
We, the people of God, led and inspired by the Holy Spirit, fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, strive to share our faith and live our 

lives daily as disciples of Christ. 

CALLED,  GIFTED,  SENT FORTH 

 

According to the Gospel tradition, on the eve of His Passion, 
Jesus told the parable of the murderous tenants, in which He 
foreshadowed the dramatic event of His death. The liturgy of this 
Sunday presents it by highlighting one aspect of His message, 
namely the fundamental dogma of Israel; its identity as the chosen 
people.  
 

Indeed, as the first reading, the text offers a passage from Isaiah 
with the allegory of the vineyard, which describes God’s love for 
this people, who, instead of remaining faithful, rebelled against 
Him: a betrayal that consisted essentially in violating the laws 
contained in the Decalogue, which formed the basis of the 
covenant between God and Israel. Without the practice of justice, 
the covenant could not endure, and Isaiah affirmed this, 
threatening the destruction of the vineyard. 
 

Paul, in the passage from the Letter to the Philippians read in this 
Sunday’s liturgy, he urged the priests and elders of Israel to 
treasure everything that is true, noble, just, pure, lovable, 
honourable—in a word, everything that is virtue and worthy of 
praise, wherever it may be found.  
 

Matthew implies that Jesus was referring to the Church, as the 
bearer of the new covenant promised by the prophets. 
Unfortunately, over the centuries, even the leaders of the Church 
have often fallen into the same contradictions as the priests and 
elders of Israel, treating adherence to the Church as the only path 
to salvation and imposing on believer’s doctrines and practices not 
always in accordance with the teaching of Jesus.  
 

Pope Francis alluded to this directive when, in his Message for 
2025 World Mission Sunday, he urged Christians to be 
“missionaries of hope among the nations” and not to confine 
themselves to closed or self-referential attitudes, but to proclaim 
the Gospel by reopening dynamics of fraternal closeness, 
compassion, and service.  
 
Adapted from “One in Christ, United in Mission”: Meditations on 
the Biblical Readings of the Holy Mass for the Missionary Month 
October 2026. 
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04 OCTOBER 2026 
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A  

Readings: Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 4:6-9; Gospel Matthew  21:33-43 



Responsorial Psalm 

Mass has been offered for 
 

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
May they rest in God’s eternal peace. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Lorna Argh, Giulio Mo, Stella Cassidy, Laurence (Tim) Coupe, 

Monica Frances McGrath, Dot McNeill, Louis Smith, Orlina Historillo, 
Monica Frances McGrath, Brittany Watty, Tangiora (Tommy) Dennis, 

Janette Helen MacLean. 
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Saoleititi Joe Taito, Hira Lal, Fr David Orange, 
Tali Sua, Lidwina Gomez, Cathreen Faaeteete, 

Fialauia Rose Tamasese, Delia Imperial, Mike Loader. 
Please remember these and others in the parish who are ill. 

If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with Holy 
Communion, please contact the office 04 971 7885. 

The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 

OCTOBER – MONTH OF THE ROSARY: 
In observance of October as the Month of the Rosary, on Saturday 3, 10, 
17, 24 & 31 October, parishioners are encouraged to pray the rosary 
together at Sacred Heart Church, Petone at 2:30pm. 
 

END OF YEAR SAMOAN MASS: 
Will be celebrated on Sunday, 4th October in St Patrick’s Church, Wainuiomata starting 
at 12 Noon.  
 
REMINDER – CHURCH BOOKINGS: 
Please be reminded that a booking is required (ring the office at 971 7885) for those 
who wish to use the Church for any reason.  This is important for security reasons.  
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
The Parish is sending out updates and information on what’s happening through emails 
provided to the parish. Please advise the Parish Office if you would like to provide your 
email or change your email address.  You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
CHURCH PARKING: 
Please remember to park legally and considerately.  
 
ADORATION IN CHURCH: 
Our Lady of the Rosary will have adoration for half an hour after the 9.30am  
Mass on Fridays. 
 
1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH (7 October) SENIORS MASS: 
Will be celebrated at 10:00am at Sacred Heart Church Petone. Everyone welcome.  
 

Parish Notices 



WEEKLY COLLECTION: 
27 September 2026 - $1,562.70This amount does not include Automatic Payments. 
Thank you for your support. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  
 
PLANNED GIVING TO THE PARISH: 
We need our Parish community to help and support our planned giving 
programme to meet the challenges for our Church – to continue to provide well 
maintained buildings and grounds for the use of our schools and communities, 
provide a budget for Parish programmes and activities and support our 
Archdiocese.  
 

If you would like to sign up to our Planned Giving Programme please contact the parish 
office on 971 7885 or email holyspiritparish41@gmail.com and Maria or Nilda will be 
happy to assist you. Any amount large or small donated regularly makes all the 
difference to the Parish.  
 

Our bank account name and number is: BNZ - Holy Spirit Parish 02 0544 0049224 00 
Please put your name and your PG number as reference. You will be given a PG 
number when you contact the office.   
 

For those who contribute by cash donation - Have you thought about using the 
envelope system or setting up an AP? You will receive a rebate of 33% of your giving at 
the end of the financial year. Please think about it. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION AND BAPTISM: 
Baptism Preparation Session is held every first Thursday of the month in the Church 
Foyer, 7:00pm, Sacred Heart Church 41 Britannia St. Petone. Parents wishing to 
have their child baptized are invited to attend. If you wish to attend the session please 
register by contacting the Parish Office at 971 7885.  Number is limited per session.  
Next Baptism Preparation is Thursday 5 November 2026. 
 

Baptism dates:  10 & 24 October - baptisms are held every second and fourth 
Saturday of the month at Sacred Heart Church, at 11:00am. 

 

We warmly welcome Astrid Reagan Lim, Elia Murphy Chavez Lopez, 
Luke & Pia Lily Neeson, Loukas Hane Michael Richard and Leonard 
James Camphor Ivar and Cherish Te Alofagia Ioana Puka who 
received the sacrament of Baptism (Sacred Heart Church Petone) last 
week. Together with their families, may they always walk in the light of 
Christ’s love. 
 

 
FEAST DAY MASS: 
Wednesday 7 October is the feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
There will be Mass at 9:30am to celebrate this feast day. 
 
‘COME AND SEE’ 
If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning about what 
Catholics believe please contact Gerard Duignan 027 
265 6085."  
 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: OCTOBER 18th 
Pope Pius XI established World Mission Sunday in 
1926 to unite the church in prayer and financial support 
for the mission work, a tradition that continues on the 
penultimate Sunday in October. This Means Mission 
Sunday on 18th October 2026 is the 100th World 
Mission Sunday.  



The Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation – Love is a Decision & Commit - online 
registration available on the Archdiocesan website:  Marriage - Catholic 
Archdiocese of Wellington.  Next available course, consecutive Sundays, 1st & 
8th November 2026 from 10.00am - 4.00pm. Couples attend both Sundays 
together in person. Please note: the November course is the last course for the year 
and is very popular ahead of the peak wedding season. The first course of 2027 will 
be in early March. Please register early. See the Archdiocese's website for 
information about getting married overseas and the papers required. Any email 
queries contact: marriage@cadw.nz 
 
Catholic Enquiry Centre MEDIA ASSISTANCE: The Catholic Enquiry Centre is 
looking for young Catholics keen to get involved with sharing the faith through 
media. If you or someone you know is creative and wants to volunteer their time to 
the Church in a unique way, email Regina at:  r.fernandes@cadw.nz 
 
BISHOPS’ ELECTION STATEMENT: The New Zealand bishops have published 
their statement for the 2026 General Election. Titled Discerning our nation’s future 
through a Gospel lens, the document encourages Catholics and people of good will 
to consider voting as a moral and civic responsibility, not just a matter of personal 
preference. The bishops invite people to consider how they will cast their votes by 
reviewing candidates' and parties' positions across a range of key issues, and they 
also encourage people to pray for the country. Access the election statement at: 
https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26 
 
HĪKOI FOR PALESTINE on Saturday, 10 October at 11.00am.  Join the 
Archdiocesan Ecology Justice and Peace Commission with the Catholic 
Peacemakers banner and participate in the International Day for Action for 
Palestine which in Wellington is being organised by Justice for Palestine. Gather at 
Parliament Lawn then hīkoi to Te Ngākau/Civic Square. Contact:  Deirdre 
d.meskill@cadw.nz for more information. 
 
FROM THE ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE 
“When people become self-centred and self-enclosed, their greed increases.  The 
emptier a person’s heart is, the more he or she needs to buy, own and consume.  It 
becomes almost impossible to accept the limits imposed by reality.  In this horizon, 
a genuine sense of the common good also disappears.  As these attitudes become 
more widespread, social norms are respected only to the extent that they do not 
clash with personal needs.  So, our concern cannot be limited merely to the threat 
of extreme weather events but must also extend to the catastrophic consequences of 
social unrest.  Obsession with a consumerist lifestyle, above all when few people are 
capable of maintaining it, can only lead to violence and mutual destruction.” 
Action: Take some time to reflect on the times when personal material needs 
have overtaken building positive relationships with those dear to you. 
    Pope Francis Laudato Si # 204  

Archdiocesan Notices 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
October 
5  Gal: 1: 6-12; Lk 10: 25-37 
6  Gal 1: 13-24; Lk 10: 38-42 
7  Gal 2: 1-2, 7-14; Lk 11: 1-4 
8  Gal 3: 1-5; Lk 11: 5-13 
9  Gal 3: 7-14; Lk 11: 15-26 
10  Gal 3: 22-29; Lk 11: 27-28 

NEXT WEEK:  28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First Reading: Isaiah 25: 6-10 
The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe 
away the tears from every cheek. 
Second Reading: Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20 
I am able to do all things in him who  
strengthens me.  
Gospel: Matthew 22: 1-14 
Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding.  
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