
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

REFLECTION 
 

T he readings for the 25th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A, invites us to 
enter into God’s loving heart in order to understand that divine ways 

and thoughts are above human ways and thoughts. It is a call for us to 
renounce our human plans, the selfish and materialistic logic of the 
world, if we wish to share the Kingdom of God. 
 

The 1st reading (Isaiah 55:6-9) The people of Israel, over 70 years of 
suffering in Babylonian captivity, became aware of their faults and 
infidelities, and found that living far from God does not lead to 
happiness. The prophet’s invitation is therefore for a fresh start and 
asking the people of Israel to return to God. “Returning to God” is a 
movement that requires a radical transformation of us, so that our 
thoughts and actions reflect the logic, perspectives and values of God. 
 
The 2nd reading (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a) presents us with the example 
of the apostle Paul who earnestly desired to “live up to the Gospel of 
Christ.” He exemplarily embraced the logic of God, renounced his 
personal interests and schemes of accommodation and selfishness, so 
present in human thought. He begins his new life and journey by placing 
Christ life and mission at the centre of his existence. Christ, his values, 
and his kingdom became Paul’s way of life.  
 
The Gospel (Matthew 20:1-16a) reminds us that God’s call to salvation is 
for everyone, without considering antiquity in faith, credits, qualities or 
behaviours previously assumed. God is only interested in how your 
invitation is accepted. It asks us for a transformation of our mentality, so 
that our relationship with God is not marked by interest, but by love and 
gratitude. Because the Kingdom of God is grace and generosity. The 
parable challenges us to allow ourselves to recognize what the 
responsorial psalm proclaim; “The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and of great kindness. The LORD is good to all and 
compassionate toward all his works”. 
   Fr. Akuila Taliauli, SVD 

41 Britannia Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012  Telephone: (04) 971.7885 
Email:holyspiritparish41@gmail.com  Website: www.holyspirit.nz 

This Parish is administered by the Divine Word Missionaries, SVD 

20 SEPTEMBER 2026 
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A  

Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24.27; Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 



Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Sophie Archer, Thomas Joseph Morrissey, John Michael Murphy,  

Sai Hiang Goay, Stanislaw Gratkowski, Thomas (Ken) Barwell, Daniel Forde, 
Joseph (Jr) Krummenacher, Jane Durno. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Saoleititi Joe Taito, Hira Lal, Fr David Orange, 
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete, 

Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

The Lord is near to all who call him. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION & BAPTISM: 
Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the month 
in the Church Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. 
Petone. Parents wishing to have their child baptized are invited to 
attend. If you wish to attend the session please register by contacting the 
Parish Office at 971 7885.  Number is limited per session.  
The next Baptism Preparation session is 1st October. 

 

Baptism dates:  26 September, 10 & 24 October - baptisms are held every second 
and fourth Saturday of the month at Sacred Heart Church, at 11:00am. 
 
SCHOOL GRANDPARENTS’ MASS: 
An invitation is extended to all parishioners to the Sacred Heart School 
Grandparents’ Mass on Thursday 24 September, 9:30am.  Presider at this 
Mass is Archbishop Paul Martin SM DD. 
 
FEAST OF PEŇAFRANCIA: 
The Filipino Bicol Peñafrancia Group is grateful to the Parish for allowing 
the use of the Church for their nine-day Novena Mass in observance of their annual 
celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Peñafrancia. Thank you too to those 
parishioners who have joined during the Novena Masses. 
In the Philippines, it is one of the biggest if not the biggest fiesta celebration in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Viva la Virgen! 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Congratulations to the children of Our 
Lady of the Rosary School who received their First Holy Communion last 
weekend at 10:30am Mass. 
May the love of Jesus always shine brightly in your hearts and guide 
your faith journey.  

Parish Notices 



WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
13 September 2026 - $1,775.00 This amount does not include Automatic Payments. 
Automatic Payments for last month (August) - $15,301.50 
Thank you for your support. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving 
programme to meet the challenges for our Church – to continue to provide well 
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, 
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our 
Archdiocese.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme please contact the parish 
office on 971 7885 or email holyspiritparish41@gmail.com and Maria or Nilda will be 
happy to assist you. Any amount large or small donated regularly makes all the 
difference to the Parish.  
 

Our bank account name and number is: BNZ - Holy Spirit Parish 02 0544 0049224 00 
Please put your name and your PG number as reference. You will be given a PG 
number when you contact the office.   
 

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH: 
Our Lady of the Rosary will have adoration for half an hour after the 9.30 am 
Mass on Fridays. 
 
REMINDER - PARISH NEWSLETTER: Please be reminded that Newsletter items 
must be into the parish office by Wednesday 12 noon at the latest for Thursday 
publication. Email: holyspiritparish41@gmail.com or phone us on 04 971 7885 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
The Parish is sending out updates and information on what’s happening through emails 
provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your 
email or change your email address.  You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
SPIRITED YOUTH JAM IS TODAY, SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER: 
11:30-1pm at OLR Church.  We play music, listen to music, have pizza and a couple of 
games.  Bring your instrument/voice - any level welcome.  This group is for youth in 
Intermediate and up.  Please bring a couple of dollars toward lunch.  Contact Lucy 
0226539525 for more details.   
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL WAIWHETU AND EASTBOURNE CONFERENCE:  
meet Monday 21st September at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Waiwhetu, 7pm.  New 
members are most welcome. If you or someone you know could do with a hand up at 
the moment, please get in touch with the Vinnies by or texting/calling on 027 329784 or 
emailing vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com 
 
FOCOLARE WORD OF LIFE MEETING: 
Tuesday, 22 September 2026, 2:30pm, Presbytery Meeting Room. 
The word for this month is: “Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Rom 13:10) 
Anyone interested is warmly welcome. 
 
CHURCH PARKING: 
Please remember to park legally and considerately.  

mailto:vinnieswaiwhetu@gmail.com


HOLY HOUR for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  JOIN US for an hour of 
adoration, reflection and prayer that the Lord may send more workers to the harvest!   7.30 - 
8.30pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hill Street, Thorndon on Tuesday, 22nd September and 
every 4th Tuesday of the month. 
 
MULTICULTURAL MASS:  One Faith, Many Cultures:  On Mission Together.  
Join us for a vibrant Multicultural Mass at the Cathedral, presided by Archbishop Paul Martin 
SM on Sunday, 27 September 2026 at 2.00pm, Sacred Heart Cathedral, 40 Hill Street, 
Thorndon.  Mass will be followed by a joyful fellowship of songs and shared meals.  All are 
welcome, come and celebrate.  See the display poster. 
 
TINDALL FOUNDATION FUNDING – Applications Now Open 
Parish groups, Catholic agencies, and related organisations that focus on intergenerational 
wellbeing are invited to apply for Tindall Foundation funding via the Archdiocesan Allocation 
Committee.  Focus areas include parents, carers and young children, equitable access to 
life’s essential needs, identity and social cohesion, rangatahi empowerment and pathways, 
and resourced communities.  Please ensure your application is submitted by Friday, 
2nd October 2026.  For more information, including funding priorities and exclusions, and to 
download the application form, please visit: https://cadw.nz/tindall/ 
 
LATE NIGHT MASS:  Come join us on Friday, 2nd October for the Late Night Mass for 
Young People at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hill Street at 8.00pm!  We invite all young 
people from across Wellington join us during Holy Mass. Please bring a plate to share 
for fellowship after and we are excited to see you there! 

Archdiocesan Notices 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 

September 
21  Eph 4: 1-7, 11-13; Mt 9: 9-13 
22  Prov 21: 1-6, 10-13; Lk 8: 19-21 
23  Prov 30: 5-9; Lk 9: 1-6 
24  Eccl 1: 2-11; Lk 9: 7-9 
25  Eccl 3: 1-11; Lk 9: 18-22 
26  Eccl 11: 9 – 12:8; Lk 9: 43-45 
 

NEXT WEEK:  26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18: 25-28 
The sinner who decides to turn against  
sinfulness deserves to live 
Second Reading: Philippians 2: 1-11 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ 
Jesus. 
Gospel: Matthew 21: 28-32  He went out 
moved by regret.  The tax collectors and 
prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom  
of God. 

PARISH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND: 
Eastbourne  Saturday Vigil 5:30pm 
Wainuiomata Sunday 8:30am 
Petone  Sunday 9:30am 
Waiwhetu  Sunday 10:30am 
 

WEEKDAYS: 
Monday  No Masses 
Tuesday  9:00am Wainuiomata & 9:30am Petone 
Wednesday  9:30am Petone (1st Wednesday of the month 10:00am) 
   6:30pm Wainuiomata 
Thursday  11:00am Eastbourne & 6:30pm Petone 
Friday  9:30am Waiwhetu & 10:00am Wainuiomata 
 

WORD & COMMUNION SCHEDULE 
Thursday  9:00am Wainuiomata 
Friday  9:30am Petone 

https://cadw.nz/tindall/

