first reading from Sirach 27:30–28:7 warns against 
harbouring anger and refusing to forgive, highlighting that such 
bitterness only leads to harm and division. It teaches that 
forgiving others is essential because God’s mercy toward us is 
great and unending. When we forgive, we imitate God’s 
compassion and open ourselves to healing and peace within 
our hearts and communities. 
 

In the second reading, Romans 14:7-9, Paul reminds us that 
our lives and deaths belong to the Lord. This passage calls us 
to live in a way that honours Christ, who died and rose for all. It 
encourages us to be mindful of how our actions affect others, 
fostering unity and love rather than judgment or division. 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 powerfully 
illustrates the necessity of forgiving others without limit. Peter’s 
question about how many times to forgive is met with Jesus’ 
call to forgive seventy-seven times, symbolizing boundless 
mercy. The parable of the unforgiving servant teaches that 
receiving God’s forgiveness compels us to forgive others 
generously, lest we fall into the same judgment we hope to 
avoid. 
Lord, grant us the grace to forgive as You forgive, freeing our 
hearts from resentment and bitterness. Help us to live in 
mercy and love, building communities of peace and 
reconciliation.  Amen.     
    Fr. John Le, SVD 
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13 SEPTEMBER 2026 
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A  

Readings: Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7; Romans 14:7-9; Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 



Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
Kevin Leach (Waiwhetu); Thi-Phung Truong (Wainuiomata). 

May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Len Dennis, Anthony Michael Noaro, John Hall, Kay and Max Wedde, 

Margaret Roughan, Henry Nissanka, Paul Hegedus,  
Gordon Sinclair, Anthony Davies, Gwenyth Dunford, Hugh MacKinnon, 

Tom Moran, Maurice Tansey, Joseph Bakhos, Dorothy Forde, Andrew Haughey.  
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Hira Lal, Fr David Orange, 
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete, 

Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion. 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY WAIWHETU CHURCH COMMUNITY MEETING: 
This is to confirm OLR community’s meeting with Archbishop Paul will be held in OLR 
church on Wednesday 16 September 7pm 
 

The meeting will be a chance for the Archbishop to engage with local parishioners 
following the feedback provided in early July on the proposal to merge two Parishes and 
potentially close both San Antonio and Our Lady of the Rosary Churches.  Clergy, the 
Parish Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee will be in attendance.  This will be 
an opportunity to hear directly the reasoning behind the proposal, so all Parishioners are 
encouraged to attend this meeting.  
Kindly inform the office (971 7885) by Tuesday 15 September – name and contact 
number please. 

 If you need transport to attend the meeting. 

 If you can provide transport to those who wish to attend the meeting.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SAN ANTONIO CHURCH EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY MEETING: 
Archbishop Paul wishes to arrange a meeting with the San Antonio community 
at 3.00pm on Saturday 19 September at San Antonio Church. 
 

The meeting will be a chance for the Archbishop to engage with local parishioners 
following the feedback provided in early July on the proposal to merge two Parishes and 
potentially close both San Antonio and Our Lady of the Rosary Churches. 
Clergy, the Parish Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee will also be in 
attendance. 
This will be an opportunity to hear directly the reasoning behind the proposal, so all 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend this meeting. 

Parish Notices 



WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
6 September 2026 - $1,540.80 This amount does not include Automatic Payments.  
Thank you for your support. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving 
programme to meet the challenges for our Church – to continue to provide well 
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, 
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our 
Archdiocese.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme please contact the parish 
office on 971 7885 or email holyspiritparish41@gmail.com and Maria or Nilda will be 
happy to assist you. Any amount large or small donated regularly makes all the 
difference to the Parish.  
Our bank account name and number is: BNZ - Holy Spirit Parish 02 0544 0049224 00 
Please put your name and your PG number as reference. You will be given a PG 
number when you contact the office.   
For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 
STEWARDSHIP MEETING: Tuesday 15th September at 7:00pm in the  
Petone Meeting Room.   
 
BAPTISM: 
We warmly welcome Monique Avia Bautista Baranda who received the 
sacrament of Baptism (Sacred Heart Petone) this week. Together with her 
family, may she always walk in the light of Christ’s love. 
 
FEAST OF PEŇAFRANCIA – It’s that time of the year again. 
On Thursday 10 September, the Filipino Bicolano Peñafrancia Group started their 9-day 
Novena/Mass in honour of their region’s Patroness, Our Lady of Peñafrancia, here in 
Sacred Heart Church Petone at 6:00pm.  There will be a daily Mass that follows 
the novena during the nine days. 
 

The feast day or fiesta will be celebrated on Saturday, 19 September, with Mass at 
5:00pm at St Patrick’s College Silverstream, Upper Hutt.  There will be a short 
procession within the grounds of the College then followed by the celebration and 
fellowship.  Everyone welcome.  
In the Philippines the highlight of this celebration is a fluvial parade with only men 
allowed to join in the barge/boat that carries the Statue of the Blessed Virgin normally 
referred to as “INA” meaning Mother.  Along the route people shout “Viva la Virgen”. 
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH: 
Our Lady of the Rosary will have adoration for half an hour after the 9.30 am Mass on 
Fridays. 
 
REMINDER - PARISH NEWSLETTER: Please be reminded that Newsletter items 
must be into the parish office by Wednesday 12 noon at the latest for Thursday 
publication. Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885 
 
COME AND SEE: If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning about 
what Catholics believe please contact Gerard Duignan 027 265 6085  
 
REMINDER – CHURCH AND HALL BOOKINGS: Please be reminded that a booking is 
required (phone the office at 971 7885) for those who wish to use the Church and/
or Hall in any of our parish communities for any reason. This is important for 
security purposes.  



TE AWA KAIRANGI PRAYER WALK: Sunday 20 September, from Harcourt Park, Upper 
Hutt (8am), to Pito-one Foreshore (5.45pm). Join us for any stage, or at any of six gathering 
points along the way. An annual event for the Season of Creation. More details at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/riverprayerwalk. See poster on the noticeboard. 
 
NEW LIFE – LIFE IN THE SPIRIT PROGRAMME 2026 ("CHARIS" International Version 
from Rome) “CHARIS” - Catholic Charismatic Renewal International Service - is the new 
unique service created by the express will of Pope Francis for the current of grace as the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal  
The LHSHP Prayer Group (Lower Hutt & Sacred Heart Petone Prayer Group) warmly 
invites you to the New Life – Life in the Spirit Programme 2026, a free 9-week faith 
formation programme designed to help you experience a deeper relationship with Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
Dates: Tuesdays, 22 September – 17 November 2026   Time: 6:30–8:30 pm 
Venue: Sacred Heart Church, Petone & Online via Zoom (Hybrid) 

Registration closes: 15 September 2026 
Registration (Free): https://forms.gle/nQpDgKQKVPvms6eG7 
For enquiries: lhshp.prayergroup@gmail.com 
Everyone is welcome. Please invite your family and friends. 
 
MULTICULTURAL MASS:   One Faith, Many Cultures:  On Mission Together.  
Join us for a vibrant Multicultural Mass at the Cathedral, presided by Archbishop Paul Martin 
SM on Sunday, 27 September 2026 at 2.00pm, Sacred Heart Cathedral, 40 Hill Street, 
Thorndon.  Mass will be followed by a joyful fellowship of songs and shared meals.  All are 
welcome, come and celebrate.  See the display poster. 
 
TINDALL FOUNDATION FUNDING – Applications Now Open 
Parish groups, Catholic agencies, and related organisations that focus on intergenerational 
wellbeing are invited to apply for Tindall Foundation funding via the Archdiocesan Allocation 
Committee.  Focus areas include parents, carers and young children, equitable access to 
life’s essential needs, identity and social cohesion, rangatahi empowerment and pathways, 
and resourced communities.  Please ensure your application is submitted by Friday, 
2nd October 2026.  For more information, including funding priorities and exclusions, and to 
download the application form, please visit: https://cadw.nz/tindall/ 
 
JOSHUA MEN’S MEETING  
Reminder about the Joshua Men’s meeting this coming Thursday 17th September in 
Connolly Hall (next to Sacred Heart Cathedral). You're welcome to join us from 7:00pm for a 
cuppa and a 7:30pm start followed by supper.  
Speaker: Fr Kevin Connors on “Be grateful for God’s forgiving love” 
 
The Suzanne Aubert Heritage Centre and Cloister Café are open Everyone is 
welcome to spend some time in our public spaces: 
Cloister Café: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm, Tuesday to Friday. 9:30 pm – 2:30 pm, Saturday.   

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

September 
14   Num 21: 4-9; Jn 3: 13-17 
15   Heb 5: 7-9; Jn 19: 25-27 
16   1 Cor 12L 31 – 13L 13; Kj 7: 31-35 
17   1 Cor 15: 1-11; Lk 7: 36-50 
18   1 Cor 15: 12-20; Lk 8: 1-3 
19   1 Cor 15: 35-37, 42-49; Lk 8: 4-15 

NEXT WEEK:  25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 55: 6-9 
My thoughts are not your thoughts. 
 

Second Reading: Phillipians 1: 20-24, 27 
For me to live is Christ. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-16 
Why are you jealous because I am generous? 

Other Notices 
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